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In late November, preliminary Population Forecasts were
circulated to all Berkshire community Select Boards and
Planning Boards, the region’s two Mayors, and to the
BRPC commission members and alternates for community
and public review and comment. The Table below
presents a summary of county and community Census
population counts from 1970 - 2000, projected figures for
2010 to 2030, and the percent change in population over
the past thirty years and the thirty year projection period
ahead.

Population forecasts are produced for the region's
communities with the goa of providing information for
community discussion and planning — as a starting point
for consideration of future community scenarios -- and for

long-range regiona transportation planning purposes.

Predicting population changes 10 to 30 years in the future
is arisky endeavor, since the region is subject to externa
economic and other influences. Particularly chalenging is
forecasting community figures in a region with
communities of such snal sze. For this reason the full
forecast packet sent to communities (availability
information on back) contains tables and charts showing
“mid range” predictions and “hi” and “lo” aternatives for
each community and the county, underscoring the degree
of difficulty and full range of possibilities of population
changes which may be ahead. A review of BRPC
forecasts from the 1990's indicates a consstent
expectation that the county decline will end by 2010. [

Population Forecasts: Preliminary (11-21-02) Methodology & Assumptions:
FORECASTS YCHANGE YCHANGE Cou nty
_Communiy 190 1980 1900 2000 2010 2000 2080|19702000 20002090 _ _
Adars 11,722 10381 9445 8809 8471 8734 9363 2%  &%|Population forecasts for Berkshire
m g 3323 E%S 39 gg zg 2525 g@ 312/0 County communities are derived
1; 1481 1755 1 : 711 % 5%

Cheshire 3006 3124 3479 3401 3686 4244 5043 1% 4% ;rom future_gguntzyélté)tglosgof o the
Clarksburg 197 1871 175 16 170 18/ 219 45w oo forecest period (2010-2030) pro-
Datton 7506 6797 7155 682 7083 772 877 8% 2me|duced by the REMI  model
Egemort 1138 1311 1229 135 1406 1559 1789  18% 33| (Regional Economic Modédls, Inc.),
Roida, 62 ™ ™ 6/ &6 M &Y 16 B g widely used forecasting and pol-
Great Barington 7537 TG 775 TS| 773L 8del 984l Ok 2B, o ttod o

Hanoodk 5 63 = e se 1610 ™ 4me|'®Y :

Hinsdale 1588 1,707 1959 1872 1,962 219 2533 18% 3% The REMI modd takes national and
Lanesborough 2972 3131 302 2990 3104 3425 3904 1% 31%| - .
Lee 6426 6247 539 595 625 6910 7940 7w 3| regiond (Northess!) level economic
Lenox 5804 6523 5080 5077 525 56 6519 -13% 28| forecasts produced by the U.S. Bu-
Morterey 600 818 203 @4 1039 122 14 5%  58%|reau of Economic Anaysis (BEA)
NMPUN%W 1323 ]gg % % g gg % 1%? gjo and Census Bureau population data

0 0 H

NewMaboough 1031 1160 1240 1404 1560 1739 2008 496 3| 20 forecasts, and then gpportions
Norh Adams 19195 18063 16707 14681 14045 14410 15374 206 5w Berkshire County a future share of
Otis 80 93 1073 1365 15% 185 2224 e 63| projected population growth or
Pfermgﬁ ’ 0228 ¢ 486772 % % 1-412 4é44§ 2%'% 73/0 change based on the model’s esti-
Pittsfie! 57, 51974 48 45, 44, 45, a76|  -20% o e I

Rehmond 1461 1659 1677 1604 1794 2120 250 10%  61% matel of the rzglon s likely futu(;e
Sandisfield 57 70 67 4 es 1011 1197 51% 45| Populaion and economic trends.
Saov 32 64 64 706 0 a7 110 119% 5m| The model incorporates a full range
Sheffield 2374 2743 2910 333k 3648 4265 5169 4% 5% of historical demographic and eco-
Tyiingham 24 W 3 ¥ 36 231 s; 5% A%| . .

Washingion 206 57 615 5 04 710 e I [y 2000 is the latest atud data
West Stockbridge 1354 1280 1483 1416 1464 1616 1847 P 30%|Yed.

Wiiamstown 8454 8741 820 84 8OO4 958 108 O 2| oy o

Windsor 468 58 70 8@ o7 11 1364 8% 5% -produced future county
Courty Toidl 149352 145110 13932 134953 135700 145875 162650 -10%  21% population totals:

North 45541 43713 41254  38E0| 3B362 40802 45078 A6 1% _

Central 85510 8L8B 77636 7499 7480 79782 88156 2% 1% 2010: 135,700

South 18301 19559 20462 2139 2519 25201 20416 1™ 3% 2020: 145,875

Pitsfield MSA 29816 9871 836% 8469 84057 89126 97963 15%  16% 2030: 162,650
Sources: U.S. Census: 1970-2000 ; Regional Economic Models, Inc. for County Totals & BRPC for community figures for 2010-2030 Forecasts Con’t. on next page
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REMI provides the “long view” in population projections.
What some might view as overly optimistic future popula-
tion figures represent that long view — that an area such as
Berkshire County —
with its economic his-
tory, location near im-
portant economic cen
ters, and historical popu-
lation growth trend — won't continue in unending cecline,
but will rebound and regain population, and new or e
panded economic activities and employment opportunities.

Regional I mplications

The Table on the right sorts communities by the percent
change in population which took place from 1970 to 2000,
as counted by the Census. These figures provide a perspec-
tive on regiona changes in population forecast for the next
thirty years. Between 1970 and 2000 the U.S. population

Methodology & Assumptions: cont’d.)
Community Projections:

The REMI-projected county totals serve as the control for
community forecasts. BRPC projects population trends for
each community starting with each community's historic
share of county population (from 1940 through Census
2000), and alternative (statigtical) future trends out to 2030.
These trendlines produce an estimate of future population
share for the years 2010-2030. Along with these “mid
range” figures are calculated “hi” and “lo” ranges respon-
sive to past community population fluctuations to accom-
modate similar future unpredictability. As afina step in
the process, each community’s middle, “hi,” and “lo” range
figures are then proportionally fit to the REMI (control)
county totals for future years, and “hi” and “lo” county
totals. [J

growth rate was 38%, while Berkshire County -
lost 10% of its population. The REMI modé Sorted by 1970-2000 % change Sorted by 2000 to 2030 change
predicts that nationdl pOpmaIiOﬂ will cortinue Community ﬁ:ﬂﬁ?ﬁf Z:)%};/;';(;E Community $<;H7?1N9((31§o S:O%Nﬁ)fo
to climb f_r om 201(_}2039’ Increasng bY 30%. oery 221% 759 [Pittsfield 1i,227 _2,683
That continuing climb in population is pre-| Mount washington ~ 150%  63%)| [williamstown 30 2,415
dicted to impact the Berkshires -- turning a 30| Savoy 119% 57%| [Great Barrington -10 2,114
ear trend of decline into modest (relative to | Becket 89%  54%]|Lee -441 1,958
%/he U.S) growth of 21% in the oor(ning thirty | Windsor 87%  56%|Dalton -613 1,881
year projection period. Montsrey So%  2av|[chestire 395 1642
. . Sandisfield 51% 45%| [Lenox =727 1,442
That growth is expected to be distributed ut | Tyringham 50% 45%| [Richmond 143 972
evenly throughout the region, as has been the | New Marlborough 45% 34%| |Becket 826 955
historic pattern. While the northern (-15%) and | Sheffield 40%  55% |l anesborough 18 914
central (129) sub-regions have seen popular f 1=t TS 34%  58%|[North Adams ss1a 693
tion decline, southern and outlying (non | afford 32%  31%||Hinsdale 284 666
corridor) communities (+17%) have experi-| Egremont 18% 33%| |Peru 565 619
enced dramatic changes in population (note | Hinsdale 18% 369%]|Adams 2,913 554
the percent changes). A variation on those dif- grcfmhgﬁ d ing; gf;‘: fjg,‘it"eb;e";ge egi gig
ferences will continue with the region's cities Hancock 7% 47%]||New Marlborough 463 512
and northern and central communities showing | west Stockbridge 5% 30%| |windsor 407 489
populaion gains (1M-15%0) bt tht | Lanesborowah 1% 13 Eremon or
. . . . . .
around .hadly a.pproa:hl ng the 37% mcregase In Great Barrington 0% 28%]||West Stocgkbridge 62 431
Fﬁgggit;l?; predicted for the southern region of { vy iamstown 0% 29%| |savoy 383 403
. Stockbridge -2% 24%] |Sandisfield 277 368
Lee -T% 33%| [Hancock 46 336
Future changes in population throughout the | Dalton -8% 27%]| |Washington 138 314
region will be heavily influenced by factors| Lenox -13% 28% |Florida 4 188
outside regional control. Still, discussions now| C'arksburg "15% - 26%)|Tyringham 116 159
. . . Pittsfield -20% 6%| |Alford 97 122
taking place throughout the region in the Comt [ north Adams -24% 5%]| |New Ashford 64 121
munity Development Planning program and| adams -25% 6%| |Mount Washington 78 82
planning for housing, community economic| County Total -10% 21%]||County Total -14,399 27,697
cevelopmen. open spece and reresion, ad | o e, e
community services will serve as thresholds for| g,y 1700 370el| Seuth 3094 8021
future population change. [J Pittsfield MSA 15%  16%||Pittsfield MSA 15117 13,264
Sources: U.S. Census: 1970-2000 ; 2010-2030 Forecasts: REMI (County Totals) & BRPC (community)

Population
Forecast

Packet

A complete Forecast Packet which includes a summary sheet of al communities, county totals, and
community level charts showing population trendlines from 1940 to 2000 and projections continuing out
to 2030 are available at the BRPC office in downtown Pittsfield or online at: berkshireplanning.org]






