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MEETING NOTICE 
 

A meeting of the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 
will be held on: 

 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Please Note: In the case of inclement weather on the day of the meeting, please call BRPC (413-
442-1521, ext 15) to confirm if the meeting will still be held. 
 
 
Meeting Material:  All written materials for the meeting are posted on BRPC’s website:  
www.berkshireplanning.org.  Click on the calendar date for the meeting and materials available 
will be listed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. Opening          (7:00-7:05) 
 
 A. Call to Order 
 B. Roll Call 
 C. Approval of Minutes of January 21, 2016 Meeting 
 
II. Comments from the Public        (7:05-7:10) 
 

Members of the public may offer comments regarding topics which are on the agenda or other 
matters which they wish to bring to the Commission’s attention.  Comments are limited to no more 
than three minutes and are to be directed to the Commission. 
 

III. Delegates' Issues         (7:10-7:15) 
 
Delegates and Alternates may bring up any issue not on the agenda. 
 

IV. 2016 – Berkshire (County) Regional Planning Commission’s 50th (Gold) Anniversary - 
           (7:15-7:25) 
 
BRPC was created in 1966 and formally designated as an official regional planning agency in the 
Commonwealth.  At the January meeting some information was provided on what was going on in 
the county and elsewhere in 1966.  At this meeting, some of the highlights of the Commission’s 
first 25 or so years will be presented. 

 
V. Economic Development District Designation Update    (7:25-7:35) 
 

Last year the Commission approved seeking approval from the U.S. Economic Development 
Administration for designation of Berkshire County as an Economic Development District.  We are 
one of the very few regions in Massachusetts not so designated which hampers efforts to obtain 

http://www.berkshireplanning.org/


 
 

 

their support for both economic development planning and public works infrastructure funding.  
We will provide a brief update regarding the status of seeking that status. 
 

VI. US Bike Route 7 Designation Effort       (7:35-8:00) 
 
Over the past several years, the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area has been 
convening an annual meeting to create a multi-use path across western New England, 
connecting the East Coast Greenway along Long Island Sound to the well-established bicycle 
touring route in Quebec, leading to Montreal.  As part of that effort, this year the three western 
New England states are sponsoring a potential application to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to designate this route US Bike Route 7.  All communities along the route in 
Connecticut and Vermont have approved this; work is beginning in Massachusetts to gain local 
approval here.  Senior Planner Emily Lindsey will present the proposal to the Commission.  
Commission endorsement is requested. 
 

VII. Reappointments to Berkshire County Regional Housing Authority  (8:00-8:10) 
 

As one of the legacies of Berkshire County government handed over to BRPC, we are the 
appointing authority for local members to the County Regional Housing Authority.  Two board 
member’s terms expire and we have been asked to reappoint them. The two members are 
Richard Grillon of Washington and Lisa Sloane of Lee. 

 
VIII. Community Compact Agreements in the Berkshires    (8:10-8:25) 
 

At January’s meeting, the interrelationship between the District Local Technical Assistance 
program and the new Community Compact program was raised.  We will brief the Commission on 
the status of Community Compacts in the Berkshires and highlight the opportunities that are still 
available to almost all of our communities to participate in or increase their participation in this 
program. 
 

IX. Consideration of Limited Comments on the State Budget as Proposed by the Governor 
            (8:25-8:45) 

 
X. Approval of Executive Committee Actions between January 21 and March 17, 2016  

           (8:45-8:50) 
 
XI. Executive Director’s Report       (8:50-9:00) 
 

A. Presentation on the Renewable Wood Heat Sustainable Supply for the Mohawk Trail 
Woodlands Partnership Project – Thursday, March 24th, Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments, Greenfield 

B. Berkshire Conservation Commission Coalition Meeting – Tuesday, March 29th, BRPC 
C. 5th Thursday Dinner for Planning & Zoning Boards – “Designing for Complete Streets”  - 

Thursday, March 31st, Mazzeo’s Ristorante, Pittsfield 
D. Aging in Place Open Forum – Thursday, March 31st, Pittsfield and Adams; Friday, April 

1st, Great Barrington 
E. 2017 State Budget and District Local Technical Assistance Funding 
F. Berkshires Tomorrow and Amazon Smile 
G. MassDOT Complete Streets Application Opened 
H. Complete Streets Policy Template Available on BRPC Website 
I. MassDOT Project to Renumber Interstate Exits 
J. Status of Final Decision by EPA on Clean-up of PCBs from the Housatonic River 
K. Other 
 

XII. Adjournment          (9:00)   
 



 
 

 

 
 

Other interested citizens and officials are invited to attend. 
 

All times listed are estimates of when specific agenda items may be discussed. 
 

City and Town Clerks: Please post this notice pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 39, Section 23B 
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