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IN THIS ISSUE 
Update on Tennessee Gas Pipeline’s NED Project 
 

The pre-filing process for Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP) Company’s Northeast Direct Project 

continues to march forward, with a well-attended open house held by TGP at Berkshire Com-

munity College on February 10th.   Due to the various significant winter weather events, some 

open houses in other areas, such as in Rensselaer County, have had to be postponed.  The Fed-

eral Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has required that TGP not hold those remaining 

open houses until April, after most winter weather threats should be over.  TGP indicated at 

the Berkshire open house that it expects to formally file in the fourth quarter of 2015.  They 

expect to file various resource reports with FERC, some in March and some not until May. 

 

FERC representatives at the open house indicated that they may begin the environmental as-

sessment scoping process, which will precede the preparation of the Environmental Impact 

Statement, in the near future, possibly before the open houses are complete.  One item of note 

is that FERC staff indicated that the final route will not be determined until the very end of the 

process and that decision is FERC’s in issuing the permit.  It is very important for our municipal-

ities, and the three public water supply systems impacted, to be developing a list now, with as 

much detail as possible, regarding the various issues they want to see addressed.  These should 

include specifics on public facilities, residences and businesses, agricultural operations, historic 

properties, and environmental features which are in proximity to the route.  We understand 

that in Dalton, one of the Select Board members has been approaching each town board and 

department to discuss the issues they feel need to be addressed and this is a model that we 

encourage be used in all our municipalities. 

 

For further information, contact Senior Planner Melissa Provencher at 442-1521, ext 22, or 

mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org, Assistant Director Tom Matuszko at ext 34 or tmatusz-

ko@berkshireplanning.org, or Executive Director Nat Karns at ext 26 or 

nkarns@berkshireplanning.org.  

Traffic Impact Analysis Review Assistance 
 

Staff from BRPC recently provided assistance to the Town of Cheshire reviewing a Traffic Impact and Access Analysis.   A Dollar 

General store has been proposed in the Town of Cheshire at the southwest corner of West Mountain Road/Church Street and 

Route 8 in Cheshire.  The Cheshire Board of Selectmen requested that transportation planning staff conduct a peer review of the 

traffic impact study prepared by the traffic engineering consulting firm.  The review performed by BRPC focused on the Traffic 

Impact and Access Study and is for completeness, technical accuracy and adequacy of proposed mitigation measures.   

 

The review provided commentary on all sections 

of the study in a succinct, direct approach as a 

means to provide insight to Cheshire officials on 

the more critical components of the traffic study. 

BRPC staff raised concerns about the access 

driveway and the difficulty drivers would experi-

ence during peak traffic when attempting to exit 

onto Route 8, heading north.  Potential site cir-

culation issues and limited parking were other 

items which were identified as concerns.   Staff 

also recommended that sidewalks which are pro-

posed to be constructed along Route 8 as part of 

the project be moved away or offset from the 

curb as a means of providing additional safety. 

 

BRPC is available to assist Berkshire County communities in reviewing development proposals, including Traffic Impact Analyses.  

If you would like more information on this service, please contact Clete Kus at ckus@berkshireplanning.org or 442-1521 ext 20.   

http://www.berkshireplanning.org
mailto:mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:nkarns@berkshireplanning.org
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Age Friendly Community Survey 
 

Berkshire County is aging faster than most of Massachusetts and the country.  Nearly 30,000 baby boomers will retire in 

Berkshire County over the next 10-20 years.  This change in our population requires rethinking what it means to get older 

in the Berkshires and preparing for this change.  

Age Friendly Community is an international effort through the World Health Organization (WHO) and coordinated in the 

United States by AARP.  An Age-Friendly Community is a way to help older adults remain healthy, active, and engaged in 

their community for as long as possible.  BRPC has been working with a Task Force to explore designating Berkshire County 

as an Age-Friendly County.  The Task Force to date includes representatives from the Adams, Great Barrington, Pittsfield 

and Williamstown Councils on Aging, Home Instead Senior Care, Elder Services of Berkshire County, Be Well Berkshires, 

the Berkshire County Boards of Health Association, and Berkshire Health Systems.   

As part of this effort a survey will be conducted of those 50 years old or older who live full or part-

time in Berkshire County.  Survey results will help inform planning efforts to make Berkshire County 

an Age-Friendly County: a better place for older adults and all Berkshire residents! 

 

Paper copies of the surveys will be available in cities and towns beginning March 2, 2015 through the 

Councils on Aging.  An online version (preferred) will be available on March 2, 2015 at 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/BerkshireAgeFriendly.  Completed surveys are due no later than April 15, 

2015.  Please feel free to pass this link to others or alert them to the opportunity to complete this sur-

vey.  BRPC contact:  Laura Kittross, lkittross@berkshireplanning.org.  

Update on Railway Initiatives 
 

Progress is being made on a number of railroad initiatives including property acquisitions and engineering.   In early January, 

MassDOT completed the acquisition of the Housatonic Railroad’s Berkshire Line which includes both the track and underlying 

property from Pittsfield to the Connecticut state line.  The purchase price for the 37 mile corridor was $12,130,000.  The State is 

also committing to spend an additional $35 million to rebuild the tracks and improve them up to current standards.  These im-

provements would support potential future passenger rail service but the industrial users of the freight services provided by the 

Housatonic Railroad are the immediate beneficiaries.  The Housatonic Railroad will retain a freight easement on this rail corridor 

and will continue to provide freight service.  Work on 

the track improvements to the Berkshire Line is ex-

pected to occur through 2016. 
 

In addition to acquiring the Berkshire Line, MassDOT 

also acquired the Coltsville spur from the Housatonic 

Railroad for $900,000.   This spur, which is approxi-

mately two miles in length, is located at the current 

terminus of the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail, just south of 

the Mall Connector Road and runs through the Unis-

tress property.  This segment of rail right-of-way is an 

integral piece of real estate that will provide for the 

southward extension of the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail 

into the City of Pittsfield from the trail’s current termi-

nus at the Pittsfield/Lanesborough municipal line.  Over 

the past four years, BRPC staff have been working with 

MassDOT and the Housatonic Railroad to acquire this 

spur for inclusion into the rail trail. 
 

Efforts related to increasing the height of the Hoosac 

Tunnel to allow for “double stack” trains are also proceeding.  MassDOT has selected the engineering firm VHB to provide engi-

neering services for this and will soon be issuing a “notice to proceed” for work to begin.  Funding for the engineering comes 

from a Federal Railway Administration grant ($2M) and funding from Norfolk Southern Railway ($1M).  This effort is expect to 

take 18 months to complete.  Once the engineering phase is completed, the focus will then be placed on funding for construction.  
 

BRPC continues to work with MassDOT’s Rail and Transit Division to finalize the acquisition of the Adams Branch line.  This seg-

ment is crucial to the Berkshire Scenic Railway’s plans to reestablish a tourist train service in the Berkshires, between the West-

ern Gateway Heritage State Park in North Adams and the Adams Visit the Berkshires Center in downtown Adams.   Staff will 

continue to keep abreast of the efforts to insure that this acquisition is completed so that the scenic railway can operate its popu-

lar tourist trains once again. 
 

Feel free to contact Clete Kus at ckus@berkshireplanning.org with any questions that you may have. 

© NellsWiki 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BerkshireAgeFriendly
mailto:lkittross@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:ckus@berkshireplanning.org
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Regional Economic Development Sites Inventory 
 

BRPC recently completed the 2014 Berkshire County Economic Development Sites Strategy.  This report analyzed the commer-

cial and industrial zoned land to determine what was available for future development.  The analysis looked at existing buildings 

that are currently vacant as well as greenfield development.   Once constraints, such as slope and wetlands were removed, the 

resulting land was further analyzed for potential to develop.  Overall, the region has 66 sites covering 132 properties that are con-

sidered developable, both greenfield and redevelopment.  For greenfield development, only 43 of these properties exceed 3 acres, 

which is considered the minimum required for 

new development, and only 10 that exceeded 10 

acres.  There are 48 properties that are already 

developed and are currently unused or underuti-

lized.  These properties together provide over 2.6 

million square feet of space, however almost all of 

it is in old mills. 
 

Overall, the region may have trouble attracting 

new companies or providing suitable land for ex-

pansion of existing companies.  The lack of signifi-

cantly sized vacant parcels zoned for commercial 

and industrial development is a major concern for 

attracting new development.  There is a large 

amount of land that is suitable for economic de-

velopment, but the land is zoned residential and 

thus unavailable.  The age, capacity and location of 

the current water, sewer and gas infrastructure is 

also a detriment to attracting or expanding busi-

nesses.  In addition, the significant number of va-

cant buildings requiring considerable investment 

for redevelopment is another hurdle the region 

faces.  Without investment in the vacant proper-

ties, many will continue to deteriorate and be un-

suitable for any sort of development in the future. 
 

For more information, contact Mark Maloy at 

mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org. 

Priority Sites for New Development 

Site Address Community 
Buildable 

Acres 

Print Works Dr Print Works Dr Adams 2.8 

Schnopp/Roberts Off Elaine Ave Dalton 5.1 

Schnopp/Roberts 899 South St Dalton 23.5 

Van Deusenville 

Rd 
Van Deusenville Rd Gt Barrington 22.6 

Quarry Hill 160 Quarry Hill Rd Lee 6.34 

Pittsfield Rd 36 Pittsfield Rd Lenox 31.8 

Curran Hwy Curran Hwy N. Adams 8.97 

Brown St Brown St N. Adams 4.42 

Pittsfield Airport Tamarack Rd Pittsfield 34.7 

Pittsfield Airport Tamarack Rd Pittsfield 16.1 

GE/PEDA 111 Silver Lake Blvd Pittsfield 7.8 

GE/PEDA Woodlawn Ave Pittsfield 7.0 

GE/PEDA Woodlawn Ave Pittsfield 16.6 

Stearnsville Park 15 Betnr Industrial Dr Pittsfield 4.3 

Stearnsville Park 15 Betnr Industrial Dr Pittsfield 4.9 

Technology Dr Technology Dr West Pittsfield 4.3 

Technology Dr Technology Dr West Pittsfield 3.2 

Sheffield  

Industrial Park 

87 Sheffield Business 

Park – East Stahl Rd 
Sheffield 4.1 

New Berkshire County Transportation Guide 
 

The Berkshire Regional Transportation Coordinating Council (RCC) was formed as a result of a state-wide coordination initiative 

to improve community, social service and paratransit transportation. The Berkshire RCC has been meeting monthly since January 

2014 to work on issues of improving the access, coordination and availability of transportation services utilized by individuals with 

disabilities, low income, limited English proficiency, seniors and visitors to the Berkshires.   
 

One of the Berkshire RCC’s initial projects, has been to create a Berkshire County Transportation Guide as a reference for all 

residents and visitors.  The Berkshire County Transportation Guide is intended to help everyone get around in Berkshire County 

and to encourage efficient use of available resources.  The Berkshire RCC is pleased to share the website link with area business-

es and organizations.  The Berkshire RCC has partnered with the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission to distribute this 

Berkshire County Transportation Guide.   
 

The Berkshire RCC’s goal is to make this resource available to everyone in Berkshire County with utilizing the available transpor-

tation resources to overcome challenges and barriers to mobility across Berkshire County. A copy of the transportation guide 

can be found at:  http://www.berkshireplanning.org/reports-and-documents/berkshire-county-transportation-guide/ 
 

We encourage you to share this document with your constituency and incorporate the link above on your website. If you would 

like more information, please contact Anuja Koirala, Senior Transportation Planner, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission at 

akoirala@berkshireplanning.org 

or Erica Girgenti, Berkshire 

Regional Transportation Coor-

dinating Council Chair at 

egirgenti@town.adams.ma.us or 

413-743-8333. 

http://www.berkshireplanning.org/reports-and-documents/berkshire-county-transportation-guide/
mailto:akoirala@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:egirgenti@town.adams.ma.us


CALENDAR 

Save the Date! 
 

SELECT BOARD MEMBERS, TOWN 

PLANNERS, BUSINESS LEADERS & 

HOUSING ADVOCATES 
 

Tuesday, March 31st, 2015 

9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

Chrissey Farms in Great Barrington 
 

HousingUs is hosting a joint Symposium 

on: 
 

“Investing in Community:  

Housing Strategies for Economic  
Development in the TriCorner Region” 

 

This symposium will explore how access 

to quality housing impacts economic de-

velopment in the TriCorner region of 

Southern Berkshires, Litchfield County 

CT, and northeast Dutchess County, NY. 

 
Presented in Partnership with:     

Berkshire Taconic Community  

Foundation 

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 

Community Development Corporation of 

South Berkshire 

Community Land Trust of Southern Berk-

shire 

 

For additional information,  

contact Pat Mullins at  

pmullins@berkshireplanning.org. 

Presorted 

Standard 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 121 

Pittsfield, MA 

COMMON GROUND 

1 Fenn Street, Suite  201  
Pittsfield, MA 01201       

Common Ground                                                              March/April                                                                       Volume 20, Issue 5 

Please consider receiving an e-newsletter—saving trees and energy costs in our region and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org today to subscribe! 
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Berkshire Young Adult Survey 
 

The Berkshires have been losing population for several dec-

ades and are projected to continue to lose population into the 

foreseeable future. Over the last two decades, the majority of 

this loss has been among young adults. This link (https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/BerkshireYoungAdults) will bring 

you to a survey that is designed to gain a better understanding 

of the various reasons why young adults (18-39) live in the Berkshires as well as 

why they may have moved away. 
 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and to email, share, tweet this 

survey to anyone you know who has lived in the Berkshires at some point during 

their life and is between 18 and 39!   

MARCH 

Mar 5th - Executive Committee 

Mar 17th - Transportation 

Advisory Committee 

Mar 19th - Commission 

Development Committee 

Mar 19th - Full Commission 

Mar 31st - MPO 

APRIL 

Apr 2nd - Executive Committee 

Apr 28th - MPO 

Be sure to check out our online calendar 

for recently posted events and agendas. 

berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar 

BRPC Welcomes Eammon Coughlin 
 

We welcome Eammon Coughlin as a new Planner on BRPC’s staff.  Eammon gradu-

ated from the University of Vermont with a degree in Environmental Science and 

from Cornell University with a Master of Landscape Architecture degree.  Over the 

past few years he has worked as a landscape designer for small firms in eastern MA, 

focusing on streetscapes, public parks and landscape research.  Eammon’s work at 

BRPC will primarily be in local planning and implementation projects, including com-

munity master, economic development and open space and recreation plans.   

mailto:jwagner@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Newsletter
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BerkshireYoungAdults
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BerkshireYoungAdults
http://berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar

