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REGI O NAL I S S UES  CO MMI TTEE –  Me e t in g  Min u t e s  

We d n e s d a y,  Au g u s t  3 ,  2 0 2 2  
via  Zoom  

 
I .  Ca ll t o  O r d e r  
 
Th e  m e e t in g  wa s  ca lle d  to  o rd e r a t  4 : 0 4  p m  b y CJ Hos s .  Th e  m e e t in g  wa s  re cord e d .  
 
Com m it t e e  Me m b e rs  Pre s e n t  
Ma lcolm  Fick,  BRPC Vice  Ch a ir  
An d re w Groff,  Willia m s t own  
Kyle  Ha n lon ,  North  Ad a m s  
CJ Hos s ,  RIC Ch a ir,  Pit t s fie ld  
Ch ris t in e  Ra s m u s s e n ,  S tockb rid g e  
Ch ris  Re m b old ,  Gre a t  Ba rrin g ton  
Ele a n or Tillin g h a s t ,  Mou n t  Wa s h in g ton  (n on -Com m is s ion  m e m b e r)  
 
Com m it t e e  Me m b e rs  Ab s e n t  
Joh n  Du va l,  BRPC Ch a ir  
S h e ila  Irvin ,  Pit t s fie ld  
 
BRPC S ta ff Pre s e n t  
La u ra  Bre n n a n ,  Econ om ic De ve lop m e n t  Prog ra m  Ma n a g e r  
Me lis s a  Prove n ch e r ,  En viron m e n ta l a n d  En e rg y Prog ra m  Ma n a g e r  
 
Gu e s t s / Pu b lic Pre s e n t  
Am a n d a  Ha m ilton ,  Tyrin g h a m  
Da vid  Wa s ie le ws ki 
 
I I .  P u b lic  Co m m e n t s  
 
Da vid  Wa s ie le ws ki,  Da lt on  re s id e n t  a n d  ch a ir  of t h e  loca l Gre e n  com m it t e e ,  a ls o  
re p re s e n t in g  a  g rou p  ca lle d  Loca l Powe r ou t  of Willia m s b u rg .  Th e y a re  t ryin g  to  a d d re s s  
wa s te  m a n a g e m e n t  is s u e s  in  Be rks h ire  Cou n ty a n d  We s t e rn  MA in  g e n e ra l.  Two fa cilit ie s  
h a ve  clos e d  re ce n t ly  ca u s in g  is s u e s  with  n on - re cycla b le  wa s t e .  Mr.  Wa s ie le ws ki in d ica t e d  
th a t  in  s om e  ca s e s  wa s te  is  b e in g  s h ip p e d  a s  fa r a s  North  Ca rolin a ,  a n d  th a t  it  is  u n cle a r 
wh e re  wa s te  is  b e in g  s h ip p e d  from  th e  Hu b b a rd  Ave n u e  fa cilit y .  He  s h a re d  th a t  t h e re  a re  
e m e rg in g  t e ch n olog ie s  a llowin g  fo r d e a lin g  with  t ra s h  loca lly,  a n d  h e  wou ld  like  to  g e t  
p e rm is s ion  t o  s h a re  a  p re s e n ta t ion  t o  th e  Re g ion a l Is s u e s  Com m it t e e  in  th e  fu tu re .  Th e y 
h a ve  s p oke n  with  Joh n  Fis h e r a t  DEP wh o re fe rre d  th e  Loca l Powe r g rou p  to  BRPC.  He  h a s  
re ce n t ly s e n t  Me lis s a  Prove n ch e r th e ir wh it e p a p e r .  S h e  h a s  n ot  ye t  h a d  th e  op p ortu n ity to  
s h a re  with  Tom  Ma tu s zko.  Me lis s a  P.  in d ica t e d  t h a t  t h is  t op ic h a s  b e e n  d is cu s s e d  in t e rn a lly,  
p a rt icu la rly a ft e r a  re ce n t  MEPA re vie w.  La u ra  B.  re q u e s t e d  a n  e m a il a d d re s s  fo r follow u p .  
CJ in d ica t e d  th a t  t h is  m a y b e  a p p rop ria t e  for  con s id e ra t ion  a s  fu tu re  t op ic fo r RIC.   
 
Am a n d a  Ha m ilton  in t rod u ce d  h e rs e lf a n d  s t a t e d  th a t  s h e  is  in t e re s t e d  in  le a rn in g  m ore  
a b ou t  t h e  work of t h e  com m it t e e .  S h e  is  t h e  p la n n in g  b oa rd  d e le g a te  from  Tyrin g h a m .  S h e  
is  p a rt icu la rly in t e re s t e d  in  e n viron m e n ta l m a t t e rs ,  h ou s in g ,  a n d  p u b lic t ra n s it .  CJ th a n ke d  



h e r fo r p a rt icip a t in g  a n d  in vit e d  h e r t o  b e com e  in volve d  in  th e  com m it t e e  if s h e  is  
in t e re s t e d .  
 
I I I .  Ap p r o v a l o f  Ap r il 2 0 2 2  Me e t in g  Min u t e s  
 
Kyle  H.  m a d e  a  m ot ion  to  a p p rove ,  Ma lcolm  F.  s e con d e d .  No d is cu s s ion .  Min u te s  from  Ap ril 
2 0 2 2  we re  a p p rove d  via  roll ca ll vote ,  with  Ma lcolm  Fick a b s t a in in g .  
 
I V.  Dr a ft  Co m m e n t s  r e :  S t r e t c h  En e r g y  Co d e  a n d  S p e c ia liz e d  Mu n ic ip a l O p t - I n  
Co d e  
 
Me m b e rs  o f t h e  com m it t e e  h a d  re ce ive d  a  cop y of th e  d ra ft  com m e n t s  p rio r t o  th e  Me e t in g .  
CJ in vit e d  Me lis s a  P.  t o  s h a re  m ore  in form a t ion .  Th e  Re g ion a l Is s u e s  Com m it t e e  h a d  
orig in a lly d is cu s s e d  th is  t op ic wh e n  DOER h a d  is s u e d  a  s t ra w p rop os a l.  Th e  Com m is s ion  
s e n t  com m e n t s  a t  t h a t  t im e .  Em ily La n g e ,  a  form e r  BRPC s t a ff m e m b e r ,  h a d  d e ve lop e d  th e  
con te n t s  of t h a t  re s p on s e .  Me lis s a  h a s  con s id e re d  ou r p re viou s  com m e n t s  a n d  s h a re d  th a t  
m os t  is s u e s  we re  s t ill re le va n t  a n d  worth  re it e ra t in g .  On e  of t h e  e a rlie r com m e n t s  wa s  
re g a rd in g  th e  HERS  ra t in g .  Th e y a re  s t ill a llowin g  for  a  h ig h e r ra t in g ,  with  a n  e xp la n a t ion  
th a t  t h e y cu rre n t ly h a ve  a  s t e p p e d  a p p roa ch  wit h  a  5 -p oin t  d iffe re n ce  wh ich  h a s  b e com e  
s lig h t ly m ore  s t rin g e n t .   
 
Th e re  will b e  virtu a l h e a rin g s  re g a rd in g  th e  op t - in  s t re t ch  cod e ,  Me lis s a  p la n s  to  lis t e n  to  th e  
on e  s ch e d u le d  for  Au g u s t  8 th .  Ba s e d  on  wh a t  s h e  h a s  h e a rd  s o fa r,  con s e n s u s  s e e m s  to  b e  
th a t  it  is  n ot  ye t  s t rin g e n t  e n ou g h .   
 
S h e  re m ove d  from  ou r  cu rre n t  d ra ft  com m e n t s  a  s e ct ion  re g a rd in g  th e  t ie  b e twe e n  n e t - ze ro  
a n d  th e  g rid .  Th e  cu rre n t  p rop os a l d oe s  n ot  in clu d e  th e  s a m e  re fe re n ce .  All o f ou r re m a in in g  
com m e n t s  a p p e a r  to  b e  g e rm a n e .   
 
CJ H.  a s ke d  a b ou t  n e xt  s t e p s  in  t e rm s  of p roce s s .  Me lis s a  in d ica t e d  th a t  t h e  d e a d lin e  o f 
Au g u s t  1 2 th a llows  fo r t wo op t ion s :  com m e n t s  cou ld  b e  from  th e  RIC,  t o  b e  a p p rove d  b y th e  
Com m is s ion  la t e r o r s u b m it t e d  a s  s t a ff com m e n t s  s ig n e d  b y Tom  Ma tu s zko.  CJ H.  a s ke d  fo r 
com m e n t s  or  e d it s  from  com m it t e e  m e m b e rs .  Ma lcolm  F.  a s ke d  fo r a n  e xp la n a t ion  of wh a t  
HERS  s t a n d s  fo r,  a n d  th e  g rou p  d is cu s s e d  th e  s ys t e m  of lookin g  a t  a p p lia n ce s ,  win d ows ,  
in s u la t ion ,  e t c.  h olis t ica lly to  re a ch  a  h om e  e n e rg y e fficie n cy ra t in g ,  a n d  h ow th a t  m a y 
com p a re  with  a  p a s s ive  h ou s e  ra t in g  in  th e  fu tu re .  Ch ris t in e  R.  re it e ra t e d  con ce rn s  in clu d e d  
in  b oth  s e t s  o f com m e n t s  re g a rd in g  a  la ck of p rop e rly t ra in e d  workforce  to  a d d re s s  th is  
t op ic.   
 
CJ H.  s t a t e d  th a t  h e  d oe s  n ot  h a ve  a n yth in g  to  a d d  to  th is  d ra ft  a n d  a s ke d  wh e th e r th e  RIC 
m e m b e rs  s h ou ld  fo rm a lly a p p rove  or a llow th is  t o  b e  s u b m it t e d  a s  s t a ff com m e n t s .  La u ra  B.  
in d ica t e d  th a t  it  wou ld  b e  for  d ocu m e n ta t ion  p u rp os e s  t o  re cord  wh e th e r  t h e  com m it t e e  
e n d ors e d  th e  le t t e r.  Ma lcolm  F.  m a d e  a  m ot ion  to  a p p rove ,  s e con d e d  b y Kyle  H.  Th e  le t t e r 
wa s  a p p rove d  u n a n im ou s ly b y roll ca ll vote .  
 
V.  Gr e e n  Co m m u n it ie s  Clim a t e  Le a d e r s  p r o p o s a l 
 
CJ H.  in vit e d  Me lis s a  P.  t o  p rovid e  a n  ove rvie w of th e  p rop os a l.  S h e  e xp la in e d  th a t  t h is  is  
g e n e ra t e d  b y DOER a s  p a rt  o f t h e  Gre e n  Com m u n it ie s  in it ia t ive ,  with  com m e n t s  d u e  on  th e  
8 th o f Au g u s t .  Com m e n t s  n e e d  to  b e  s u b m it t e d  via  a n  on lin e  fo rm ,  wh ich  is  g e a re d  towa rd s  
in d ivid u a l m u n icip a lit ie s .  S h e  a s ke d  com m it t e e  m e m b e rs  to  con s id e r wh e th e r th e y fe lt  BRPC 
s h ou ld  re s p on d ,  in  a d d it ion  to  e n cou ra g in g  m u n icip a lit ie s  t o  fill ou t  t h e  form .   
 
Th e  p rop os a l d e s crib e s  t h e  n e xt  p h a s e  of t h e  Gre e n  Com m u n it ie s  In it ia t ive ,  fo r com m u n it ie s  
wh ich  a lre a d y h a ve  th e  op t ion a l d e s ig n a t ion .  Th e re  wou ld  b e  a n  op t ion  to  b e  d e s ig n a te d  a s  
a  Clim a te  Le a d e r ,  with  MVP p la n n in g  p roce s s  a s  a  p re re q u is it e .  Ad op t ion  o f t h e  h ig h e s t  t ie r 



of th e  s t re t ch  cod e  wou ld  a ls o  b e  re q u ire d .  Da vid  Wa s ie le ws ki in d ica t e d  th a t  t h e  Da lton  
com m it t e e  will b e  con s id e rin g  th is  b u t  h a ve  n ot  ye t  d e cid e d .  Th is  wou ld  p rovid e  a cce s s  t o  
s ola r  fu n d in g  wh ich  h e  fe e ls  is  a  g ood  in ce n t ive .   
 
Th e  g rou p  d is cu s s e d  wh e th e r  th e re  is  a  b e n e fit  t o  BRPC re s p on d in g  in  a d d it ion  to  
com m u n it ie s .  Me lis s a  P.  in d ica t e d  th a t  we  h a ve  a  g ood  workin g  re la t ion s h ip  with  DOER a n d  
h a ve  a lre a d y h a d  th e  op p ortu n ity to  p rovid e  e a rly fe e d b a ck,  a n d  th a t  h e a rin g  from  
in d ivid u a l com m u n it ie s  will b e  m os t  im p ort a n t .  On e  of t h e  d own s id e s  is  t h a t  t h e  b e n e fit  o f 
Clim a te  Le a d e rs  is  t h e  p ote n t ia l ( n ot  a  g u a ra n te e )  o f fu tu re  g ra n t  fu n d in g .  CJ H.  in d ica t e d  
th a t  in  t e rm s  of t h e  d e ca rb on iza t ion  com m itm e n t ,  it  wou ld  b e  im p ort a n t  t o  u n d e rs t a n d  wh a t  
p os s ib le  fu n d in g  wou ld  b e  in clu d e d .  He  a s ke d  t h a t  BRPC con d u ct  ou t re a ch  to  e n cou ra g e  
com m u n it ie s  to  re s p on d ,  e xp la in in g  th e  im p ort a n ce  of re s p on d in g .  Ma lcolm  F.  re q u e s t e d  
th a t  s t a ff a ls o  s h a re  a  lin k to  th e  we b in a r d u rin g  ou t re a ch .  Me lis s a  P.  will s e n d  ou t  
in form a t ion  a s  d is cu s s e d  a n d  will cop y RIC m e m b e rs .  S h e  will a ls o  re s p on d  on  b e h a lf o f 
BRPC.  
 
We b in a r  lin k fo r Clim a te  Le a d e rs  p rop os a l:  h t tp s : / / vim e o. com / 7 3 1 0 7 0 5 4 5   
 
On lin e  form  lin k for Clim a te  Le a d e rs  p rop os a l:  
h t tp s : / / form s .office .com / p a g e s / re s p on s e p a g e . a s p x?id = Fh 2 GPrd IDkq YBowE2 Bt7 Kh NNfg 9 6 O
G9 ClCRR4 b CH_ JJUREg yQlA1 Mlk3 TTAzS E5 EMFlS UzFa Tkt JVy4 u &wd LOR= c8 9 EA2 F5 2 -3 8 F8 -
4 D0 E-BCAA-AF2 D5 3 E4 E3 A8   
 
VI .  To p ic s  fo r  Fu t u r e  Co n s id e r a t io n  
 
CJ H.  a s ke d  wh e th e r th e re  we re  n e w t op ics  to  a d d  to  ou r ru n n in g  lis t .  An d re w G.  a s ke d  if 
t h e re  wa s  a n yth in g  from  th e  e n d  of t h e  le g is la t ive  s e s s ion  th a t  s h ou ld  b e  d is cu s s e d .  CJ H.  
s t a t e d  th a t  h e  h a s  h e a rd  a  lo t  of com m e n t s  re g a rd in g  th e  in a ct ion  a rou n d  e con om ic 
d e ve lop m e n t  o r h ou s in g .  Th e s e  it e m s  m a y n ot  b e  re le va n t  for  RIC in  t e rm s  of form a l 
re s p on s e .  Howe ve r,  t h e re  m a y b e  a  p u s h  fo r t h e  le g is la to rs  t o  com e  b a ck for  a  s p e cia l 
s e s s ion .  Me lis s a  P.  b rou g h t  u p  th e  Com m u n ity Com p a ct  p rog ra m ’s  a d d it ion a l fu n d in g ,  
p a rt icu la rly th e  re g ion a liza t ion  com p on e n t .  La u ra  B.  h a s  re a ch e d  ou t  t o  s t a ff t o  le a rn  m ore  
a b ou t  wh e n  a p p lica t ion s  will op e n ,  a s  t h e  we b s it e  s t ill s h ows  FY2 2  in form a t ion .  CJ H.  
in d ica t e d  th a t  t h is  m a y b e  o f in t e re s t  t o  th e  fu ll Com m is s ion  a n d  a s ke d  th a t  s t a ff follow u p  
on  th is  t op ic a n d  h e lp  d is t rib u te  in form a t ion .  
 
Ne x t  Co m m it t e e  Me e t in g  Da t e  –  e it h e r  Au g u s t  2 4 t h  o r  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 t h   

 
VI I .   Ad jo u r n m e n t  
Th e  m e e t in g  wa s  a d jou rn e d  a t  4 : 4 8  p .m .  
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