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Focus ON DALTON: Making Plans, Taking Action

Over the past five years, the Town of Dalton has actively
pursued planning and zoning programs that have
successfully produced planning and management
documents, updated zoning bylaws, and created mechanisms
to improve water quality. Much of the work arose from the
need to address current economic and fiscal issues and to
develop an overall vision for the future development of the
community. With BRPC' s assistance, Dalton representatives
continue to work to implement their plans and take action in
their community. The following isashort list of these
activities:

In 1999, the Town embarked on two separately funded
planning projects: 1) a $25,000 Municipal Incentive
Grant from the Department of Housing and Community
Development for the creation of aBusiness
Development Plan and, 2) a $15,000 Town funded
Comprehensive Master Plan.

Dalton was one of the first communitiesinthe state to
participate in the EO418 Community Development
Plan program. The Town sought out this program to
pursue existing planning efforts and implementation
itemsidentified in their planning documents. Using
$30,000 in technical assistance, the Town developed a
Corridor Access Plan for Main Street, developed an
affordable housing strategy, drafted a cluster bylaw,
developed a streetscape improvement program, and
began to prepare an Open Space Plan.

The Selectmen approved the formation of the
Economic Development Industrial Committee
(EDIC). The EDIC is responsible for the
implementation of the Business Development Plan.
Specifically, this committeeis pursuing responsible
economic development initiatives in hopes of
diversifying the tax base and providing opportunities for

current and future business entities.
Through the efforts of the EDIC and the CDP, the Town

has applied for funding under DHCD’s Community
Development Block Grant Downtown Supplemental
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Historic Depot Street, Downtown Dalton.

Round grant program to further develop a Downtown
Revitalization program. Under this program, the town
will provide funding to individual property owners for
facade and signage improvements and will install
historic street lighting along the downtown corridor.
Announcement of grants will be made in June 2003.
Thetotal amount of the grant requested is $400,000
with a matching grant commitment of $25,000 from the
EDIC.

In an effort to understand the need for more compact
development, improved design standards and open
space protection, the Planning Board proposed the
Open Space Residential Development District for the
R-3 District. The new OSRD bylaw drew much
discussion and was adopted at Special Town Mesting in
March 2003.

Under the requirements of the recently promulgated
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System,
Phase 11 regulations regarding stormwater management,
the Town worked to develop a stormwater
management plan. The ultimate goals of this program
are to improve the water quality in the Housatonic

River and its tributaries in downtown Dalton, by
preventing nonpoint source runoff and illicit stormwater

(Continued on page2)

Grant Opportunity for historic preser- | BRPC moves ahead with Community De-
velopment Plans for 24 municipalities.
(See CDP Update, page 2)
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Programs, Projects and Grants

Grant Opportunity

Egremont Master Plan Completed

Mass. Preservation Projects Fund Grants Available
The Mass. Historical Commission (MHC) has an-
nounced that it will be accepting grant applications for
historic preservation projects. Requests for pre-
development projects can range from $5,000 to
$30,000; requests for development or acquisition pro-
jects may range from $7,500 to $100,000. A loca
match isrequired. The deadline for grant applications
isJune 27, 2003. MHC gtaff will be on hand to answer
guestions about the program on Tues., May 64, 4:.00-
6:00 p.m. at the Lee Library a 100 Main Street. For
more information, call 617-727-8470 or visit www.
state.ma.us/sec/mhc/mhcmppf/mppfidx.htm.

Community Development Plan Update

Community Development Planning efforts are well
underway in 24 Berkshire County communities. A
number of CD Plans are on target to be completed by
this summer and the Town of Williamstown actually
completed its CD Plan (a supplement to its Master
Plan) in January 2003. Dueto a strong increasein
participation in the CD Program across the Common-
wealth, the State has recently extended the time al-
lowed to complete the CD Plans until June of 2004.

CDP Housing Elements — 22 of the participating
communities are developing housing data profiles,
affordable housing strategies, and future housing
maps. The Town of Stockbridge has used its CDP
Housing funds to do pre-development work for an
identified affordable housing site. The City of
North Adams has used its funds to develop a
housing plan for the Bracewell Avenue neighbor-
hood.

CDP Economic Development Elements— The
Town of Clarksburg is planning for the rehabilita-
tion of the Strong Hewat Mill Site. The Town of
Lenox is using funds for a mixed-use revitalization
project for the Lenox Shops property. North Adams,
Stockbridge and West Stockbridge are focusing on
plans to study specific redevelopment sites within
their communities. Hancock and New Ashford are
conducting Fiscal Impact Studies in their communi-
ties. Otis is planning the development of alarge
scale Community Recreational Facility. Monterey,
Tyringham and Alford are focusing on efforts to
sustain agricultural as a viable economic resources

within their communities.
(Continued on page4)
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assistance in the preparation of the report, in-
cluding the development of comprehensive
housing and economic, land use, transportation,
natural resources and open space plans, as well
as maps, based on MassGI S data, lists of goals
and objectives and corresponding action strate-
gies. Severa of the initiatives set out in the Mas-
ter Plan are now being pursued as part of the
Community Development Plan. Contact: Joellyn

Dalton Plans, Action...

(Continued from page 1)

discharges. In addition, BRPC provided GIS services
to map the location of stormwater drains as part of the
NPDES Phase |1 requirements.

Funded through a grant from the Berkshire Taconic
Community Foundation, Dalton is participating in the
region’svisual simulation program to improve
analysis capability of proposed zoning bylaws and
development proposals using 3D softwar e and
current GIS data layers.

Dalton’s commitment to making a differencein the lives
of itsresidents and business ownersis congratul ated. Their
effortsto turn planning into action has allowed them to
access nearly $530,000 in existing and potential funding
sources. Even with all their successes Dalton is not sitting
idle. Future goalsinclude additional updates to zoning &
subdivision controls, renovation and reuse of the former
Nessacus School, Town Hall improvements, a request to
beincluded in the Berkshire Economic Target Area
(ETA), and many more projects. Contact: Joellyn Warren.







