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BRPC has received a $400,000 grant award from the U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment 

Grant Program.  Funding will continue and expand the Berkshire Brownfields Program.  The 

new grant will continue to fund Phase I and Phase II assessments throughout Berkshire 

County.  These assessments are the first step to cleaning up contaminated sites and are 

often needed to protect potential buyers from liability.  Phase III assessments funded 

through the grant include the preparation of remedial action plans.  A remedial action plan 

is an important first step in cleaning up a site.  BRPC is expecting these funds to be obli-

gated quickly.  Please get your site in the queue right away.  Property Profile Forms are 

available on our website, at http://berkshireplanning.org/major-initiatives/berkshire-

brownfields/.  

 

In addition, the Town of Lee has been awarded an Area-Wide Planning Grant.  This is just 

the second round of funding for this program, which EPA started in 2010 with the first set 

of pilot projects.  The grant to the Town of Lee was one of only 20 awarded across the 

country. 

 

EPA created the Area-Wide Planning Program to assist with community involvement, and 

research planning and implementation strategies related to brownfields cleanup and reuse.  

The project in Lee will focus on the four closed mills just north of the downtown – Eagle, 

Columbia, Greylock, and Niagara (Lenoxdale) - and the surrounding area.  The goal of the 

project is to lead to environmental health and protection, in conjunction with economic 

development and job creation.  A meaningful community involvement process will be con-

ducted to result in a locally-driven plan that considers multiple community goals. 

 

The Brownfields Area-Wide Plan will include:  

 strategies for reusing the high priority brownfield sites; 

 information on how assessment and cleanup of those sites will be influenced by the 

reuse strategies; and  

 plan implementation strategies, which identify specific actions for next steps and specific 

resources needed 

 

For more information, please contact Melissa Provencher at 

mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 22.  

The BRPC Regional Issues Committee has completed an extensive review of “An Act Pro-

moting the Planning and Development of Sustainable Communities”, H.1859.  This is the 

newest and shorter version of previous attempts to update the Commonwealth’s very out-

dated Zoning Enabling Act and Subdivision Control Law.  Final draft comments will be pre-

sented at the Commission’s July 11th meeting and, if approved, will be forwarded to the 

Berkshire legislative delegation, co-chairs of the Committee on Municipalities and Regional 

Government, and the Senate President and House Speaker.  The bill has already had a pub-

lic hearing, received considerable favorable testimony, and has support from some legisla-

tive leaders. For more information, please contact nkarns@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 

26.  
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The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a prioritized, multi-year program for the implementation of federally funded trans-

portation projects in Berkshire County. The TIP implements the region’s long-range transportation plan by programming federal-aid 

funds for transit, highway, bridge, transportation enhancement, bike paths, safety, and air quality improvements. 

 

On June 25th, The Berkshire Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) voted on the FFY 2014-2017 TIP, which includes a $84.1million 

list of bridge, highway, transit, and bike paths projects to be implemented in Berkshire County. The list is the centerpiece of the TIP, a 

draft of which was released by the MPO on May 21 for public comments. The public comment period is now over, but if interested in 

seeing the list, please contact Anuja Koirala at akoirala@berkshireplanning.org or ext.18 

The Charles Kusik Award was instituted to recognize projects, groups, or individuals who have made outstanding contributions to plan-

ning in Berkshire County. Nominations are now being accepted for the 2013 award, which will be presented at the BRPC Annual Meet-

ing on Thursday, October 17th.  Past award winners have included the late Aimee Thayer, Lanesborough Planning Board member & 

BRPC leader; Don Goranson, long-time Chair of the Great Barrington Planning Board; retired State Representative Dan Bosley; Majorie 

Cohan, President of the Berkshire Bike Path Council; and Sally Bell, long-time counsel to many Berkshire towns and land use consultant 

to BRPC. For a copy of the nomination form (although we will accept nominations in just about any format), go to 

www.BerkshirePlanning.org/announcements.  Nominations are due no later than August 31, 2013.  Employees, Delegates and Alternates 

to the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission are not eligible for the award. For more information, please contact Nat Karns at 

nkarns@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 26. 

The launch event for the Western Massachusetts Scenic Byway Marketing Campaign was held at Mount Sugarloaf on Friday June 28 th.  

The event included “old time” photos with an antique car, speakers, games and giveaways.  A new brochure was unveiled at the event 

and the website www.bywayswestmass.com is now public.  

Print ads are appearing in the Berkshire, Mohawk Trail and Pioneer Valley Visitor Guides.  Print ads will also be in the Jacob’s Pillow, 

Williamstown Theater Festival, and Tanglewood Programs.  Plus Preview Magazine, Explore Magazine, and Berkshire Magazine will all 

run ads. Additional components of the marketing campaign include a billboard on Rt. 91, digital ads, and Metro North kiosks.  The digital 

ads target greater Albany, Hartford, Boston and New York City. The Berkshire region has several scenic byways: Mount Greylock, 

Jacob’s Ladder, Route 112 and Route 116. Check out the new website to learn more about them. This project will wrap-up in early fall 

with the installation of scenic byway signs along each of the western Massachusetts scenic byways. 

 

For more information, please contact: Lauren Gaherty  at lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 35 or Melissa Provencher at 

mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 22. 

An example of a Scenic Byways  of Western 

Massachusetts Kiosk on the Metro North line. 
An example of a Scenic Byways of Western 

Massachusetts  billboard along Interstate 91.  

The draft Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan is available for public comment until Friday, July 26th. The draft plan can be 

accessed at the Franklin Regional Council of Government website: http://frcog.org/services/transportation/Route116.php. The plan includes 

chapters on scenic resources, natural resources, outdoor recreation, travel and tourism, economic development and community planning 

along Route 116, with recommended strategies to enhance and maintain the character of the Route 116 Byway. The Route 116 Scenic By-

way runs through the Berkshire communities of Savoy, Cheshire and Adams. For more information, please contact Pat Mullins at 

pmullins@berkshireplanning.org 
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In one of our initial implementation actions for the Sustainable Berkshires Plan, BRPC evaluated a land acquisition notice waiver request by 

the Department of Conservation and Recreation for a 51 acre parcel in Otis.  State agencies are legally required to give local govern-

ments and regional planning agencies at least 120 days notice of potential land acquisitions; we typically get requests to waive the 120 

day notice requirement a few times a year.  In the past, we had no mechanism to evaluate the relative worth of these requests, other 

than to check in with the affected community to see if it had issues. 

 

The Natural Resources and Recreation section of the Sustainable Berkshires Plan contains a comprehensive evaluation of the relative im-

portance of land across the county from a natural resource standpoint.  This was used as for the first time as part of our consideration 

of DCR’s request for a waiver.  The land potentially being acquired had no known important natural resource values, no recreational 

value, and did not provide important connections between lands that had those values, plus it had been recently logged and had no real 

timber value.  Given that lack of value, it was staff’s opinion that the waiver request should be denied and the Clearinghouse Review 

Committee and Executive Committee concurred.  DCR has been informed that we will apply these criteria to future requests for po-

tential land acquisitions. For more information, please contact Nat Karns at nkarns@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 26. 

 

The Berkshire Public Health Alliance is coordinating the Berkshire Opioid Abuse Collaborative.  With funding support provided by the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health the Berkshire Opioid Abuse Collaborative will develop and implement local policies, prac-

tices, systems and environmental changes to prevent the misuse or abuse of opioids, prevent or reduce unintentional deaths and non-

fatal hospital events associated with opioid poisonings and increase the capacity of municipalities to deal with the growing problem.   

 

This effort builds upon the ongoing work being done in the communities by partners to this effort.  The key community organizations 

include those in the Berkshire Youth Development Project (Northern Berkshire Community Coalition, the Pittsfield Prevention Part-

nership and the South Berkshire Community Coalition / Railroad Youth Project).  In addition to the 21 Alliance municipalities, the City 

of Pittsfield and the Tri-Town Health Department (Lee, Lenox and Stockbridge) are also strong partners in this effort.  Other organiza-

tions indicating support and participation include Berkshire Health Systems, Berkshire Sheriff’s Department, Berkshire United Way, 

Brien Center, Berkshire County DA Office and the Drug Free Task Force, Multicultural Bridge and North Adams Regional Hospital. 

 

This effort will implement the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-

tion (SAMHSA) agency’s Strategic Prevention Framework.  This Framework contains 5 steps:  1.) Assessment of needs, resources to 

address the problem and gaps in service delivery;  2.) Mobilization of existing resources or capacity building to address gaps;  3.) Devel-

opment of a comprehensive plan that identifies strategies;  4.) Implementation of strategies to prevent the misuse or abuse of opioids, 

prevent or reduce unintentional deaths and non-fatal hospital events associated with opioid poisonings; 5.) Evaluation. 

 

Opiates and heroin abuse is a huge and rapidly growing problem in Berkshire County.  It was recently referred to as a budding epidemic 

by a representative to our local Drug Task Force.  This collaborative effort seeks to stop this problem before it gets out of hand.  BRPC 

serves as the fiscal agent to the Berkshire Public Health Alliance.  For more information, please contact Tom Matuszko at 

tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or ext. 34.  

 

Brownfields Cleanup at 339 North Street in Dalton Nearly Complete 
The Dalton Redevelopment Authority (DRA) is nearly finished with cleanup of petroleum contamination at the site of a former gas sta-

tion and trucking company along Route 9. The cleanup is being funded by a $200,000 Brownfields Cleanup Grant from the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA). On-site cleanup activities began in April and were completed in less than one week. An “Activity and 

Use Limitation” (AUL) will be placed on the property which will restrict residential use and activities such as growing vegetables – most 

uses currently allowable under zoning will not be affected by the AUL. The DRA must still conduct sampling to ensure that the petro-

leum contamination has been addressed and then file a closure report with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

before selling the property. The DRA intends to issue a Request for Proposals in late summer or early fall for the sale and redevelop-

ment of this commercially zoned site. BRPC staff provides technical assistance to the DRA and administers the EPA Brownfields Cleanup 

Grant on behalf of the DRA. For more information, please contact Melissa Provencher at mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org, ext. 22 

and Brian Domina at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org, ext. 14. 

Berkshire Benchmarks, a program of BRPC, has released briefs examining the region’s population characteristics as well as looking at the 

poverty in the region.  Take a look at http://www.berkshirebenchmarks.org/about/publications/.   For more information, contact Mark 

Maloy at mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org.  
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 4: Independence Day; BRPC 

office closed 

10: Passenger Rail Station Loca-

tion Analysis Public Meeting 

(GB) 

11: Executive Committee 

Full Commission Meeting 

30: MPO Meeting 

AUGUST 

8: Executive Committee  

27: MPO Meeting 

Planner Lindsay Errichetto and her family welcomed Rowan Lane Errichetto on June 

5th, healthy at 21 inches long, and weighing 8 pounds and 2.9 ounces. BRPC staff are 

happy to hear that both Rowan and his family are doing great and enjoying the sum-

mer. 

Please consider receiving an e-newsletter—saving trees and energy costs in our region 

and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org today to subscribe! 

The Nominating Committee has nominated the following as Berkshire Regional Planning 

Commission officers for the upcoming year: 

 

Chair   - Sheila Irvin, Pittsfield Delegate 

Vice Chair  - Kyle Hanlon, North Adams Delegate 

Clerk   - Gale LaBelle, Becket Delegate 

Treasurer  - Charles P. Ogden, Egremont Alternate 

 

Elections will be held at the Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 11th at 5 p.m. 

at BRPC.   Nominations from the floor will be accepted at that time. 

An initial public meeting was held on Wednesday, June 26th, with nearly 50 members of the 

public in attendance. A second meeting will be held in Great Barrington on Wednesday, July 

10th at Monument Mountain Regional High School. Interested community members are en-

couraged to attend, and will be able to listen to Housatonic Railroad discuss their plans for 

restoring passenger rail service to the region, and to BRPC discuss the objective passenger 

rail station location analysis it has worked on since the project kicked off. Participants will 

have an opportunity to discuss both physical characteristics of potential stations, as well as 

the economic development and housing impacts of renewed passenger rail in the Berkshires. 

Please contact Brian Domina bdomina@berkshireplanning.org for questions or more infor-

mation. 

Ellen Downes, the Accounts Receivable Assistant at BRPC, will be retiring on July 31st. The 

BRPC staff wishes she and her family well as she departs, and thanks her for her work and 

help during her time here.  
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