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2015 Regional Transportation Plan Update  

The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission is pleased to announce public open 

houses focusing on the 2015 update of the Berkshire Regional Transportation Plan 

(RTP). The RTP evaluates current and projected regional transportation needs for 

Berkshire County for the next twenty (20) years. The RTP helps us make decisions 

about the development and funding of projects related to highways, freight, bicycle 

and pedestrian facilities, and transit operations.  The RTP is the region’s long-term 

planning process required by the Federal Highway Administration.  

 

BRPC will host public meetings across the Berkshires to present the concept of a 

Regional Transportation Plan, solicit input for regional priorities, answer questions, 

and accept comments. The meeting format will include a short presentation from 

BRPC staff, a group discussion to evaluate and prioritize regional goals and objectives, 

and a meeting wrap-up to discuss the next steps in the RTP process. Input received at 

these meetings will be summarized in the RTP document. The RTP schedule calls for 

a draft plan to be developed by the spring of 2015. BRPC will have more public 

comment opportunities when the draft RTP is complete.  
Please watch your inbox for upcoming public forums about the 2015 

Regional Transportation Plan!  

More information and draft documents will be posted throughout the development of 

the RTP on the study website: www.berkshireplanning.org. BRPC anticipates 

presenting the complete draft plan to the Metropolitan Planning Commission in 

March 2015.  

 

Please direct questions and comments to Douglas Plachcinski at (413) 442-

1521, X16 or dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org. 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 2015 Project 

Solicitation 

BRPC issued a project solicitation for its 2015 DLTA program at the end of October. 

Eligible projects must meet one of the following three categories: (1) Planning Ahead 

for Housing, (2) Planning Ahead for Growth or (3) Supporting Regional Services. The 

deadline to submit projects for consideration is December 11, 2014. Through the 

DLTA program, BRPC staff provides free technical assistance to municipalities on 

selected projects. Past projects have included the preparation of housing needs 

assessments, zoning bylaw recodifications and other zoning amendments and 

exploring opportunities for regionalization. If you have a project idea and you are not 

sure it is eligible please contact BRPC to discuss. The project solicitation will be 

mailed to all communities and posted to the BRPC website 

(www.berkshireplanning.org).   

 
Please contact Brian Domina at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 

441-1421 x19 with questions.  

Kinder Morgan Open House 

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company (Kinder Morgan) has informed BRPC that they will be holding an open house for the Northeast 

Direct Project, as part of the pre-permitting process for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, on Tuesday, December 9th 

between 6 and 8 p.m. at Berkshire Community College.  As details are released, they will be posted on the BRPC website. Please 

contact Nat Karns at nkarns@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x26 with questions, or Melissa Provencher 

at mprovencher@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 22.  

http://www.berkshireplanning.org
mailto:dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org
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mailto:bdomina@berkshireplanning.org
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 EPA’s Clean-up of PCBs from the “Rest of River” 
The deadline to submit public comments to the Environmental Protection Agency on the proposed “Remedy” for cleaning up the 

Housatonic River ended on October 27th.  BRPC submitted comments which both reinforced comments developed by Rest of 

River Communities and which also called for a greater level of clean-up.  The Rest of River Communities (Sheffield, Great 

Barrington, Stockbridge, Lee, Lenox and Pittsfield) submitted a joint letter which highlighted that GE should remain legally 

responsible for the contamination in perpetuity, that the municipalities should be provided full opportunity to review and provide 

input on site specific clean-up plans as they are developed, that GE should be responsible to deal with the impacts of its pollution 

on all third parties (property owners, businesses, and the municipalities), and that all hazardous waste disposal facilities, including 

temporary storage areas, haul roads, dewatering facilities, and loading facilities should be subject to the Massachusetts Hazardous 

Waste Facility Siting Act.  BRPC and the Rest of River Municipalities continue to be adamantly opposed to creation of a 

permanent hazardous waste landfill in the region.  Copies of both BRPC’s and the Rest of River Municipalities’ letters can be found 

on BRPC’s website:  www.berkshireplanning.org.  

GE filed a very lengthy response to EPA’s proposed Remedy.  In their response, GE states that it believes it has the right to 

develop a hazardous waste landfill in the region, leave most of the contamination in place, not be responsible for future problems 

with a the remaining contamination, and not be subject to any local or state laws or regulations.  In GE’s opinion, issues which 

third parties may encounter due to the remaining contamination can be handled between the third parties and GE. 

 

 

 

For further information, contact Lauren Gaherty at lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 35, or 

Nat Karns at nkarns@berkshireplanning.org, x 26. 
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Berkshire Public Health Alliance Engages in Successful Flu Vaccination Season 

 
Between September and November, the Berkshire Public Health Alliance Public Health Nursing Program (PHNP), in partnership 

with Berkshire County Boards of Health Association (BCBOHA), Fairview Medical (FVM) and the Berkshire Medical Reserve 

Corps (MRC), scheduled over fifteen flu clinics throughout Berkshire County. Clinics have been scheduled in all seven 

municipalities contracted with the Alliance for public health nursing (Adams, Clarksburg, Egremont, Great Barrington (including 

Housatonic), Peru, North Adams and Washington). Assistance, especially with insurance billing, is also provided at FVM clinics in 

Sheffield and Otis. Clinics are scheduled in a variety of settings, including schools, town halls, community centers, senior centers, 

senior housing, churches, fire stations and others, and at a variety of times from early morning to evening. 

 
The clinics are free and open to the public.  No appointment is necessary, and identification and insurance are not required. The 

Alliance staff, public health nurses, and partners are working together towards a goal of vaccinating over 1,500 people at these 

clinics. As of October 20, more than 600 individuals had received a flu vaccination at Alliance clinics. The success of these clinics 

re-emphasizes what can be achieved when committed partners work together on a community-wide regional approach to ensure 

public health and wellness in our Berkshire cities and towns.  

 
In addition to municipal contract fees for the public health nursing program, funding for these clinics was made possible through 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Community Innovation Challenge (CIC) Grant program and in-kind support through the 

partnership with Fairview Medical Center. Vaccine is provided through the State Department of Public Health’s Immunization 

Bureau. Additional funding is achieved through insurance reimbursement.  

 
For more information about the Berkshire Public Health Alliance Public Health Nursing Program, or to learn of upcoming clinics 

or Alliance events near you, please visit our webpage at: www.berkshireplanning.org 

 

For more flu facts, visit www.cdc.gov/flu 
 

For more information regarding the flu vaccination clinics, please contact Jennifer Kimball at 

jkimball@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 19.  

mailto:lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:nkarns@berkshireplanning.org
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mailto:jkimball@berkshireplanning.org


Great Barrington-Sheffield FY2104 Community Development Block Grant Update 

 
BRPC is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for the Great Barrington-Sheffield Housing Rehabilitation 

Program. 

 
The Great Barrington-Sheffield Housing Rehabilitation Program (HRP) is managed by the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, 

and provides home improvement assistance in the form of 0% percent deferred payment loans for low/moderate income 

homeowners.  The maximum award of CDBG funds for a single rehabilitation project is $30,000.  Under the Great Barrington-

Sheffield Housing Rehabilitation Program, approximately 15 housing units in Housatonic Village and the Town of Sheffield will be 

rehabilitated. The type of repairs which can be undertaken using Program funds include: roofing, foundation repair, installation of 

energy efficient windows and doors, insulation, accessibility improvements, plumbing, electrical repair or replacement, septic, 

water supply, lead paint removal, exterior paint, etc.   

 
All HRP eligible applicants must be owner-occupants whose property is located within the Town of Sheffield or Great Barrington, 

with preference given to residents living in the Program’s target areas (Housatonic Village and town-wide in Sheffield), and must 

meet the minimum income requirements.   

 
The Towns of Great Barrington and Sheffield were awarded $803,100 by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and 

Community Development’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.  The grant includes engineering designs for 

infrastructure improvements in Housatonic Village, architectural designs for the elimination of accessibility barriers in Sheffield 

Town Hall and a regional Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

 

HRP Program staff will be holding Office Hours at the Sheffield Senior Center and the Ramsdell Library in Housatonic during 

November and December to meet with applicants, one on one, to discuss the program and to obtain the information necessary 

to process the application.  For more information, please visit our website at www.berkshireplanning.org.   

 

If you would prefer to call or email, contact Patricia Mullins at pmullins@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 

x17 or Jaclyn Pacejo at jpacejo@berkshireplanning.org or  (413)442-1521 x32. 

Online Berkshire Burn Permits Program Continues to be a Success 

 
Since 2011, the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission has offered communities the opportunity to be part of Berkshire Burn 

Permits Program.  In Massachusetts, residents are required to obtain a burn permit when they intend to do outdoor burning of 

brush and other forestry debris. 

 

During the burn season of January 15th to May 1st, this program allows residents of participating communities to go online to 

http://www.bcburnpermits.com to fill out the required application information.  An electronic burn permit is then issued instantly, 

saving not only the resident the trip to town hall or the fire department, but it frees up fire department staff to take on other 

responsibilities.  The online website portal tracks all the applicant information for the fire department staff to access during 

emergencies and allows the fire departments to keep closer track of issued permits by creating a database of application 

information. 

 

In 2014, there were 5,115 permits issued in the fourteen participating communities of Becket, Cheshire, Dalton, Great Barrington, 

Hancock, Lanesborough, Lee, Lenox, Monterey, Peru, Pittsfield, Richmond, Stockbridge and Windsor.  The Berkshire Regional 

Planning Commission is offering the program again next year.  The cost of the service is split evenly between all the participating 

municipalities.  The cost to each municipality in 2014 was less than $100.  The 2015 cost should be similar. Municipalities who did 

not participate previously but are now interested in providing this service to their community for the 2015 burn season are 

encouraged to contact Thomas Matuszko at tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org before November 14, 2014.   

 

Please contact Tom Matuszko at tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 34 with questions.  
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NOVEMBER 

4: Clearinghouse Review Committee 

6: Executive Committee 

11: Veteran’s Day 

13: CPTC Fall Workshop  

20: Full Commission  

25: MPO  

  

DECEMBER 

4: Executive Committee 

9: Kinder Morgan Open House 

18: CPTC Fall Workshop  

24: Christmas Eve, 1/2 Day at BRPC  

25: Christmas Day  

31: NYE  

 

CALENDAR 

 
Be sure to check out our online 

calendar for recently posted events and 

agendas. 

berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar 

Please consider receiving an e-

newsletter—saving trees and energy 

costs in our region and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org 

today to subscribe! 
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BRPC Holiday Fundraising  

As in past years, BRPC staff is collecting food and money donations for local charities. 

Food donated will help provide Thanksgiving dinners to local churches and food pan-

tries. Monetary donations will help purchase turkeys for the local churches and food 

pantries, and will also kick start fundraising for a family’s holiday gifts at the Louison 

House in Adams. If you are interested in donating non-perishable items, please bring 

the items to the BRPC lunchroom—there are boxes in the rear, right corner. Also 

keep your eye out for treats or goodies for sale in the office next time you stop by. 

Last year, BRPC was able to donate approximately ten (10) turkey dinners, which 

were all distributed to households around Berkshire county. BRPC was also able to 

provide holiday gifts for a family of four.  

 

Please contact Lauren Gaherty at lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 

442-1521 x 35 for Thanksgiving donations, and please contact Doug Pla-

chisnki at dplachisnki@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 16 for 

Louison House donations.  

Welcome Sam Domina! 

Senior Planner Brian Domina and his family welcomed baby Samuel Gilbert Domina on 

September 28, 2014.  

Citizen Planner Training Collaborative Fall Workshops 

CPTC is offering a number of workshops this fall. Two of these workshops will be held 

at the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission’s Fenn Street office. Presenter Don 

Dubendorf, Esq. will present “Vested Rights and Nonconforming Structures and Uses” 

on Thursday, November 13, and Dennis G. Egan, Esq. will present “Reading a Subdivi-

sion/ANR Plan” on Thursday, December 18. Both workshops will begin at 7 p.m. If you 

wish to register for either workshop, or see a complete listing of CPTC workshops 

offered across the state, please visit the CPTC website: masscptc.org/workshops/cptc-

workshop-registration.html.  

 

Please contact Brian Domina at bdomina@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 

442-1521 x 14.  

In Memorium – Robert W. Birch 

Bob Birch, former Chair of the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (1995 – 

1997), passed away on October 3rd.  Bob served as Lee’s Delegate to BRPC for a 

number of years and served on the Lee Planning Board for 23 years. 

Clearinghouse Review 

Committee 

On Tuesday, November 4, the 

Clearinghouse Review Committee will 

meet at 4 p.m. in the BRPC conference 

room to review the Draft Environmental 

Impact Report for the Tennessee Gas 

Pipeline Connecticut Expansion Project 

(Sandisfield and Tyringham).  
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