
 
 

Minutes of the Berkshire Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)  
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:00 PM 

At the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission office 
1 Fenn Street, Suite 201, Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

 
MPO Representatives and Alternates Voting: 
Clinton Bench, MassDOT (Representing Secretary Davey) 
Mark Moore, MassDOT District 1 (representing Administrator DePaola) 
Jim Lovejoy, Town of Mt. Washington (Southwest Berkshire Delegate) 
Gordon Bailey, Town of Lee (Southeast Berkshire Delegate) 
Mike Ouellette, Town of Adams (North Berkshire Delegate) 
Bruce Collingwood, City of Pittsfield  
John Boyle, Town of Dalton (North Central Berkshire Delegate) 
Bob Malnati, BRTA 
James Mullen, BRPC 
Mike Nuvallie, City of North Adams 
 
Others Present: 
Kevin O’Donnell, TAC Chair (Great Barrington) 
Jim Huebner, Town of Washington 
Chris Cornwell, GPI 
Fred Nastrioanni, GPI 
Ken Walto, Town of Dalton 
Andrew Lehmann, MassDOT 
Peter Frieri, MassDOT District 1 
Justin Diagle, MassDOT District 1 
Jane Winn, BEAT 
Clete Kus, BRPC  
Anuja Koirala, BRPC 
Ed Nardi, Town of Tyringham, TAC 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER-INTRODUCTIONS 

Mr. Bench called the meeting to order at 4:05 
 

2. MINUTES OF April 24, 2012 
Mr. Mullen requested that revised minutes have changes clearly indicated. 

 
3. MINUTES OF May 29, 2012 

Mr. Boyle indicated that the vote on the TIP from the May meeting should have Mr. Mohler 
voting nay and Mr. Niles voting aye for the motion that should be defeated for scenario 
number two.   
 
ACTION: Motion by Mr. Boyle, supported by Mr. Malnati, to approve the minutes of the 
April 24, 2012 and May 29, 2012 MPO meetings, as amended.  
 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED, ONE ABSTENTION 

 
4. PRESENTATION ON THE FREIGHT AND GOODS MOVEMENT STUDY 

Mr. Plachcinski presented the freight project.  Mr. Mullen suggested that BRPC should 
identify local producers of freight.  Mr. Bench requested that staff consider the report and 
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offer more specific recommendations for improving freight movements based on other 
analyses that are conducted on behalf of the MPO.  The MPO discussed inspection, 
reporting, and enforcement for weight restricted bridges. 
 

5. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Town of Dalton’s town manager and engineering consultants presented an update of the 
Housatonic Street project, including an updated timeline and traffic study.  Mr. Nardi 
stressed that the Tyringham Road project in Lee was ready to proceed. Mrs. Winn asked 
about culvert improvements. 
 

6. CONSIDERATION OF THE 2013-2016 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 
Ms. Koirala presented the draft TIP that was released for the public comment period.  She 
reviewed that the comments from MassDOT and FHWA suggested including additional 
information in the document.  The proposal recommends adjusting the Adams rail trail 
extension with additional funds to reflect updated costs.  There was an additional discussion 
about bridge funds.  Mr. Malnati mentioned the supplemental TIP list for transit.   
 
ACTION: Motion by Mr. Boyle, supported by Mr. Malnati, to approve the 2013-2016 TIP as 
presented. MOTION CARRIED  

 
7. CONSIDERATION OF THE 2013 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM 

Mr. Kus briefly presented the 2013 UPWP.  Mr. Moore requested a change to a task item 
regarding the US 20 corridor study so the task scope is reviewed by the MPO.  
 
ACTION: Motion by Mr. Mullen, supported by Mr. Lovejoy, to endorse the 2013 UPWP as 
presented. MOTION CARRIED  
 

8. STATUS REPORTS FROM MEMBER AGENCIES 
Mr. Frieri reviewed the current project status including the Pittsfield South Street project and 
the first Ashuwiliticook project.  There were also new project forms submitted for some 
projects.  Mr. Mullen asked to understand how new Federal legislation affected funding 
programs, particularly non-motorized projects. The State Bond Bill and paying for 
transportation projects through Chapter 90 was discussed. 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
10. NEXT MEETING DATE 

AUGUST 28, 2012 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:32 p.m.  
 

VOICE VOTE: PASSES UNANIMOUSLY  
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Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• April and May meeting minutes 
• Freight and Goods Movement Document  
• 2013-2016 TIP  
• 2013 UPWP 
• Project Updates 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Douglas Plachcinski, AICP 
Senior Transportation Planner 
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