
VOLUME 19, ISSUE 8    NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2013 

A NEWSLETTER FOR COMMUNITY PLANNING IN THE BERKSHIRE REGION 

Fenn Street, Suite 201, Pittsfield, MA 01201-6229                                                                                Phone: (413) 442-1521     
CHECK OUT OUR  WEBSITE: www.berkshireplanning.org                                                               Fax:      (413) 442-1523   

 

Sally Bell, long-time town counsel to many Berkshire towns and land use consultant to 

BRPC for many years, passed away due to leukemia on October 7th.  Sally had been a 

Delegate to BRPC in the early 1970’s and had served as BRPC Vice Chair.  Sally had 

worked as a consultant on the Berkshire County Intergovernmental Study in the late 70’s.  

She had a deep commitment to the Berkshires – its communities, the region, and its natu-

ral resources. 

Do you have a picture from the  

summer or fall that captures the  

Berkshire region? We’d love to use it in our 

bi-monthly newsletter.  Please e-mail your 

favorite Berkshire photo to  gmil-

ler@berkshireplanning.org 

 

If you bike for fun, recreation or as a mode of transportation please join Bike North 

Berkshire  for a bike-mapping forum to map your favorite or daily bike rides. Bike North 

Berkshire is looking to create a North Berkshire Biking brochure containing mapped bike 

routes and needs your help! 

 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY BIKE MAPPING FORUM 

 

North Adams/Clarksburg/Florida- Thursday, November 14th @ 6:00pm at the Freight 

Yard Pub in North Adams (upstairs) 

 

Please spread the word.  You do not need to live in the community of the meeting in 

which you are attending! 

 

Happy Biking! 

 

For more information please contact: Amanda Chilson- achilson@nbccoalition.org or 

(413) 663-7588  x16 

 
In 2012, Congress passed the Biggert Waters Flood Reform Act, whose purpose is to 

remove the federal subsidies from flood insurance.  The majority of the act’s provisions 

took effect on this year.  The impact to residents of the Berkshires may be dramatic.  Any 

property built prior to when the floodplains were mapped in the 1970’s and 1980’s and is 

located within the floodplain has had their insurance subsidized by the federal govern-

ment.  Any building built in a floodplain after the floodplains were mapped has been pay-

ing the full price all along.  On January  1, 2013, all subsidized residential properties that 

are non-primary residences began to see their premiums go up 25% per year until they 

reach the full premium.  On October 1, 2013, all year-round residential properties will 

see their insurance premiums go up 25% per year until they reach the full premium.  The 

increases will occur the next time the insurance is renewed.  When a house is sold or the 

insurance policy lapses, the insurance will immediately go up to the full premium.  All 

businesses in the floodplain will also see their insurance increase by 25% per year. The 

rates a property owner will actually pay depends on how far above or below the flood 

level their structure is.  Buildings located above the flood level may actually see a de-

crease in their bills, however structures below the flood level will see a significant in-

crease ($5,000-10,000 per year).   All buildings by default are assumed to be below the 

flood level.  The only way to prove your building is above the flood level is to have a 

floodplain certification from a licensed surveyor.  Some buildings may already have this on 

record, but most will need to have their buildings surveyed. 

 

Please contact Mark Maloy at mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x29 for 

more information. more information. 

http://www.berkshireplanning.org
mailto:gmiller@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:gmiller@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:achilson@nbccoalition.org
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BRPC along with the CEDS Committee has prepared the 2013 CEDS Annual Performance Report. The Report identifies the re-

gional economic trends and documents the region’s economic progress for the prior year. The Report also contains a listing of 

economically significant projects for the region known as Priority Projects. Over the past several months the Committee held a 

solicitation to receive new projects for listing on the Priority Project list. The Committee received nineteen (19) submissions and 

selected seventeen (17) projects for the updated Priority Project list. The Report also highlights significant investment made or 

proposed for the region, such as the proposed construction of the $30 million Berkshire Medical Center Cancer Center. 

Some notes from the report include: 

 The unemployment rate in Berkshire County dropped from 7.2% in 2011 to 6.7% in 2012 continuing the downward trend 

since reaching its peak at 8.1% in 2010. 

 

 The average weekly wages for all industries only increased by 0.6% between 2011 and 2012. 

 

 The number of establishments in Berkshire County decreased by 161 between 2011 and 2012 after increasing by 105 

between 2009 and 2011. 

 

 The construction sector (-44), retail trade sector (-33), and accommodations and food service sector (-22) lost the great-

est number of establishments from 2011 to 2012. 

  

The updated Priority Project list along with the final report will be available on the BRPC website after November 30th. Please 

contact Brian Domina for more information at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x14.  

Throughout the months of September and October, the Berkshire Public Health Alliance Public Health Nursing Program, in part-

nership with Fairview Medical and the Berkshire Medical Reserve Corps, offered over a dozen flu clinics throughout Berkshire 

County. 

 
Alliance clinics were free and open to the public.  No appointment was necessary, and identification was not required.  Insurance, 

although not required, was billed if available. Funds earned from insurance billing will be used to ensure the sustainability of the 

program in the future. The Alliance staff, public health nurses, and partners worked together to vaccinate over 800 people at clin-

ics in Clarksburg, Egremont, Great Barrington, Housatonic, Windsor, Washington, Peru, North Adams, and Sheffield. The success 

of these flu clinics re-emphasizes what can be achieved when committed partners work together on a community-wide regional 

approach to ensuring public health and wellness in our Berkshire cities and towns. 

 
Influenza (flu) is a contagious disease which affects the lungs and can lead to serious illness, including pneumonia. Even healthy peo-

ple can get sick enough to miss work or school for a significant amount of time, or even be hospitalized. The Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) recommends the flu vaccine for everyone 6 months of age and older. Pregnant women, young children, older peo-

ple, and people with certain chronic medical conditions like asthma, diabetes, and heart disease are at increased risk of serious flu-

related complications, so getting a yearly flu vaccine is especially important for them. 

 
Funding for these clinics was made possible through the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Community Innovation Challenge 

(CIC) Grant program, as well as public health nursing program fees paid by subscriber municipalities.   Vaccine was provided 

through the State Department of Public Health Immunization Program. 

 

The Berkshire Public Health Alliance (Alliance) is a partnership formed in the fall of 2011 through an inter-municipal agreement 

(IMA) between 21 Berkshire municipalities and Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC). BRPC serves as the fiscal host 

for Alliance activities, which include managing grants, joint programs and individual Board of Health support services.  Services are 

available to both member and non-member municipalities in and adjacent to Berkshire County. The Berkshire Public Health Alli-

ance Public Health Nursing Program is available to municipalities for comprehensive public health nursing services, including flu and 

other vaccination clinics, educational and wellness seminars, MAVEN monitoring and reporting, and to support local boards of 

health with additional public health needs, services, and initiatives. To learn of upcoming clinics or Alliance events near you, go to 

the website at www.berkshirepublichealth.org or call 413-442-1521 x37. For more flu facts, visit www.cdc.gov/flu 

November  7, 2013: How to Hold a Perfect Public Hearing (at the Intermodal Center in Pittsfield) 

December 5, 2013: Site Plan Review  (at the Intermodal Center in Pittsfield) 

For more information, please contact Brian Domina at bdomina@bekrshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x14 

http://www.berkshirepublichealth.org
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BRPC, in conjunction with the Franklin Regional Council of Governments and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, recently 

completed a Mass Receiving plan for the Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council.  Over 37 million people live 

within three hours of Western Massachusetts and during an emergency, we may receive many of those.  The plan reviews the 

maximum amount of evacuees the region may receive due to events outside of the region and determines if we have the capacity 

to handle the influx of evacuees.   Western Massachusetts may potentially receive almost 225,000 evacuees from outside of the 

region.  Through the use of seasonal housing, hotels/motels, campgrounds and regional shelters, just over 81,600 could be shel-

tered in the region.  This leaves just over 142,000 evacuees that the region would not have the capacity to handle.  If municipalities 

opened up their local shelters and tent cities, the additional need would be met, however the region does not have the ability to 

open all of the local shelters and tent cities.  The WRHSAC understands this shortfall in capacity and is working to address it 

through numerous initiatives.   Please contact Mark Maloy at mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x29 for more 

information. 

 

Air quality and respiratory ailments is one of six regional health priorities identified by a collaborative of Berkshire health inspec-

tors, health care professionals, and boards of health in the region.  Much of the outdoor air pollution we experience in Western 

Massachusetts is attributable to particulate matter and emissions from coal-burning power plants in Ohio and elsewhere.  This 

means there are limits to what can be done locally to improve outdoor air quality.  Indoor air quality, however, is another matter 

and therefore a key opportunity area for improving respiratory health outcomes for residents. A major source of indoor air pollu-

tion (especially toxic chemical exposure) is cleaning agents. Chemical companies are not required to post ingredients and almost 

every cleaning product in homes contains a mix of multiple chemicals known to cause cancer and respiratory ailments.  Even prod-

ucts listed and marketed as “green” most likely contain these chemicals.  The industry does, however, have a third-party certifica-

tion that can be granted to products using non-toxic alternatives to common chemical ingredients.  This is not widely marketed 

and known, but is an important key to informing consumer choice for homes and businesses. In 2012, the BRPC, in partnership 

with HospitalityGreen and the supporting collaboration of Berkshire County Boards of Health Association, Berkshire Community 

College, and Berkshire Visitors’ Bureau, received an EPA pollution prevention grant.  The grant focused on the region’s hospitality 

sector to evaluate current chemical use and other efficiency areas (water, waste generation, energy use) to help green operations.  

This is a great starting point as workers in the hospitality industry have more concentrated exposure from repeated daily use.  

This results in health impacts to workers, lost work days, and environmental impacts. In a triple-bottom-line approach, BRPC and 

HospitalityGreen worked closely with hospitality establishments to show how greener practices could also have economic benefits 

to businesses.  Habits can be hard to break, however, so we created standing tools that could be used to help remind people of 

energy, cleaning, water, and waste options and their benefits to help make change easier.  We also worked with local boards of 

health, providing them training and a toolkit, to help them become agents of change by using their annual inspections as an oppor-

tunity to educate or remind establishments of cleaning alternatives and other green practices that meet state sanitation require-

ments but are safer for staff and customers. A number of follow-up steps are identified in the full report, including how to make 

third-party certified green cleaning products available for sale in stores so people can make the switch in their own homes.  The 

report may be viewed at: http://berkshireplanning.org/reports-and-documents. For more information, please contact Amy Kacala 

at akacala@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 441-1521 x12.  

The communities of Adams and North Adams have received a grant from the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office to help 

them deal with distressed properties.  These two communities have been given resources to work with banks on handling fore-

closed properties and ensure they are returned to productive use.  In addition, the communities have contracted with BRPC to 

develop a database of properties within each community that can be used to track foreclosures, condemnations, code violations, 

and blight to enable them to target neighborhoods for improvement more efficiently.  Please contact Mark Maloy at 

mmaloy@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x29 for more information. 

Upcoming Sustainable Berkshires Events 
HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS FORUMS 

Housing and Neighborhood Forum: Tuesday November 12th @ 

Adams Library (Miller Annex) 

Housing and Neighborhood Forum: Monday November 18th @ 

Lenox Town Hall Auditorium  

(both forums from 6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

 

 

KEEP BERKSHIRES FARMING  

North County Community Forum: Thursday, November 7th @ 

All Saints Episcopal Church (North Adams) 

Central County Community Forum: Thursday, November 14th 

@ Trinity Episcopal Church (Lenox) 

(both forums from 7:00 to 8:30) 

For more information, please contact Amy Kacala at 

akacala@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 4442-1521 x12.  

berkshireplanning.org


Please consider receiving an e-newsletter—saving trees and energy costs in our region 

and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org today to subscribe! 
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25th: Christmas, BRPC Closed 

  

Lindsay Errichetto has resigned from BRPC to become Executive Director of the Family 

Life Support Center (often referred to as the Louison House) in Adams.  Lindsay has a 

passion for serving needy families and individuals and we wish her all the best in her new 

position.  She had been employed at BRPC since January 2012, with much of her work fo-

cusing on emergency preparedness and natural disaster planning. 

This year’s Community Innovation Challenge Grant applications must be submitted to the 

Executive Office of Administration & Finance no later than November 22nd.  Applications 

from the region include expansion of the regional Public Health Nursing Program and expan-

sion, both in the communities participating and the types of permits covered, of the On-Line 

Permitting Program. For more information, please contact Tom Matuszko at 

tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x34.  

Mayor Richard Alcombright of North Adams was presented the 2013 Charles Kusik Award 

for Contributions to Planning in Berkshire County at BRPC’s Annual Meeting.  The strong 

support for planning in North Adams, including its first comprehensive plan in 40 years, hir-

ing its first city planner in over 25 years, and focusing on long-range city infrastructure and 

sustainability.  He has also focused on working with a wide variety of regional groups and in 

establishing collaborations with neighboring communities. 

The City of Pittsfield, Towns of Great Barrington, Lee, Lenox, Sheffield and Stockbridge, and 

BRPC have approved an Intergovernmental Agreement to negotiate with the General Elec-

tric Company over the massive economic damages to the communities expected due to the 

required clean-up of PCB’s from the Housatonic River.  The IGA establishes a decision-

making process and responsibilities, with BRPC acting in a unique position as agent for the 

six municipalities in engaging a very experienced environmental law firm to negotiate, and 

potentially litigate, on behalf of the city and five towns. For more information, please contact 

Nat Karns at nkarns@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 26.  

mailto:jwagner@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Newsletter
http://berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar

