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Appendix A: 21-Town and Community Maps



SAVOY

PERU

WINDSOR

ADAMS

WILLIAMSTOWN

FLORIDA

CHESHIRE

NORTH ADAMS

CLARKSBURG

NEW ASHFORD

COLRAIN

CONWAY

ASHFIELD

ROWE

HAWLEY

HEATH LEYDEN

SHELBURNE

CHARLEMONT

BUCKLAND

MONROE

Potential Area for Designation

Area of Detail
Massachusetts

BE
R

K
SH

IR
E 

C
O

U
N

TY
FR

A
N

K
LI

N
 C

O
U

N
TY

0 3 61.5
Miles

Forest Land Use

Study Area®
Sources:  Map produced by the Franklin Regional
Council of Governments Planning Department.
GIS data sources include MassDOT, MassGIS and FRCOG.
Depicted boundaries are approximate and are intended 
for planning purposes only, not to be used for survey.

Major Road

VERMONT
MASSACHUSETTS

NE
W

 Y
O

RK
M

AS
SA

CH
US

ET
TS



COLRAIN

CONWAY

ASHFIELD

ROWE

HAWLEY

HEATH
LEYDEN

SHELBURNE

CHARLEMONT

BUCKLAND

MONROE

21 Town Study Area

B
ER

K
SH

IR
E 

C
O

U
N

TY
FR

A
N

K
LI

N
 C

O
U

N
TY

0 31.5
Miles

®

Sources:  Map produced by the Franklin Regional
Council of Governments Planning Department.
GIS data sources include MassDOT, MassGIS, BRPC
and FRCOG.Depicted boundaries are approximate and are
intended for planning purposes only, not to be used for survey.

VERMONT
MASSACHUSETTS

NE
W

 Y
O

R
K

M
AS

SA
CH

US
ET

TS

Green Mountain
National Forest

Area of Detail
Massachusetts

Permanently Protected
Open Space

Permanently Protected 
Open Space

Developed Land

Forest Land Use

Study Area

Priority Habitats of
Rare Species

BioMap 2

Natural Heritage &
Endangered Species Program

Core Habitat

kj acreage numbers are based on best available data

Green Mountain
National Forest

Town Protected Land Total Land % Protected
Acres Acres

Berkshire County
Adams 5,183 14,664 35%
Cheshire 6,848 17,606 39%
Clarksburg 3,790 8,195 46%
Florida 5,378 15,762 34%
New Ashford 3,239 8,620 38%
North Adams 4,079 13,211 31%
Peru 7,650 16,653 46%
Savoy 12,124 23,047 53%
Williamstown 8,695 30,005 29%
Windsor 10,169 22,510 45%
Franklin County
Ashfield 1,545 25,802 6%
Buckland 275 12,679 2%
Charlemont 2,432 16,860 14%
Colrain 5,008 27,861 18%
Conway 4,089 24,211 17%
Hawley 9,545 19,728 48%
Heath 3,182 15,932 20%
Leyden 1,912 11,508 17%
Monroe 2,663 6,913 39%
Rowe 2,476 15,360 16%
Shelburne 2,556 14,978 17%
Total 102,837 362,104 28%
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GIS data sources include MassDOT, MassGIS, FRCOG
and The Town of Charlemont Assessors Office.
Depicted boundaries are approximate and are intended 
for planning purposes only, not to be used for survey.
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Appendix B: Model Conservation Restriction (CR) 
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Appendix C: Town-by-Town Demographic and Economic Data 

Population 

Town 2000 2010 
2000 - 2010 
Change 

2000 - 2010 
% Change 

Adams 8,809 8,485 -324 -3.7% 

Ashfield 1,800 1,737 -63 -3.5% 

Buckland 1,991 1,902 -89 -4.5% 

Charlemont 1,358 1,266 -92 -6.8% 

Chesire 3,401 3,235 -166 -4.9% 

Clarksburg 1,686 1,702 16 0.9% 

Colrain 1,813 1,671 -142 -7.8% 

Conway 1,809 1,897 88 4.9% 

Florida 676 752 76 11.2% 

Hawley 336 337 1 0.3% 

Heath 805 706 -99 -12.3% 

Leyden 772 711 -61 -7.9% 

Monroe 93 121 28 30.1% 

New Ashford 247 228 -19 -7.7% 

North Adams 14,681 13,708 -973 -6.6% 

Peru  821  847  26 3.2% 

Rowe 351 393 42 12.0% 

Savoy 705 692 -13 -1.8% 

Shelburne 2,058 1,893 -165 -8.0% 

Williamstown 8,424 7,754 -670 -8.0% 

Windsor 875 899 24 2.7% 

21-Town Total 53,511 50,936 -2,575 -4.8% 

     Berkshire County 134,953 131,219 -3,734 -2.8% 

Franklin County 71,535 71,372 -163 -0.2% 

Massachusetts 6,349,097 6,547,629 198,532 3.1% 
 

Population Median Age 

Town  
Median Age 
2010 

Adams 44.3 

Ashfield 48.9 

Buckland 46.7 

Charlemont 46.5 

Chesire 45.9 

Clarksburg 45.1 

Colrain 46.1 

Conway 46.3 

Florida 45.1 

Hawley 48.7 

Heath 49.8 

Leyden 49.0 

Monroe 41.8 

New Ashford 47.0 

North Adams 38.9 

Peru 41.1 

Rowe 50.9 

Savoy 46.0 

Shelburne 48.2 

Williamstown 37.4 

Windsor 47.8 
  

Berkshire County 44.7 

Franklin County 44.2 

Massachusetts 39.1 
Source: U.S. Decennial Census, 2010 
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Population Projections 

Town  Census 2010 
Projection 
2015 

Projection 
2020 

Projection 
2025 

Projection 
2030 

2010 - 2030 
Change 

2010 - 2030 % 
Change 

Adams 8,485 8,449 8,482 8,481 8,453 -32 0% 

Ashfield 1,737 1,699 1,651 1,556 1,461 -276 -16% 

Buckland 1,902 1,855 1,787 1,736 1,639 -263 -14% 

Charlemont 1,266 1,195 1,119 1,011 884 -382 -30% 

Chesire 3,235 3,117 2,975 2,829 2,631 -604 -19% 

Clarksburg 1,702 1,712 1,723 1,733 1,742 40 2% 

Colrain 1,671 1,605 1,522 1,413 1,273 -398 -24% 

Conway 1,897 1,896 1,880 1,848 1,798 -99 -5% 

Florida 752 783 809 839 873 121 16% 

Hawley 337 354 370 383 385 48 14% 

Heath 706 642 583 510 434 -272 -39% 

Leyden 711 671 638 593 517 -194 -27% 

Monroe 121 141 155 174 188 67 55% 

New Ashford 228 221 210 193 171 -57 -25% 

North Adams 13,708 13,488 13,224 13,031 12,873 -835 -6% 

Peru 847 851 873 890 916 69 8% 

Rowe 393 406 427 441 464 71 18% 

Savoy 692 691 686 676 671 -21 -3% 

Shelburne 1,893 1,825 1,745 1,658 1,553 -340 -18% 

Williamstown 7,754 8,095 8,294 8,674 9,005 1,251 16% 

Windsor 899 894 886 858 827 -72 -8% 

21-Town Total 50,936 50,590 50,039 49,527 48,758 -2,178 -4% 

        Berkshire County 131,219 131,035 131,002 131,019 130,320 -899 -1% 

Franklin County 71,372 71,532 71,459 70,891 69,900 -1,472 -2% 

Massachusetts 6,547,665 6,647,728 6,757,574 6,813,450 6,838,254 290,589 4% 

Source: UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections. December 2013. 
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Income (2012) 

Town 
Median 
Household 
Income 

Median 
Family 
Income 

Per Capita 
Income 

Adams $40,039 $51,471 $23,509 

Ashfield $69,000 $75,694 $35,883 

Buckland $51,000 $69,321 $26,944 

Charlemont $52,222 $59,044 $28,222 

Chesire $49,388 $74,417 $30,223 

Clarksburg $59,219 $70,469 $28,391 

Colrain $54,632 $61,181 $31,227 

Conway $76,932 $85,577 $35,204 

Florida $49,191 $58,929 $26,796 

Hawley $65,833 $75,000 $33,783 

Heath $54,286 $72,143 $30,835 

Leyden $64,583 $74,250 $31,191 

Monroe $37,083 $67,750 $24,348 

New Ashford $65,833 $78,125 $40,045 

North Adams $36,510 $48,770 $20,481 

Peru $63,864 $72,500 $24,489 

Rowe $50,833 $57,969 $25,547 

Savoy $57,000 $60,625 $27,558 

Shelburne $59,567 $79,400 $32,336 

Williamstown $72,125 $104,808 $37,559 

Windsor $76,125 $93,125 $33,521 

21-Town Total N/A N/A $27,728* 

    Berkshire County $47,513 $64,830 $28,939 

Franklin County $53,298 $66,573 $28,841 

Massachusetts $66,658 $84,380 $35,485 

 

  

* Calculated by dividing the 2012 estimated aggregate income of the 21 

towns by the 2012 estimated 21-town population  

Source: 2008 - 2012 American Community Survey Five Year Estimates. 

Employment and Wages (2012) 

 Town 
Average 
Monthly 
Employment 

Average 
Weekly 
Wages 

Total Wages 

Adams 1,813 $731 $68,917,185 

Ashfield 245 $459 $5,842,052 

Buckland 369 $557 $10,690,242 

Charlemont 446 $346 $8,016,258 

Chesire 586 $789 $24,050,988 

Clarksburg 196 $527 $5,366,850 

Colrain 182 $656 $6,212,814 

Conway 200 $557 $5,794,347 

Florida 102 $543 $2,879,386 

Hawley 22 $295 $337,598 

Heath 58 $457 $1,378,274 

Leyden 52 $384 $1,039,124 

Monroe 26 $190 $257,206 

New Ashford 34 $380 $671,739 

North Adams 5,743 $695 $207,550,324 

Peru 35 $314 $571,557 

Rowe 125 $717 $4,660,172 

Savoy 55 $362 $1,034,847 

Shelburne 685 $598 $21,292,263 

Williamstown 3,940 $835 $171,126,120 

Windsor 33 $760 $1,304,665 

20-Town Total 14,912 N/A $548,422,454 

    Berkshire County 60,568 $771 $2,429,327,690 

Franklin County 25,946 $700 $944,482,483 

Massachusetts 3,243,632 $1,171 $197,514,758,712 

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, ES-202 

Data 
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Annual Labor Force 

Town  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
2009-2013 
Change 

2009-2013 
% Change 

Adams 4,536 4,587 4,542 4,423 4,361 -175 -3.9% 

Ashfield 1,090 1,048 1,037 1,029 1,026 -64 -5.9% 

Buckland 1,106 1,090 1,089 1,086 1,063 -43 -3.9% 

Charlemont 784 739 735 730 723 -61 -7.8% 

Chesire 1,964 1,890 1,877 1,848 1,822 -142 -7.2% 

Clarksburg 958 983 977 947 938 -20 -2.1% 

Colrain 1,005 927 905 905 893 -112 -11.1% 

Conway 1,132 1,143 1,143 1,126 1,125 -7 -0.6% 

Florida 414 452 447 435 435 21 5.1% 

Hawley 167 174 174 173 167 0 0.0% 

Heath 455 421 418 413 405 -50 -11.0% 

Leyden 482 434 427 433 429 -53 -11.0% 

Monroe 26 33 31 34 29 3 11.5% 

New Ashford 158 142 144 142 140 -18 -11.4% 

North Adams 7,368 7,284 7,220 6,970 6,907 -461 -6.3% 

Peru 482 495 497 496 494 12 2.5% 

Rowe 185 213 212 209 206 21 11.4% 

Savoy 429 409 401 402 401 -28 -6.5% 

Shelburne 1,102 1,069 1,050 1,035 1,030 -72 -6.5% 

Williamstown 4,006 3,825 3,790 3,697 3,661 -345 -8.6% 

Windsor 524 535 534 532 524 0 0.0% 

21-Town Total 28,373 27,893 27,650 27,065 26,779 -1,594 -5.6% 

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, Labor Force and Unemployment Data. 
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Annual MBF* Harvested, 2006-2014 

 

Town  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 Total 

Adams - 359 140 421 - - 87 - 198 1,205 

Ashfield 443 333 562 302 663 111 77 111 191 2,793 

Buckland 279 516 159 - 276 5 436 179 539 2,389 

Charlemont 1,564 515 203 178 284 614 574 555 395 4,882 

Chesire 616 33 264 - 500 - - 153 - 1,566 

Clarksburg 160 65 85 - - 312 49 - - 671 

Colrain 346 1,036 406 150 84 550 664 1,057 - 4,293 

Conway 3,194 1,966 480 755 - 354 140 1,357 1,200 9,446 

Florida 159 145 - 122 89 99 - 65 25 704 

Hawley 1,343 765 100 - 272 259 380 166 480 3,765 

Heath 1,111 386 40 294 433 633 209 366 130 3,602 

Leyden 320 253 97 694 294 187 - 558 128 2,531 

Monroe 89 367 - 352 - - - - 47 855 

New Ashford - 374 1,120 110 75 150 58 59 219 2,165 

North Adams 501 74 125 345 20 120 73 95 161 1,514 

Peru 518 115 205 228 14 10 208 74 341  1,714  

Rowe 20 180 100 20 66 340 - - 710 1,436 

Savoy 976 1,395 894 579 - 626 281 831 191 5,773 

Shelburne 291 575 133 68 24 221 550 238 862 2,962 

Williamstown 224 168 192 85 - 52 139 131 75 1,066 

Windsor 754 813 820 217 655 645 412 258 50 4,624 

21-Town Total  12,908   10,433   6,125   4,920   3,749   5,288   4,337   6,253   5,942   59,956  

* Million Board Feet. 

Source: Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation Cutting Plans. 
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Appendix D: State and Federal Programs 

 

Natural Resource Based Economic Development and Tourism 

 

Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture) 

This program, authorized under the 2014 Farm Bill, aims to improve wildlife habitat and enhance public access for recreational opportunities 

on privately held and operated farm, ranch and forest lands.  Award amounts range from $75,000 to $1 million per year.  Funds must be 

applied for by the State which if awarded can be used to enhance public access on private land with willing landowners.  Funding priority is 

given to applications that increase private land acreage available for public use and that strengthens existing wildlife habitat improvement 

efforts, among other criteria.  While well-aligned with the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Project’s goals, this is a competitive 

nationwide program with $40 million available.  Last year nine states and one tribal nation received the award.  The 21-town region working 

collaboratively could increase the likelihood that the State would apply on the regions’ behalf and improve the competitiveness of a National 

application.   

 

Recreational Trails Program (U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration / MA Department of 

Conservation and Recreation) 

This program provides funds to states to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and 

motorized recreational trail uses.  The Massachusetts program is administered through DCR with funds provided by the Federal Highway 

Administration.  Grants, typically ranging from $2,000 to $50,000, are awarded for a variety of trail protection, construction, and stewardship 

projects for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses.  These grants are 80-20 challenge grants, meaning 80% of project 

costs are reimbursed to grantees, but at least 20% of the total project value must come from other sources.  In addition, these grants are 

reimbursement grants, meaning the grant will be awarded but grantees must apply for reimbursement after expenditures have been made.  

Securing the 20% match and providing the up-front funding can be challenging for the rural communities in this region.    

 

Wood Utilization Assistance Program (Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture)  

The program provides technical and financial assistance to State foresters, tribes, and public and private organizations regarding new and 

emerging technologies to effectively manage forests and extend the most efficient and effective economic opportunities to forest landowners.  

The program may include: developing potential new products; showcasing innovative uses for small diameter and low-valued hardwoods and 

softwoods; reducing the challenge to economic and market barriers to the use of wood; providing seed money and gap funding for 

demonstration projects; and facilitating the creation/expansion of harvesting/processing/transporting enterprises around wild and urban 
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interface areas threatened by catastrophic wildfires.  Typical awards are $50,000-500,000 and approximately $3.7 million is available 

nationwide.  Last year, approximately 25 entities received awards.  This program supports the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Project 

goals regarding natural resource based economic development, increasing sustainable forestry practices, increasing natural resource based 

jobs and sustaining/expanding forestry business.  However, it is an extremely competitive program.   

 

Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency (Rural Energy for America Program, U.S. Department of Agriculture) 

This program provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to agricultural producers and rural small businesses to purchase or install 

renewable energy systems (including renewable wood heat) or to make energy efficiency improvements, thereby reducing operating costs.  

Renewable energy system grants range from $2,500-$500,000 and energy efficiency grants range from $1,500-$250,000.  Loans are also 

available.  While this program supports the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Project’s goal to increase energy efficient wood heat and 

reduce fossil fuel use, it has limitations.  The grant program covers a maximum of 25% of the project, which means small businesses may be 

saddled with large loans.  Additionally, this program does not include municipal buildings, which are a key focus in the Partnership’s initiative.  

There is $47 million in loans guarantees and $5 million in grants available in FY 2015 for REAP programs.  Additional revenue sources could 

be used to supplement these awards.  

 

Municipal Financial Sustainability 

 

Mohawk Trail Renewable Heat Initiative (MA Department of Energy Resources Funding) - MA DOER has committed $350,000 

to work with the 21-Town region to evaluate the potential for expanding the use of energy efficient renewable wood heating systems and the 

feasibility of establishing a wood pellet manufacturing facility to utilize low-quality wood from the region’s forests to support demand for 

wood heat.  Converting municipal buildings to wood heat could help reduce operating expenses and can provide more stable energy costs 

into the future.  It can also shift the region’s reliance away from oil and reduce related greenhouse gas emissions.  This funding is specifically 

targeted to the 21-Town region and is an outcome of the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Project. Without a large enough geographic 

area it is unlikely this study would have been conducted.  

 

This initiative will cover the five tasks outlined below: 

 

1. Resource assessment for the 21-town region.  The assessment conducted will utilize forestry data, cutting plans for past 10 years, 

Ch. 61lands and management plans.  An estimate of currently available forests and the amount which can be sustainably harvested 

over the long-term will be provided.  Current carbon sequestration will be measured and will be compared with anticipated carbon 

sequestration if harvesting of wood for heating is increased.   
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2. Market analysis and plan for development of a wood pellet manufacturing facility in the 21-town region.  The plan will include: a) 

meetings with municipal officials to gauge interest in converting schools and municipal buildings to energy efficient renewable wood 

heat; b) evaluation of the potential for converting schools and municipal  buildings to energy efficient renewable wood heat: c) a 

survey of homeowners and businesses in the region regarding type of fuel used and potential interest in converting to an energy 

efficient renewable wood heat system; d) determination of the appropriate scale and feasibility of a wood pellet manufacturing facility 

based on the estimated supply and demand, and e) stakeholder meetings for community input on potential locations for a wood pellet 

manufacturing facility if there is enough supply and demand. 

 

3. Evaluation of the reduction in fossil fuel use and GHG reduction and the potential air impacts of increased use of energy efficient 

renewable wood heat systems.  An analysis will be conducted to project the greenhouse gas reduction and air quality benefits from 

increased use of wood heat. 

 

4. Creation of a business plan for the development of wood pellet plant in this region. A business plan will be prepared that examines 

both a private ownership model and a community owned model, such as a cooperative.  

 

5. Regional Economic Impact Study. A regional economic impact study will be prepared, assessing the impacts of a new wood 

processing distribution center in the region, for foresters, truckers, and the local economy. 

 

DOER has indicated an initial interest in assisting the communities to implement the study recommendations, should they prove favorable.  

Based on findings for other State programs such as Vermont, this could result in significant savings for municipalities in the 21town region. 

 

MA Green Communities Program 

Designated Green Communities (Ashfield, Buckland, Conway, Rowe, and Williamstown) can apply for funding of up to $250,000 for the 2015 

Competitive Grant Program ($7.9 million available).  Eligible projects include energy conservation/energy efficiency measures and renewable 

energy projects (including energy efficient renewable wood heat) on municipal property.   Previously, this program funded an engineering 

study of wood-based heating for a municipal building in Ashfield.  This is a useful source of funding for the region’s 5 Green Communities.  

However, few of the communities in the 21-town region are Green Communities, in part due to the up-front work involved to qualify as a 

Green Community, and the town support needed to pass certain requirements (including a vote at Town Meeting).  Additional technical 

assistance could be used to help communities qualify for Green Community Status and resulting grant funds.  
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Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) Grants (MA Department of Conservation and Recreation) 

VFA grants are available to non-profit rural call or volunteer fire departments that serve a population of 10,000 or less.  The department 

must be comprised of at least 80% volunteer firefighters.  Eligible projects include firefighter safety, technology transfer, and rural fire defense.  

Funding is provided as a 50-50 matching reimbursement up to $2,000.  During fiscal year 2014, 40 communities in Massachusetts received 

wildland fire equipment and training through this program.  DCR Bureau of Forest Fire control staff identified a need for more funding and 

staff support to provide training, which could increase if more volunteers are needed in the 21town region due to greater demand for 

emergency services. 

 

Sustainable Forestry Practices 

 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (US Department of Agriculture) - Authorized under the 2014 Farm Bill, the 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is USDA's new, innovative program that promotes coordination between the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and its partners to deliver conservation assistance.  Through this program, extensive 

partnerships have been established to assist landowners to conserve working woodlands and to integrate sustainable forestry and 

energy practices. In January 2015 DCR was awarded $637,860 from the RCPP for the 21Town region as well as seven adjacent towns.  

Partners for the project include: the Mass Forest Alliance, Mass Woodlands Institute, Mass Audubon, Mass Executive Office of Energy 

and Environmental Affairs, Mass Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Mass Dept. of Energy Resources, Franklin Land Trust, Mount Holyoke 

College, Franklin Regional Council of Governments and the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission.  Only 110 applications were funded 

nationally.  The Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership effort was instrumental in the State submitting an application for western 

Massachusetts and contributed to its National competitiveness. The project will provide a number of environmental and community 

benefits, including: 

 Creating and enhancing forest habitat for at-risk species 

 Restoring degraded habitat conditions by landscape-scale invasive plant treatments 

 Reducing fossil fuel use and improving  energy efficiency by utilizing low quality forest products to heat schools, 

municipal buildings, and homes with energy efficient renewable wood heat 

 Increasing the carbon sequestration of the region and reducing carbon emissions by retaining land in long-term forest use 

 Encouraging private forest landowners to apply regional woody material retention guidelines during harvesting 

operations 
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Creating a Buy-Local Model for Working Forests in the Northern Berkshires (MA Department of Conservation and 

Recreation) 

This DCR program which was funded through U.S. Forest Service funds, helped to build and promote the forest product industry in the 

northern Berkshires.  The project worked to create a type of homegrown “Forestry Stewardship Council” certification of Massachusetts 

wood products through harvesting standards.  The geographic area of this grant included much of the proposed 21-town project area.  Work 

was two-fold.  Outreach was provided to wood and forest product producers in the form of templates for creating websites as well as 

photography service to help provide marketing imagery.  The program also worked to educate architects and other professionals that specify 

and use wood products that are locally available.  While this program is widely applicable to the goals of the Mohawk Trail Woodlands 

Partnership, it unfortunately ended in March, 2015.  This project and others demonstrate that there is an unmet need for sustainable forestry 

related marketing and business development in Western Massachusetts that could be met through additional resources.  

 

Small Forest Landowner Outreach Initiative for Communities Located in the Urban-Rural Interface of the Quabbin to 

Cardigan Priority Landscape (MA Department of Conservation and Recreation) 

This is another program through DCR funded by the U.S. Forest Service in the form of outreach and technical assistance to engage 

landowners.  Workshops help to train landowners in invasive species removal, safe equipment use, and micro-logging techniques with an 

emphasis on forest improvement.  An innovative aspect of the program is the creation of “Wood Banks” in several towns.  These Wood 

Banks follow the food bank model to provide emergency home heating assistance for local residents.  Wood is donated by local landowners.  

While this project is just getting off the ground and has similar goals, its area does not overlap with the Mohawk Trail Woodlands 

Partnership.  Additionally, it shows the necessity of forestry related assistance and education to individual landowners and the ability for 

sustainable forestry practices to become drivers of economic assistance for rural community viability.  A special designation of the Mohawk 

Trail Woodlands Partnership area could increase the likelihood that this or a similar special program could be developed for the 21-town 

region.  

  

Forest Stewardship Program (MA Department of Conservation and Recreation) 

The DCR will provide cost reimbursement to individuals, groups and associations who wish to develop a 10-year forest management plan.  

However, this program is only open to landowners with parcels of 10 acres or more and municipalities with parcels larger than 25 acres.  

Reimbursement is provided for development of new forest management plans.  Additionally, land enrolled in Chapter 61A or 61B that does 

not have a current forest management plan is eligible.  While this program encourages forest management plan development, it does not 

provide technical assistance for sustainable forestry implementation, which could be provided through the Mohawk Trail Woodlands 

Partnership.   
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Foresters for the Birds (MA Department of Conservation and Recreation) 

Improved and conserved wildlife habitat is one of the goals of the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership project.  Landowners can be 

reimbursed for Bird Habitat Assessment on their properties conducted by a licensed Forester.  Reimbursement is eligible to those currently 

enrolled or seeking to enroll in the Forest Stewardship program (through creation of a 10-year forest management plan), and living within the 

Northern Hardwood focus area towns.  As in the Forest Stewardship Program, this program encourages landowners to assess their 

property, but may exclude smaller landowners and does not help provide for implementation funds to enhance wildlife habitat.  Additionally, 

some of the towns within the 21-town project area are not within the Northern Hardwood focus area and landowners within them are 

unable to participate.  

 

Conservation of Land for Sustainable Forestry 

 

Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program - The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources has an active program of 

purchasing agricultural preservation restrictions (APR’s) on active farmland that is comprised primarily of prime agricultural soils or soils of 

statewide importance.  The property involved must also be no more than 2/3’s wooded.  Much of the land in this focus region does not meet 

these requirements, especially land that has historically been managed for forest products.  

 

MA Land Conservation Tax Credit - Rewards landowners who donate their land or place a conservation restriction on it with a State 

tax credit provided the land is determined by the State to be eligible, based upon its natural resource values.  The program pays landowners 

up to 50% of the appraised donated value of the restriction or land, or $75,000 whichever is less.  This program is currently very popular 

statewide and has a two year waiting list.  In addition, landowners typically need to spend roughly $5,000 in due diligence costs (appraisal, 

survey, legal representation, etc.) to take advantage of the program.  

 

MA Landscape Partnership Program - The MA Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ Landscape Partnership Program 

will pay up to 50% of the appraised value of land or a Conservation Restriction.  This program, however, has a requirement that the 

application involve a minimum of 500 contiguous acres, and that the interest in land (e.g. Conservation Restriction) be held by more than a 

single entity (e.g. State, town and/or land trust). The Franklin Land Trust has successfully utilized this program to conserve working 

woodlands in the region but the projects are very complex and take several years to come to fruition. The successful projects also relied on 

multiple funding sources, including bargain sales and donations by some of the involved landowners and grants from foundations. 

 

US Forest Legacy Program - The U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program has been suggested as a potential source of funding for 

working woodland Conservation Restrictions rather than the proposed Special Designation (see Chapter 7). The program provides funding 
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for the acquisition of Conservation Restrictions on working woodlands in eight designated forested regions in Massachusetts.  The 21-town 

region is currently not a designated region. However, with limited funding and a priority placed on large areas of forested land, the Forest 

Legacy program is extremely competitive nationwide.  Massachusetts land trusts seeking Forest Legacy funds must aggregate as many smaller 

parcels of land as possible, and include multi-state partners if possible. While doable, these projects can take many years to assemble, and 

carry no guarantee of success for the years of effort. 
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