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The region’s first historic preservation plan was created by BRPC as part of the new re-

gional plan, Sustainable Berkshires.  Meanwhile, on a parallel track, Housatonic Heritage 

completed their management plan for the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area 

which covers most of the county and portions of northwestern Connecticut.  Housatonic 

Heritage, who is part of the regional consortium guiding the creation of Sustainable Berk-

shires, ensured their new plan was consistent with the regional plan.   

 

Now BRPC and Housatonic Heritage are teaming up to host the first annual Berkshire 

County Historic Preservation Summit.  A main goal for this first year will be to introduce 

the two new preservation plans and discuss their implications for work in the county.  This 

event will also highlight current preservation work, priorities  for future activities, and cre-

ate an opportunity for Historical Societies, Historic Commissions, curators, and other pres-

ervationists to network.   

 

The day-long summit will be held on Monday, May 20th, from 9:30-4:30 at Hancock 

Shaker Village. The event will be posted on the Sustainable Berkshires, Housatonic Heri-

tage, and BRPC websites or you can sign up to receive an e-blast from Sustainable Berk-

shires to be notified with further details. Please contact Senior Planner Amy Kacala for 

more information at akacala@berkshireplanning.org. 

  

 

May 2013 is the 57th annual National Bicycle Month and there is no shortage of cycling activ-

ity in the Berkshires.  The transition from winter to spring brings us incredible weather 

perfect for safely pedaling our roads or enjoying the Ashuwiliticook Rail Trail. May 8 is na-

tional Bike to Work Day.  May 13th-17th is national Bike to Work Week.  The Northern 

Berkshire Community Coalition, through Mass In Motion, is hosting a biking forum on 

Thursday, May 16, 2013.  

 

Excitement is building in North County where North Adams gains the Berkshire Scenic 

Railroad as it offers service to Adams and coexists with the northwards bike path exten-

sions.  Bike path designs are moving forward in Pittsfield, North Adams, Adams, Lee, and 

Williamstown. BRPC has programmed more than $13 million dollars in Federal and State 

funding for bike path construction through 2017.  Staff at BRPC is also working with part-

ners in Vermont and Connecticut to establish the Western New England Greenway (United 

States Bicycle Route 7) through a network of routes, ultimately connecting New York City 

to Montreal.  

 

Remember to always wear a properly fitting helmet while biking! For more information 

about events or bicycle planning the Berkshires, please contact Doug Plachcinski at 

dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org.   

 

 

Solar panels on the Cooper  

Building, where the BRPC  

office is housed. See page 3 for 

the full article. 

http://www.berkshireplanning.org
mailto:akacala@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Historic%20Preservation%20Summit
mailto:dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org
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In order to maintain Berkshire County’s eligibility for funding under the federal Economic Development Administration’s (EDA) 

regulations, the Berkshire CEDS Committee is charged with maintaining a list of economic development projects (Priority Project 

List) in the County. The Priority Project List is a listing of all economic development projects that are currently underway or in 

the planning process for Berkshire County. The List will include physical development projects as well as programs, initiatives, 

studies, and education. The List has many uses and benefits for the projects chosen for inclusion. The list is used by various agen-

cies and organizations when making decisions on how to best direct limited resources. A project’s listing on the Priority Project list 

also satisfies one of the eligibility criteria for receiving potential Economic Development Administration funding. If you have a project 

in Berkshire County or even a project concept that will impact the local economy please go to the BRPC website, download the so-

licitation package and submit to us by May 24, 2013.  Please contact Brian Domina at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org for more infor-

mation. 

 

 
The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) and the Housatonic Railroad Company have been awarded a grant from the 

federal Department of Transportation’s Transportation, Community and System Preservation Program to conduct a comprehen-

sive passenger rail station location and design analysis study along the existing Housatonic Rail Line. The primary purpose of the 

study is to identify potential sites for passenger rail stations along the rail corridor, to study the potential impacts of those loca-

tions on the communities and to maximize the benefits of renewed passenger rail service. BRPC has kicked off the 18 month plan-

ning study off with two Community Stakeholder meetings recently held in April. Please check our website for future meeting 

dates and locations; for additional information or to be added to this project’s email list please contact Brian Domina at 

bdomina@berkshireplanning.org 

  
  

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) and Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) are pleased 

to announce the availability of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding. 

This post-disaster mitigation grant funding is now available as a result of the federal disaster declarations for Tropical Storm 

Sandy. The deadline for grant funding applications is August 30th 2013.  Grant information is available here, and on May 7th, 

BRPC will host an informational workshop for interested applicants. The workshop will be at the BRPC office, and run from 1 

p.m. to 4 p.m. Please contact Mark Maloy at mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org for more information. 

 
What if the Hoosic River flowing through North Adams could be a more attractive, accessible community resource that still pro-

vides effective flood control? It’s possible! Please join us for a community conversation to: 

 

  *  Learn about 10 potential options from river restoration engineers  

  *  Get answers to your questions 

  *  Exchange thoughts and ideas with community members 

 

 

 

The Hoosic River Revival Invites You to a Community Conversation  on Saturday, June 15th, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 

event will take place at St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 68 Marshall Street in North Adams. It is sponsored by the Hoosic River Revival 

(hoosicriverrevival.org). Refreshments and babysitting provided. Please check their website for details to come.  

  

mailto:bdomina@berkshireplanning.org?subject=2013%20CEDS%20Annual%20Performance%20Report:%20Solicitation%20for%20Priority%20Projects
mailto:bdomina@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Passenger%20Rail%20Study
mailto:mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Hazard%20Mitigation%20Grant%20Program
http://hoosicriverrevival.org
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The Berkshire Public Health Alliance (BPHA), a group of 21 Berkshire County municipalities working together to improve the 

delivery of public health service, announces the appointment of Laura Kittross as its new Director.  

 

Laura has led the Berkshire County Boards of Health Association (BCBOHA) for the past five years and she will continue in that 

capacity.  Her dual positions mean that both organizations will be able to work together both more effectively and more efficiently 

to bring Public Health services, education and awareness to all of the citizens of Berkshire County. Laura has extensive experience 

in Public Health. Prior to her joining BCBOHA she was Director of Health in Pittsfield. She worked for the City of New York in a 

variety of positions related to public health prior to moving to the Berkshires in 2006.  

 

The Alliance also is expanding the Public Health Nursing program.  As a recipient of a second Community Innovation Challenge 

Grant, the Alliance will be expanding this service to more communities than the three currently using the service. The Berkshire 

Regional Planning Commission serves as the fiscal agent for the Alliance.  For more information go to  

http://berkshirepublichealth.org/ .  BRPC contact:  Tom Matuszko, tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has recently approved the Berkshire County Hazard Mitigation Plan. This 

plan outlines the risks faced within our region for natural hazards as well as describing what can be done to reduce the risk.  This 

plan enables the 19 participating communities to be eligible for future hazard mitigation grants.  The plan’s approval is good for 

five years and will have to be renewed by February 2018. For those interested, the plan can be accessed on the BRPC website: 

www.berkshireplanning.org/reports-and-documents. For more information, please contact Mark Maloy at 

mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org. 

Earth Day was on April 22, and Senior Planner Lauren Gaherty thought it would be fitting to highlight a successful example of sustainability 

right here in Pittsfield: The Cooper Building, where BRPC houses its office space.  

 

CompuWorks, BRPC’s landlords here at the Cooper Center at 1 Fenn Street in Pittsfield, has done quite a bit of work on their 

19th century building since they purchased it in 1999.  Energy efficiency components were woven into renovation work in several 

areas of the buildings, including installing new insulation, upgrading the HVAC systems, placing window insulation panels to reduce 

leaks and installing newer more efficient lighting throughout the building.  The insulation was partially funded by Berkshire Gas.  As 

building co-owner Al Bauman says, the gas company has “a fantastic program to help building owners make [energy efficiency] 

improvements.  Mike Sommer is the key contact there and he’s a great resource.” 

 

The most exciting news is the building’s 108 new solar PV array on the roof.  The panels are rated to generate 23 kW of electric-

ity, which is about 10% of the building’s usage.  However, as co-owner Dave Hall noted, the panels have exceeded their energy 

output estimates.  Dave notes that there are four main factors that make solar panel arrays a risk-free business decision.  First, 

there is a federal tax incentive that allows owners to deduct 30% of the cost on their tax return in first year of the project; sec-

ondly business owners can of course write off the depreciation value like many business assets; thirdly there is the electricity cost 

savings; and fourth there are the Solar Renewable Energy Certificates (SRECS) that pay money back to the owner of the project.  

Dave sees the solar array as another rent-paying tenant, due to the approximate $5,000 year that it is due to contribute to the 

overall cost of owning and maintaining the building through tax benefits and the cash that the SRECS will bring in. 

 

As Al states, the “economics of solar have changed dramatically in recent years.  That’s the message that I think will really reso-

nate with other building owners.  We looked at solar a few years back and the payback was about 20 years.  The array we in-

stalled has a payback of around 5 years.  This is the kind of investment that even a landlord that didn’t necessarily care about en-

ergy reduction / conservation can justify purely on the economics.” 

Please consider receiving an e-newsletter—saving trees and energy costs in our region and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org today to subscribe! 

http://berkshirepublichealth.org/
mailto:tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org
http://www.berkshireplanning.org/reports-and-documents
mailto:mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Hazard%20Mitigation%20Plan
mailto:jwagner@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Newsletter
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BRPC Planner Mackenzie Greer and her family welcomed Charlotte Greer into the 

world on Saturday, April 13th. All are well and healthy, so we want to extend a warm 

and happy congratulations to all!  

 

The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development is hosting a Plan-

ning and Community Development Conference at the Devens Common Center in Devens. 

Check out the DHCD website (http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/eohed/dhcd/) for more 

information and forthcoming details. 

The Baystate Roads Program has rescheduled their Improving Stream Crossings workshop to 

June 17th .  BRPC will be co-presenting a session about possible funding sources that could be 

used to improve stream crossings and reduce flood damages.  Sign up for the workshop at 

the Baystate Roads website at http://baystateroads.eot.state.ma.us/workshops/.  

 

On May 30, 2013, BRPC will hold its next 5th Thursday Dinner at the Cork and Hearth 

in Lee, MA. In light of the passage of the Act for the Humanitarian Medical Use of 

Marijuana in November 2012, the topic of the dinner will be Land Use Consideration 

for Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers. The speaker for the dinner will be Attorney 

Dwight Merriam from the law firm of Robinson & Cole. Mr. Merriam is an experienced 

land use attorney, professor and planner with extensive experience in land use issues 

in MA and CT. The cocktail hour for the event begins at 5:30 PM with the dinner and 

presentation beginning at 6:30 PM. Reservations will be taken on a first come first 

served basis until the restaurant reaches capacity – so reserve your spot early. We 

hope you can attend! Please contact Brian Domina at X14 for more information or 

reservations. 

http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/eohed/dhcd/
http://baystateroads.eot.state.ma.us/workshops/

