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* Revised * AGENDA 
 

Rest of River Municipal Committee 
Monday, November 18, 2013 -- 11:00 a.m. 

Stockbridge Town Offices 
 

 
1. Introductions 

 
 

2. Review of notes of September 30, 2013 meeting 
 

 
3. Briefing  & Discussion with Attny. Pawa 

 
 

4. Legal counsel confidentiality  
 
 

5. Negotiating Subcommittee   
 
 

6. District Local Technical Assistance 2014 
 

 
7. Other Business 

 
 

8. Adjournment 
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Meeting Minutes 
Rest of River Municipal Committee 

November 18, 2013 @ Stockbridge Town Offices 
 
The meeting opened at 11:03 am 
 
1.  Introductions  
Attending the meeting were the following Committee members: 
Daniel Bianchi, Pittsfield Mayor 
Pat Carlino, Lee Select Board 
Doug Clark, Pittsfield Community Development Dir. 
Lauren Gaherty, BRPC 
Nat Karns, BRPC 
Jim McGrath, Pittsfield Park, Open Space, and Nat. Res. Program Manager 
Bob Nason, Lee Town Manager 
Jennifer Tabakin, Great Barrington Town Manager 
Jeff Vincent, Lenox Special Projects Manager 
Rene Wood, Sheffield Select Board 
 
Also attending: 
Benjamin Krass, Attny, Pawa Law Group, P.C. 
Matthew Pawa, Pawa Law Group, P.C. 
 
2. Review of Meeting Notes of 9-30-13 
Motion to accept meeting notes as amended by Rene Wood; seconded by Jeff Vincent.  Approved 
unanimously as written. 
 
3. Briefing & Discussion with Attny. Pawa / Legal counsel confidentiality  
At 11:16 am, the Committee went into Executive Session.     
 
4. Negotiating Subcommittee 
At 12:41 pm the Committee came out of Executive Session.  The Committee discussed establishing a 
subcommittee to accompany the Pawa Law Group to negotiate with GE.  Matt suggested a 
subcommittee of 3 or 4 members, people who would feel comfortable in a negotiating role.  Pittsfield, 
Lenox and Lee were discussed at first, as they will likely be the most impacted by cleanup activities.  It 
was stressed that the individuals chosen need to make the commitment to attend the negotiation 
meetings.  After further discussion it was agreed that all six municipalities will appoint an individual, for 
a subcommittee of six.  A contingent of all six shows commitment and solidarity.  BRPC is serving only as 
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a technical advisor to the Committee, and will not be on the negotiating subcommittee. Motion to 
establish a negotiating subcommittee of six, with the representatives appointed by each municipality, by 
Rene Wood; seconded by Pat Carlino.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
5.    District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 2014 
The City of Pittsfield has taken the lead in submitting a DLTA application to the BRPC on behalf of the 
Committee.  In general, if the application were successful, the DLTA grant funding would again pay for 
BRPC staff time to support the work of the Committee, including fiduciary oversight of the Pawa Law 
Group.  Each of the communities should submit a supporting application, signed by the Select board.   
 
6.   Other Business  
No other business was discussed. 
 
7.  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:56 pm. 
 
Meeting materials: 

1. Revised Agenda 11-18-13 
2. Meeting Notes of September 30, 2013.  
3. Copy of Pittsfield DLTA 2014 application 
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