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Meeting Minutes Berkshire Brownfield Committee Meeting 
May 20, 2021 

 
Committee Members Present: John Olander (JO); Sheila Irvin (SI); Jim Byrne (JB); Marilyn 
Hansen (MH); Mike Nuvallie (MN); Rebecca Ferguson (RF); Nate Joyner (NJ); Tom Matuszko 
(TM); Kevin Pink (KP); and Chris Rembold (CR). 

 
Others Present: Rich Griffin (RG), MassDevelopment and Melissa Provencher (MP), BRPC. 

 
Committee Members Not Present: Rebecca Slick (RS). 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Irvin called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm 

 
1. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the April 22, 2020 meeting were tabled until the next scheduled meeting. 
 
2. Revolving Loan Fund 

Sun Cleaners (111 River Street), North Adams:  MP introduced the application and turned it over to 
MN to present the City of North Adams’ application for an RLF subgrant.  Back in 1996, the City 
created a program called the Own Your Own Home Program.  The former dry cleaner site was 
purchased by Housing Opportunities Inc., (HOI).  HOI was a non-profit affiliate of the Housing 
Authority that bought lots for infill and successfully developed approximately 12 units of affordable 
housing.  HOI purchased the former dry cleaner, which was originally a residential property, with the 
intent to develop it as single family affordable housing.  HOI was recently dissolved and liquidated 
assets.  The City has taken over the HOI assets including this parcel.  The City would ultimately like 
to assemble this parcel with others in the neighborhood to develop some affordable housing on an 
infill basis. 
 
RG expressed the support of MassDevelopment to potentially fill funding gaps.  MassDevelopment 
would not fund demolition, but could fund remediation up to $500,000.  MN indicated that the 
support is appreciated, but that if the request can be met through the RLF and it is appropriate to do 
so, it’s less cumbersome to the City to have a single source of funding for remediation and a single 
timeline.  The City would like to get the building down by the end of the summer.  JB was also 
supportive of using the RLF to its maximum extent and saving MassDevelopment for other sites that 
need funding. 
 
MP explained that asbestos abatement is an eligible expense under RLF and that additional 
demolition expenses beyond those included within the application are eligible and can be supported 
by the RLF.  MP suggested that the subgrant request be increased to $220,000 to include asbestos 
abatement and additional demolition expenses as well as contingencies. 
 
CR made a motion to approve a subgrant to the City of North Adams for $220,000 for the Sun 
Cleaners site.  JO seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken: 
JO - aye 
JB - aye 
MH - aye 
MN - abstain 
RF - aye 
NJ -aye 



TM - aye 
KP - aye 
CR - aye 
SI - aye 
 
The motion passed. 
 
GreylockWORKS, North Adams: MP provided an update on the GreylockWORKS loan and 
explained that the borrower has requested a change in the use of the loan funds.  The request 
originally included LSP expenses and the purchase of replacement windows, which is part of abating 
building materials.  The borrower has requested to use all of the hazardous loan funds toward 
window purchase and will not use loan funds for LSP expenses.  RLF funds were previously used 
for window purchase.  MP has worked with JB to approve the eligibility of the expense and the 
change in the use of the loan funds.  A Committee vote is not required. 
 
34 Bridge Street, Great Barrington: MP updated the Committee on the status of the loans.  The first 
loan has reached its maturity date, but payment has not been received.  The borrower is in default 
with the prime lender and the Berkshire RLF is in third position.  MP participated in a meeting with 
the bank and several attorneys representing various interests.  Mountain One, the prime lender, 
wants out and has threatened to foreclose.  The RLF loans total $500,000, and if Mountain One 
forecloses the RLF will not be repaid.  It appears that Mountain One wants to be made whole and 
paid in full, but foreclosure does not appear to be in their best interest as they would have to settle 
for pennies on the dollar.  The plan resulting from the meeting was to enter into a short-term 
forbearance agreement with a plan to refinance.  There has been no movement on this since the 
meeting. In addition, the anchor commercial tenant was withholding rent and has filed suit against 
Powerhouse Square (owner/developer/borrower).  There are a lot of tensions on all sides – both the 
lenders and the tenants. 
 
MP and BRPC’s attorney for the RLF plan to arrange a site visit/walk through to make sure that the 
status of the redevelopment is as it has been portrayed and ensure that the funds appear to have 
been used appropriately.  Our attorney has been in regular communication with the bank and the 
other attorneys, and MP has kept EPA informed on the situation.  EPA does not require any 
additional steps to be taken at this time. 
 
CR expressed the Town of Great Barrington’s disappointment with the situation, but also pointed out 
the benefits that have resulted from the project.  The site has been remediated and redeveloped.  
The Co-op Market has doubled in size and has invested $4-5M in the expansion.  The Co-op 
employs 30-50 people and provides essential services to the community.  MP and JB agreed that 
although the goal is to be repaid there is inherent risk in this program and the remediation and 
redevelopment of the site make it a success in many ways and the money has gone toward the 
purpose for which it was intended. 

 
3. Other 

Next Meeting: MP will send a Doodle Poll for the next meeting. 
 

Materials & Exhibits 
• Sun Cleaners RLF Subgrant Application 
 
Minutes Prepared by Melissa Provencher 
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