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IN THIS ISSUE 

Young Adult & Age-Friendly Community Survey Results 
 

BRPC recently completed a survey of young adults, age 18-39, to gauge their opinions on the region.  Questions were asked on 

why they came to the region, why they stayed and why do they leave.  Overall, 3,791 people responded to the survey, of which 

2,870 completed the survey and were within the right age range.  The data coming out of this survey is currently being analyzed 

with a release date of June for the findings.  For more information, contact Mark Maloy (x 29). 

 

Another survey, on age-friendly communities, was conducted of those 50 years old or older who live full or part-time in Berk-

shire County.  The survey had 2,474 responses, and was representative of each municipality according to population and across 

age and income groups.  Survey results will help inform planning efforts to make Berkshire County an Age-Friendly County: a bet-

ter place for older adults and all Berkshire residents!   Results will be shared publicly at the June 1st Senior Summit to be held in 

Pittsfield.  For more information, contact Laura Kittross at lkitross@berkshireplanning.org. 

Prevention Wellness Trust Fund 
 

In 2012, the Massachusetts State Legislature enacted the Prevention Wellness Trust Fund 

(PWTF) with the goal of reducing health care costs by preventing chronic health conditions. 

In January 2014, the state Department of Public Health (DPH) awarded three-year grants to 

nine collaboratives across the state, including a Berkshire County collaborative, headed by 

Berkshire Medical Center (BMC). In addition to BMC, original funded partners in the Berk-

shire group include Berkshire Regional Planning Commission/Berkshire Public Health Alli-

ance, Berkshire County Boards of Health Association, Fairview Hospital, Tri-Town Health 

Department and the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition. More recently, the Berk-

shire Family YMCA (North Adams and Pittsfield), Berkshire South, Volunteers in Medicine 

and Community Health Programs (CHP) have joined as funded partners. 
 

The Berkshire County PWTF grant focuses on four health conditions that occur at higher 

rates in Berkshire County than in the state as a whole: tobacco use, hypertension, falls in 

older adults, and diabetes. For each condition, an evidence-based intervention will be imple-

mented in both the clinical (hospital and/or medical provider offices) arena, as well as in the 

community. The chosen interventions have been proven to show a return on investment in 

reducing health care costs through prevention within four years. In addition, a bi-directional 

e-referral system is required under the grant.  
 

Planning has been underway since last spring on this very complex grant, and partial imple-

mentation began last month in selected areas. Several key hires that will ensure the pro-

gram’s smooth operation were made recently – including a clinical and a community “hub” 

person, who will coordinate the various programs, do intakes and follow ups, and help cli-

ents choose the best programs for their needs. Hiring of several Community Health Work-

ers (CHW) is also in process. Community health workers are frontline public health work-

ers who are trusted members of and/or have an unusually close understanding of the com-

munity served. CHWs build individual and community capacity by increasing health 

knowledge and self-sufficiency through a range of activities such as outreach, community 

education, informal counseling, social support and advocacy. This is a new model for Berk-

shire County, but one that has been used with success in other areas, and which dovetails 

well with the PWTF grant requirements. 
 

Through this grant the Berkshire Public Health Alliance public health nursing program will 

be providing blood pressure cuffs and counseling to those with hypertension under the “Get 

Cuffed” program, and will continue teaching Matter of Balance (MOB) classes to older 

adults to help prevent falls. In addition, Berkshire County Boards of Health Association, 

through a subcontract with the BRPC Public Health Program, will be conducting outreach 

and technical assistance to businesses in Berkshire County to go smoke-free.  For further 

information contact Laura Kittross at lkittross@berkshireplanning.org. 
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News on the Housing Front 

BRPC has facilitated and/or collaborated with other organ-

izations on several recent activities related to equitable 

housing in the Berkshires: 

March 31st - The HousingUs Symposium at Crissey Farm 

in Great Barrington drew over 75 participants to the day-

long event.  Hosted by the Berkshire Taconic Foundation, 

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, the CDC of 

Southern Berkshires and the Southern Berkshire Commu-

nity Land Trust, the Symposium featured pan-

elists from Berkshire County, Northwestern 

CT, and Duchess County, NY, as well as busi-

ness leaders, municipal managers and housing 

advocates throughout the Tri-Corner region.  

Discussion focused on housing as a compo-

nent of economic development, with an em-

phasis on alternative development models.  

Many thanks to all who attended and partici-

pated. 

April 2nd – Recent Baker Administration 

appointee and DHCD Undersecretary Crystal 

Kornegay and other Administration staff participated in a western MA listening tour, sponsored by the Massachusetts Housing 

Partnership and the Rural Housing Initiative Advisory Committee.  While this tour focused on viewing rural housing needs in the 

hill towns, representatives from several Berkshire County communities attended and contributed to the discussion, including sev-

eral from Williamstown, Pittsfield and Great Barring-

ton.  From BRPC, Executive Director Nat Karns, 

Advisory Committee Member/Senior Planner Patricia 

Mullins, and Housing Planner Jaclyn Pacejo all partici-

pated in this important discussion regarding DHCD’s 

prioritization of support of programs to meet housing 

needs in the region.   

April 22nd – With support from a DHCD Priority 

Development Fund (PDF) grant, BRPC has assisted 

the Town of Dalton with the issuance of a Solicitation 

for the disposition of the Old Dalton High School, 

with an affordable housing provision.  Copies of the 

RFP are available by contacting Town Manager Ken-

neth Walto at Daltonth@bcn.net. 

Successful Cleanup of a Brownfield Site in Dalton 
 

The Dalton Redevelopment Authority (DRA) has completed the remediation of a small commercial parcel along North Street 

(Route 9), one of the main gateways into the town. The town acquired title to the tax delinquent property through a deed-in-lieu-

of foreclosure and immediately transferred the property to its redevelopment authority to further insulate the town from any 

potential liability for the contamination. Once the DRA acquired title to the property, it worked closely with BRPC staff to secure 

a $200,000 EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant to remediate the property. BRPC staff administered the EPA grant and coordinated 

the remediation of the property on behalf of the DRA. The three year process concluded this past winter with the filing of site 

closure documents with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. The DRA published a request for proposals 

to dispose of the property and for the future purchaser to return it to a productive use. The DRA awarded the property to a 

local contractor who anticipates using the property for commercial purposes. This project is an excellent example of how a mu-

nicipality with BRPC’s assistance can leverage federal funding to remediate a contaminated tax delinquent property and return it 

to a productive use.  

If you would like to learn more about the Berkshire Brownfields Program please contact Melissa Provencher (x22). If you would 

like to learn more information about the remediation project in Dalton please contact Brian Domina (x14).  

Top Photo: Jennifer Dowley welcomes a full room to the HousingUs Symposium in Great Barrington. Middle Photo: Panel on the relationship between hous-

ing and jobs at the HousingUs Symposium, from left, Jonathon Butler, Jennifer Tabakin, Chris Kennan, Chris Brooks. Bottom: Discussion at the Hilltown 

CDC during the DHCD listening tour, from left, Brad Gordon, Tim Geller, Jennifer Tabakin, at right, Nat Karns. 
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SEEKING LICENSED 
CONTRACTORS 

For the Great Barrington-Sheffield 

Housing Rehabilitation Program 

MA Licensed Contractors are needed       

immediately for the Great Barrington-

Sheffield CDBG Housing Rehabilitation    

Program, for roofing, asbestos removal, 

chimney building and repair, electrical     

service and repair, gas 

and oil burner service, 

general carpentry,  

foundation repair,     

insulation, lead paint 

removal, painting, 

plumbing, roofing,    

siding, and more.  

Minority- and women-owned firms are     

encouraged to apply. 

For more information or to access an  

application, please visit our website at: 

 
 

http://tinyurl.com/
CDBG-Contractor  

 
 

or call 413-442-1521 ext. 17 or 32. 

Funding for this program is provided by the Massachusetts Community 

Development Block Grant and administered by the Department of Housing 

and Community Development, the Berkshire Regional Planning Commis-

sion, and the Towns of Great Barrington and Sheffield. 

Current Comprehensive Planning in the Berkshires 
 

BRPC is helping to develop new or updated Master Plans for the towns of Otis, Sandisfield and Dalton.  Work is already under-

way in Otis, with two meetings of the town’s Master Plan Steering Committee held, and a comprehensive online survey distribut-

ed (www.surveymonkey.com/s/otismasterplan).  Town Master Plan development will address a range of local and regional issues 

including land use, transportation, and proposed natural gas pipeline expansion.  In addition to town Master Plans, BRPC is devel-

oping Open Space and Recreation Plans for Otis, Richmond, and Lee.  In Richmond, the town’s Open Space Advisory Committee 

has been formed, and held its first meeting in late April.  A survey on the Richmond Open Space and Recreation Plan is available 

at www.surveymonkey.com/s/richmondopenspace.  These Open Space and Recreation Plans require approval from the Division 

of Conservation Services, but will allow the towns to access up to $50,000 in state reimbursement grants for park development 

or land acquisition.  Moreover, they will set community priorities in regards to open space and natural area protection, as well as 

the future development of town recreation areas and activities.  

 

Please contact Tom Matuszko (x34) or Eammon Coughlin (x19) for more information at tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or 

ecoughlin@berkshireplanning.org. 

Transportation Plans Nearing Completion  
 

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission staff are wrapping up 

work on three transportation documents: the Regional Transpor-

tation Plan (RTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

and the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP).   
 

The RTP is a comprehensive document that provides the basis for 

future transportation investment and planning in the region and is 

updated every four years. BRPC anticipates that the RTP will pro-

vide long term focus for more than $236 million dollars of Federal 

investment in the Berkshires over the next twenty-five years. The 

RTP establishes a regional priority, reviews current transportation 

infrastructure in the region, and makes recommendations for fu-

ture projects. All modes of transportation are discussed in the 

document, including roads, passenger rail, trucks & freight, air-

ports, bus services, trails, and bike routes. Comments or questions 

related to the RTP should be directed to Doug Plachcinski, at 

dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org or x16. 
 

The TIP is a prioritized, multi-year program for the implementa-

tion of federally funded transportation projects in Berkshire Coun-

ty. The TIP implements the region’s long-range transportation plan 

by programming federal-aid funds for transit, highway, bridge, 

transportation enhancement, bike paths, safety, and air quality im-

provements. Even though the TIP contains $55,540,609 for high-

way and bridge improvements and $6,167,441 for public transpor-

tation operations and improvements, there were more than $160 

million dollars worth of projects submitted in competition for the 

available funds.  Should you have any questions/comments, please 

contact Anuja Koirala at akoirala@berkshireplanning.org or x18. 
 

The 2016 UPWP describes all of BRPC’s transportation planning 

activities for the next federal fiscal year (Oct. 1 – Sept. 30). It also 

includes activities that have other federal, state, and/or local fund-

ing sources for transportation planning areas. It spells out the on-

going planning activities, planning studies and technical support 

projects including detailed budget information about BRPC’s trans-

portation planning activities.  The 2016 UPWP contains nearly five 

thousand hours of staff time for projects like bike path planning 

corridor studies and Road Safety Audits.  Questions or comments, 

please contact Clete Kus at ckus@berkshireplanning.org or x20. 
 

BRPC’s 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program and 

2016 Unified Planning Work Program and 2016 Regional Trans-

portation Plan are schedule to begin a 30-day public comment pe-

riod on May 26, 2015.  Please visit BRPC’s website for more infor-

mation and to view the draft documents.  Please send any com-

ments that you may have on these documents by June 26, 2015.  
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2015 District Local Technical Assistance Projects Announced 

BRPC will provide technical assistance to Berkshire communities on the seventeen projects listed below through the 2015 Dis-

trict Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) program. The DLTA program is funded by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through 

the Department of Housing and Community Development. Once again, the number of applications submitted for technical assis-

tance exceeded the amount of DLTA funds available. We are hopeful that the state will provide funding for the DLTA program in 

its FY 2016 budget so it’s never too early to begin thinking about projects for next year. A project description for each of the 

projects awarded can be found on the BRPC website at http://berkshireplanning.org/projects/district-local-technical-assistance-

2015/.  
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Planning Ahead for Housing 

 Adams Housing 

 Lee Housing (40R) 

 

Planning Ahead for Growth 

 Cheshire Zoning for Growth 

 Dalton Master Plan 

 Great Barrington Economic Development 

 New Marlborough Zoning for Growth 

 North Adams Zoning for Growth 

 Otis Master Plan  

 Sandisfield Zoning for Growth 

 Washington Financial Sustainability  

Supporting Regional Services & Collaboration & Wrap-up 

 Regional Economic Development District  

 Regional Aging Friendly Communities 

 Rest of River Cleanup  

 Northeast Gas Pipeline Project 

 Regional Population Loss Study  

 Regional Veteran’s Agent District 

 DLTA’14 Project Wrap-Up 

 

May 7
th

 

Executive Committee 

Finance Committee 
 

May21
st 

 

Full Commission 

 

May26
th

 

MPO 

June 4
th

 

Executive Committee 

 

June 30
th 

 

MPO 
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CALENDAR 

 
Be sure to check out our online 

calendar for recently posted events and 

agendas. 

berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar 

Staff Contact: Brian Domina (x14) 
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