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HOUSING IN THE BERKSHIRES:  A LOOK AT THE DATA 

Affordability: Between 1990 and 2007, the cost of a single fam-

ily home in Berkshire County steadily increased, while median 

household income did not exhibit similar growth. In Berkshire 

County, a substantial portion of residents face owner or rental 

burden due to the cost of their homes. Of the renter occupied 

units,  56% spend more than 30% of their household income on 

rent costs, which include monthly rental fees as well as esti-

mated utility or fuel costs. Sixty percent of rental households are 

severely rent burdened, with more than half (>50%) of house-

hold income used toward rent. Nearly 32% (31.7%) of owner 

occupied units expend 30% or more of their household income 

towards occupancy costs, which can include mortgage payments, 

real estate taxes, flood, fire or hazards insurance, utilities or fuel.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Quality: Much of the housing stock in Berkshire County is old,  

with 40% of the homes being built before 1940. This stock 

trends toward single-family homes rather than multi-family 

homes. Older homes are often expensive to maintain and can be 

less energy efficient. Anecdotally, many of the affordable housing 

options are in inferior condition and do not offer residents at-

tractive, safe or quality housing options. 

 

Housing Retention: Many residents in the Berkshires live dou-

bled up,  which puts them at risk for homelessness. Living dou-

bled up refers to shared housing. Living doubled up contributes 

to overcrowding and safety concerns due to a lack of adequate 

square footage per person. The mobility of residents living in 

doubled up situations, if residents are moving from house to 

house, for example, can impact work security and regular school 

attendance. The Berkshire Regional Housing Authority noted 

over 200 interventions to help with emergency housing needs as 

well as with housing retention needs last year. Foreclosures 

peaked in 2010, increasing from 149 in 2009 to 189 in 2010, a 

change of 26%.  In 2011, these decreased to 147. 

Lack of Variety & Availability:  Within the region, there is a 

small percentage (36%) of homes considered affordable for fami-

lies making an income at or below $35,000 a year. Households 

earning less than $34,999 face greater housing or rental burden 

than those making $75,000 or more. This suggests a mismatch 

between available housing opportunity and incomes.  Sixty-eight 

percent of households making $34,999 a year or less spend 30% 

or more of their income on ownership or rental costs; only 17% 

of those making $50,000 a year or more spend 30% or more of 

their income toward ownership or renting costs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are far more owner occupied units than rental units in 

the county, with 70% of units being owner occupied versus 30% 

being renter occupied.   

Population trends  in Berkshire County also indicate some chal-

lenges in regards to existing housing opportunity in the region. 

The population size in the Berkshires is not only declining in 

number; a large proportion of the current population is aging. 

The number of older residents will likely continue to grow as 

the Baby Boomer generation ages into retirement and beyond. 

Finding safe, comfortable and affordable housing in their commu-

nity of choice is likely to become an issue of importance for 

older residents, while the ease of finding and securing safe, af-

fordable and comfortable homes for younger residents and fami-

lies is important in maintaining a diverse and vibrant population 

and economy. 

 

 

Source: U.S. Census, ACS 2007-2011 

Source: U.S. Census, ACS 2007-2011 

Source: U.S. Census, ACS 2007-2011 

Source: U.S. Census, ACS 2007-2011 
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