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Hazardous Waste in ACECs.  The BRPC supports the DEP’s new language that will pro-

hibit location of hazardous waste facilities in ACECs (Areas of Critical Environmental 

Concern).  BRPC has long been concerned that such a facility could be located within 

ACECs, as there did not appear to be any language within the hazardous waste regula-

tions to expressly prohibit it.  The issue of locating hazardous waste facilities is an espe-

cially acute issue in Berkshire County due to the cleanup of PCB contamination from the 

Housatonic River.  BRPC opposes the location of any type of in-county disposal and/or 

storage of PCB-contaminated materials removed from the Housatonic River, including 

disposal/storage of PCBs on land or in waterways.  The current hazardous waste regula-

tions refer only to hazardous waste facilities “on the land,” and do not mention facilities 

that might be proposed within a waterbody, such as a confined aquatic disposal cell (CAD 

cell).  The regulations should be amended to add this type of facility into the definition 

section of 310 CMR 30.00 to also clearly prohibit this type of facility in ACECs.  We be-

lieve that clear and strict prohibitions strengthen the Commonwealth’s case in opposing 

in-state PCB disposal and/or storage regarding the river cleanup. 

 

Food Waste Ban.  BRPC generally supports the Commonwealth’s efforts to remove or-

ganic material from the solid waste stream and to direct it towards beneficial uses such as 

composting.  We are concerned, however, that the infrastructure system to haul and 

process the diverted organic material (primarily food waste) is not yet established.  We 

note that, according to the RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts program, there currently 

are few food waste haulers and processors in the state, none of which are located in the 

densely developed area between Worcester and Boston.  We encourage state agencies 

such as the Mass. Office of Business Development and the Department of Agricultural 

Resources to work cooperatively  to establish a robust and cost effective system to ac-

commodate the newly diverted waste.  If the system were successful, the program could 

be expanded to include a wider target audience of institutions, supermarkets and restau-

rants, and may create new opportunities for local farming operations.  

 

For more information, please contact Lauren Gaherty at lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org 

or (413) 442-1521 x35.  

 
Applications are now available for the FY 2014 MassWorks Infrastructure Pro-

gram.  Updated guidelines and applications are available at  

www.mass.gov/eohed/infrastructure 

 Applications must be submitted between September 3rd and 13th.  As always, 

BRPC staff are willing to provide guidance and assistance to the extent possi-

ble.  This is also the second year in which BRPC staff have a formal review 

role and the more we know about possible applications, the better we will be 

able to comment on the projects to the Massachusetts Permit Regulatory Of-

fice. 

  

On September 16th, the 5th Annual Massachusetts Regionaliztion and Innovation Con-

ference will take place at the Hogan Center of College of the Holy Cross. The keynote 

speaker is Glen Shor, Secretary of the Executive Office for Administration and Finance. 

You can visit the BRPC website for a full brochure and registration information.  Cows on the loose on Barker Road in Richmond. 

Do you have a picture from the  

summer or fall that captures the  

Berkshire region? We’d love to use it in 

our bi-monthly newsletter.  

Please e-mail your favorite Berkshire 

photo to  

gmiller@berkshireplanning.org and you 

might see it (properly credited) in the 

November/December  newsletter! 

mailto:lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org
http://www.mass.gov/eohed/infrastructure
mailto:gmiller@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Newsletter%20Photo
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On June 25, 2013 the Berkshire MPO approved the 2014-2017 TIP. The TIP implements the region’s long-range transportation plan by 

programming 84.1million dollars of bridge, highway, transit, and bike paths projects in Berkshire County over the next four years.  The 

following list details the projects that are included in the TIP and the federal fiscal (FFY) year in which funding will be available for these 

projects. 

FFY 2014 

Lee – Reconstruction of Tyringham Road (second year of funding started in FY 2013) 

Adams – Roundabout construction at Route 8 & Friend Street 

Williamstown – Bridge replacement, Hooper Road over Green River 

Pittsfield – Bridge replacement, Woodlawn Ave over CSX Railroad 

Sandisfield – Bridge maintenance, S. Main Street over W. Branch Farmington River 

Adams – Mount Greylock Scenic Byways Improvements 

FFY 2015 

Lee – Reconstruction of Tyringham Road (completion of funding started in FY 2013) 

Pittsfield – Intersections & Signal improvements near Berkshire Medical Center (first year of funding) 

New Marlborough – Bridge replacement, Hadsell Street over Umpachene River 

Savoy – Bridge replacement, River Road over Westfield River 

Great Barrington – Bridge replacement, Park Street over Housatonic River 

Sandisfield – Bridge maintenance, S. Main Street over W. Branch Farmington River (Phase II) 

Pittsfield – Ashuwillticook Rail Trail extension to Crane Avenue 

Sheffield/ Great Barrington – Route 7 resurfacing and related work 

Lenox/ Pittsfield – Route 7 resurfacing and related work 

FFY 2016 

Dalton – Reconstruction of Housatonic Street (first year of funding) 

Pittsfield – Intersections & Signal improvements near Berkshire Medical Center (completion of funding started in FY 2015) 

Florida – Bridge replacement, South County Road over Cold River 

Lanesborough – Bridge replacement, Narragansett Avenue over Pontoosuc Lake 

Dalton – Bridge maintenance, Main Street over E. Branch Housatonic River 

North Adams/ Williamstown – Mohawk Bike Trail  

FFY 2017 

Dalton – Reconstruction of Housatonic Street (completion of funding started in FY 2016) 

Adams/ North Adams – Ashuwillticook Rail Trail extension (Lime St to Hodges Cross Road) 

Lee – Bridge replacement, Chapel Street over Greenwater Brook 

Lee – Bridge replacement, Valley Street over Housatonic River 

North Adams – Bridge maintenance, Hodges Cross Road over S. Branch Hoosic River 

Lee – Bikeway construction 

Please contact  Anuja Koirala at akoirala@berkshireplanning.org or ext-18 for more information.  

 
The Community Innovation Challenge (CIC) Grant Program through the Executive Office for Administration and Fi-

nance provides funding for one-time or transitional costs related to improving local government service delivery effi-

ciency, service quality, and cost savings achievement through regionalization or other reform and efficiency initia-

tives.  This program was funded by the Massachusetts legislature for FY 14.  Most likely the formal grant announcement 

will be made mid-September with the application deadline likely to be the end of November. Awards would likely be 

made in mid-February.  A previous CIC award funded an online Building Permit Program currently being used in Becket, 

Dalton, Lee, Lenox, Monterey, Richmond and Sheffield.  BRPC is interested in coordinating an application for FY 14 funds 

to expand this online permitting program to add more municipalities or to add other types of permits or licenses, such as 

Board of Health permits.  For more information or to express interest in participating in a regional online permitting ap-

plication, contact Thomas Matuszko, tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or (413) 442-1521 x 34. 

  

RANK STREET 1 STREET 2 Equivalent  

Property  

Damage Only 

FATAL CRASHES INJURY 

CRASHES 

Property  

Damage Only-

CRASHES 

COMMUNITY 

1 Linden Street Center Street 100 0 16 20 Pittsfield 

2 Tyler street First street 92 0 15 17 Pittsfield 

3 Dalton Avenue Benedict Road 90 0 15 15 Pittsfield 

4 North Street Linden Street 79 1 9 24 Pittsfield 

5 South Street West Housa-

tonic Street 

71 0 7 36 Pittsfield 

6 Fenn Street First Street 65 0 9 20 Pittsfield 

6 Hubbard Ave-

nue 

Berkshire 

Crossing 

65 0 10 15 Pittsfield 

8 East Street Second Street 57 0 8 17 Pittsfield 

9 Dalton Avenue Cheshire Road 54 0 7 19 Pittsfield 

9 Dalton Avenue Merrill Road 54 0 6 24 Pittsfield 

mailto:akoirala@berkshireplanning.org
mailto:tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org
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BRPC wants to identify potential safety projects and prioritize hazardous intersections within the Berkshires so that we can use Highway 

Safety Improvement Program funding to fix unsafe conditions.   HSIP provides Federal funding to the Berkshire Metropolitan Planning Organi-

zation (MPO) for road safety improvements. Recent HSIP projects on South Street in Pittsfield and Main Street in Great Barrington re-

aligned intersections, upgraded signs, and added traffic lights to improve safety for all transportation modes.  

The three identification methods for HSIP eligible intersections are: the top 5% of intersection crash locations between 2008-2010, the top 

5% of pedestrian crash locations between 2002-2010, and the top 5% of bicycle crash locations between 2002-2010.  

HSIP projects can be independent projects or part of a larger project that uses multiple funding sources for construction.  In 2014, there is 

$489,451 in HSIP funding that is not assigned to a project and in 2017 there is $395,516 that is not assigned to a HSIP project. HSIP fund-

ing for 2015 and 2016 is slated for Pittsfield’s BMC area improvements project that will relieve congestion and improve safety at several 

intersections around the hospital campus. BRPC studied the most recent crash data available, made a list of the HSIP eligible intersections 

and presented the information to our local community partners. The Equivalent Property Damage Only (EPDO) ranks intersection safety, 

looking at property damage, injury and fatality. 100 points is the worst score possible.  

If you have ideas or concerns about highway safety in the Berkshires, contact Doug Plachcinski at dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org. 
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The Passenger Rail Station Location and Design Analysis conducted three public meetings in June, July and August. Residents of the Berk-

shire region were able to  learn about Housatonic Railroad Company’s proposed plan to reinstate passenger rail service to the region, and 

learn about BRPC’s work to identify station location alternatives. Participants were able to ask questions and provide feedback about the 

services, amenities, and transportation opportunities they would expect to find at a Berkshire train station. They also discussed how they 

would use passenger rail service: as an easy way to travel to and from New York City, and as a way to get around Berkshire County. Two 

other topics discussed were potential impacts of passenger rail on community and regional  economic development as well as potential 

impacts on community and regional housing. At least a hundred and forty five members of the public have participated in the study to date, 

which we feel is a positive indicator of interest in and support of passenger rail service and stations in the region. Participants expressed 

interest in rail stations tailored to modern convenience: electronic ticket and informational kiosks, smart phone applications to purchase 

tickets and scan; wi-fi at stations and on trains; parking; enhanced pedestrian and cycling infrastructure to promote easy access to and from 

the station. Participants also expressed strong preference for multi-modal transit opportunities at stations, including enhanced bus service, 

taxi service, and shuttle service to and from popular tourist destinations.   

 

BRPC is seeking additional input in the form of a survey. You can access the survey at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PassengerRail. 

Results from the survey will help inform the project component which specifically addresses station design considerations.  

  

If you’ve been unable to make any of the meetings, you can review project materials on the BRPC website: www.berkshireplanning.org.  

 

If you would like additional information about the Passenger Rail Station Location and Design Analysis, please contact Brian Domina at 

bdomina@berkshireplanning.org or X14.  

mailto:dplachcinski@berkshireplanning.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PassengerRail
http://berkshireplanning.org/projects/passenger-rail-station-location-and-design-project/C:/Users/gmiller/Documents/ArcGIS
mailto:bdomina@berkshireplanning.org
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9/5: Executive Committee 

9/12 Berkshire Public Health Alli-

ance, Governing Board 

9/19: New Delegate/Alternate 

Orientation; Full Commission 

9/24: MPO Meeting 

9/26: BRPC Regional Consortium 

OCTOBER 
10/3: Executive Committee 

10/17: BRPC Annual Dinner 

10/24: BRPC Regional Consortium 

10/29: MPO 

 

  

 

 

 
We welcome Jaclyn Sargent Pacejo as a new Planner on BRPC’s staff, filling the vacancy 

created by Mackenzie Greer becoming North Adams’ first City Planner in many years.  

Jaclyn is relocating from the Worcester area and is a recent graduate of the Joint Masters 

in Community Development and Planning/Masters in Business Administration program at 

Clark University.  She has experience working with community/economic development 

related non-profit organizations and in managing grant paperwork and preparing grant appli-

cations.  Jaclyn’s work at BRPC will primarily be in local and regional land use planning, eco-

nomic and community development projects, regional municipal services, and related work. 

Please consider receiving an e-newsletter—saving trees and energy costs in our region 

and beyond.  

E-mail jwagner@berkshireplanning.org today to subscribe! 

At the July BRPC meeting, Sheila Irvin, Pittsfield Delegate, was re-elected as Chair; Kyle Han-

lon, North Adams Delegate, was newly elected as Vice Chair; Gale LaBelle, Becket Delegate, 

and Chuck Ogden, Egremont Alternate, were re-elected as Clerk and Treasurer, respec-

tively.  However, Gale has had to resign as Clerk and the Nominating Committee will be 

presenting a nomination for Clerk for the remainder of the year for Commission considera-

tion at the September 19th meeting. 

 

BRPC will be hosting its Annual Dinner at the Country Club of Pittsfield on Thursday, Octo-

ber 17th.  The Charles Kusik Award will be presented. Keep your eyes out for information, 

including RSVP instructions, ticket costs, and speaker identify by checking our website, berk-

shireplanning.org  

 

mailto:jwagner@berkshireplanning.org?subject=Newsletter
http://www.berkshireplanning.org
http://www.berkshireplanning.org
http://berkshireplanning.org/events/calendar

