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Background

The FAST Act, continued through by the BIL, 
requires that the projects recommended in the RTP 
be fiscally constrained. Fiscal constraint means 
that the anticipated cost of planned projects will 
not reasonably exceed expected revenue. It is 
crucial to provide a fiscal context for transportation 
planning as it adds much needed realism to the 
process. Additionally, it is an extremely valuable 
consideration in project prioritization among other 
factors and the anticipated benefits that imple-
mented projects are expected to achieve. This 
plan is fiscally constrained based on the financial 
projections provided by MassDOT for the years 
2024 to 2044.

Highway and Bridge Funding

MassDOT Office of Transportation Planning pro-
vided anticipated funding levels for the 20 years 
of the RTP and are found in Figure 5-1. These 
estimates are predicated on the assumption that 
federal and state match funding for the period 
of 2020-2040 reflect current allocations and are 
inflated 2.2% annually from 2021 to 2040. The com-
plete base amount of federal funds available for 
the statewide road and bridge program includes 
the required match and represents totals for each 
5-year period.

Local aid funding sources such as Chapter 90, 
town expenditures, and state grant programs 
like MassWorks are not included in these funding 
projections. Based on these funding projections, a 
total of $737.6 million is anticipated for Berkshire 
County for highway, bridge, and other projects 
from FY 2024 through FY 2044. This funding is 
prioritized annually through the Berkshire MPO’s 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

Bridge Funding
Figure 5-2 displays funding levels for the statewide 
bridge program. It should be noted that funding 
for the statewide bridge program includes funding 
for the entire state. It is anticipated that portions 
of this funding will be available for bridges in our 
region. Moreover, NFA preservation funds identi-
fied in Figure 5-1 can be used for bridge projects.

Transit Funding

MassDOT provided transit program Federal reve-
nue over the life of this plan for the 5307 Urbanized 
Area Funding Resources and 5311 Formula Grants 
in non-Urbanized Areas. 5307-eligible activities 
include planning, engineering design and evalu-
ation of transit projects and other technical trans-
portation-related studies; capital investments in 
bus and bus-related activities such as replace-
ment of buses, overhaul of buses, rebuilding of 
buses, crime prevention and security equipment 
and construction of maintenance and passenger 
facilities; and capital investments including rolling 
stock, overhaul and rebuilding of vehicles, signals, 
communications, and computer hardware and 
software. All preventive maintenance and some 
Americans with Disabilities Act complementary 
paratransit service costs are capital costs.

BRTA can use 5311 funding for capital, operating, 
and administrative expenses for public transpor-
tation projects that meet the needs of rural com-
munities. Examples of eligible activities include: 
capital projects; operating costs of equipment 
and facilities for use in public transportation; and 
the acquisition of public transportation services, 
including service agreements with private provid-
ers of public transportation services.

BRTA uses 5307 funds to upgrade capital assets 
like vehicles and transit facilities and perform 
maintenance. BRTA uses 5311 funding to offset 
operating costs in the Berkshires’ rural areas. We 
do not anticipate the manner in which they use 
their funding to change from how it has been 
used in the past. MassDOT indicates that BRTA 
has $77.9 million in 5307 funding to continue with 
capital projects and $8.2 million in 5311 rural service 
operating and capital funding over the life of this 
RTP. Financial information for transit and operating 
revenue is presented in Figure 5-3.



141

Fiscal Constraint Analysis

For financial planning purposes and to comply with 
23 CFR Part 450, Regional Transportation Plans are 
required to show that sufficient funding is projected 
to cover the costs of anticipated projects planned 
for construction over the horizon of the plan.

The financial analysis presented above has 

addressed the revenue sources reasonably expect-
ed to be available from both federal and state 
sources and the cost associated with operations 
and maintenance needs of the existing transpor-
tation system. According to MassDOT projections, 
it is estimated that $737,635,858 in funds will be 
available for highway projects. Federal transit fund-
ing is estimated at $52.8 million. As expenditures do 
not exceed the projected available funds, the plan 
meets financial constraint requirements.

Figure 5-1: Estimated Highway Funding for the Berkshire MPO, FY 2024 - 2044
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The fiscal constraint analysis presented for 2024-
2028 is consistent with our regional TIP document 
(see Figure 5-4 & 5-5). All other potential proj-
ects mentioned in this document have not been 
programmed. Analysis of future fiscal constraint 
consists of summarizing the potential revenue for 
projects during future 5-year TIP evaluation cycles. 
The fiscal constraint analysis for 2029-2044 does 
not program specific projects (see Figure 5-6), 
but the unfunded highway, bridge and bike-ped 
(see Figure 5-6), and transit project (see Figure 
5-7) lists could be considered for programming 
in these years. A list of unprogrammed highway, 
bicycle and pedestrian projects can be found on 
Figure 5-8.

Unfunded and Unprogrammed Highway and 
Transit projects
The unfunded project list is a pool of potential 
projects awaiting a funding source. Projects in 
the unfunded project list in Figure 5-6 can be 
programmed into the TIP in years 2029-2044. 
Unfunded projects have been reviewed and given 
a six-digit project number by the MassDOT Project 
Review Committee (PRC). The unprogrammed 
list includes projects that may require additional 
funding beyond the yearly targets for the region, 
as well as projects at the conceptual stage that 
have not been thoroughly developed. Projects 
may or may not yet have been reviewed and given 
a project number by MassDOT. This list also con-
tains many “regionally significant” projects with a 
cost beyond $10 million.

Figure 5-2: Estimated Statewide Bridge Funding, FY 
2024 - 2044
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Figure 5-3: Estimated Transit Funding for Berkshire MPO, FY 2024 - 2044
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Figure 5-3 (continued): Estimated Transit Funding for Berkshire MPO, FY 2024 - 2044
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Figure 5-4: Bridge, Highway and Bike-Ped Fiscal Constraint, 2024 - 2028
Note: This table is a listing of projects programmed in our FFY 2024-2028 TIP. No specific projects have 
been programmed for RTP years 2029-2044.
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Figure 5-4 (continued): Bridge, Highway and Bike-Ped Fiscal Constraint, 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-4 (continued): Bridge, Highway and Bike-Ped Fiscal Constraint, 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-4 (continued): Bridge, Highway and Bike-Ped Fiscal Constraint, 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-4 (continued): Bridge, Highway and Bike-Ped Fiscal Constraint, 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-5: Transit Fiscal Constraint 2024 - 2028
Note: This table is a listing of transit projects programmed in our FFY 2024-2028 TIP. No specific projects have 
been programmed for RTP years 2029-2044.
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Figure 5-5 (continued): Transit Fiscal Constraint 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-5 (continued): Transit Fiscal Constraint 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-5 (continued): Transit Fiscal Constraint 2024 - 2028
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Figure 5-6: Unfunded Highway Project List

Location Type of Work Municipality
Project ID# 

(if 
applicable)

TIP 
Score

Estimated 
Cost

Route 7&23
 Complete Streets 
Implementation Great Barrington 609465 5 12,700,000$         

Route 43  Resurfacing Williamstown 608472 4 18,336,200$         
Route 7/S Main St  Reconstruction Gt Barrington 609215 4 6,931,990$           
Route 7  Resurfacing Williamstown 613093 1 5,255,000$           

Hubbard Ave
 Bridge Replacement/Safety 
Improvements Pittsfield XXX17A TBD 15,000,000$        

Housatonic Bike 
Path  Design and Construction Gt Barrington XXX16D TBD 4,500,000$          
Summer Street  Rehabilitation Lanesborough XXX14B TBD 1,600,000$          

Route 7  Retaining Wall Replacement Williamstown 613074 3 3,458,138$            

Mt. Washington Rd
 Reconstruction of Mount 
Wahington Rd (Phase II) Egremont 612784 TBD 9,807,885$           

TOTAL: Unfunded Highway 77,589,213$         

Unfunded Highway Projects

Figure 5-7: Unfunded Transit Project List
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Figure 5-8: Unprogrammed Highway Project List
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Figure 5-9: Fiscal Constraint Analysis, 2029 - 2044
Note: This RTP programs no projects beyond those in FFY 2024-2028, which is consistent with our FFY 2024-
2028 TIP. No specific projects have been programmed for RTP years 2029-2044. This table only provides 
guidance for a recommended level of investment based on financial targets provided by MassDOT and infra-
structure needs.
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