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Introduction



Project Overview

Project Initiation

The Lenox-Stockbridge-Tanglewood Pedestrian & Bicycle Circulation Study was initiated by 
the towns of Lenox and Stockbridge to enhance walking and biking connections between 
the numerous arts, music and cultural institutions located in the Lenox ς Stockbridge 
project area. The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) funded and supported 
the study and partnered with BETA Group, Inc. as the primary study consultant. 

Project Goals

Å Improve bicycle and pedestrian access within the project area ς make getting around 
safer and more fun.

ÅwŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙǳō ς brand connections linking the 
institutions in the area.



Locus Map
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Project Area
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Project Process

Existing Conditions and 
Information Gathering
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Public & Stakeholder Engagement



Engagement Methods 

Discussions with Leaders in Lenox and Stockbridge

During the planning process, the project team met regularly, including members of BRPC, the 
Town of Lenox and the Town of Stockbridge. Members of the project team regularly interact 
with residents in the area and brought a good understanding of needs and desires of people 
throughout the planning process.

Stakeholder Outreach

The project team reached out to institutional stakeholders in the area and informed them 
about the project, sharing initial recommendations and existing conditions analysis. The team 
met in the field with members of the Boston University Tanglewood Institute to explore 
connections through their property.  

Public Open House

On September 17, 2025, the project team hosted an open house in the Lenox Town Hall where 
the team presented existing condition analysis and recommendations. Around 40 members of 
the Stockbridge and Lenox community came to the meeting. Participants could provide input 
on maps of the study area using sticky notes, in a comment box and could ask questions 
during and after the presentation. Members of the project team were available to gather 
comments and feedback. Generally, the sentiment towards the project was positive and 
people were excited to see more opportunities to get outside and walk in the area. Some folks 
in the area also shared concerns about the impacts of the project on the natural environment 
and the cost.



What We Heard: Key Themes from Stakeholder and 
Public Engagement

ÅDesire for a walking loop around the project area

ÅDesire to maintain the natural and rural character 
of the area while providing improved and safer 
walking and biking connections

ÅSome speeding concerns, particularly on 
Hawthorne Street

ÅNew connections are a priority over 
reconstructing existing sidewalks or paths

ÅIntroducing landscaping and public realm 
amenities is important to make the walking 
experience enjoyable

ÅConsider including traffic calming measures on 
roadways

љfШƖƨŰШċŰĬШĤŔťĲШŸŰШ
Hawthorne Street 
and do not feel 
ƻĲƖǃШƚċŉĲњ

љ ШƚŔĬĲƽċũťШŉƖŸůШEũůШ9ŸƨƖƣШƣŸШƣőĲШ
existing sidewalk at Hawthorne 
Street [on Old Stockbridge Road] 
would be of great use to the 
ƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШŸŉШìŔŰĬĲŰШcŔũũњ

Map where participants could place 
comments during the public meeting



What We Heard (Continued)

љ ШĤĲƣƣĲƖШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣĲĬШ
bicycle path 
ċƓƓĲċƖƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣњ

љяcċƽƣőŸƖŰĲШÉƣƖĲĲƣѐШŔƚШ
narrow and winding т 
dangerous for pedestrians 
ċŰĬШĬŸŊШƽċũťĲƖƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃњ

љfШőċƻĲШůŔƚŊŔƻŔŰŊƚШ
about tree 
destruction and 
long-term 
ůċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШĦŸƚƣƚњ

ÅBalancing cost with quality of new facilities

ÅConsider further connections and extensions to 
these connections in the future

ÅDesire to enhance biking along West Street and 
Interlaken Road

Å Importance of managing conflicts between people 
walking and biking in the area

ÅDesire to protect trees and the natural environment

ÅEnsuring the new facilities are accessible for people 
with disabilities

ÅProvide parking for new trails

ÅRequested additional information concerning 
potential impacts as project progresses 



Existing Conditions Inventory



Key Roadways
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Key Roadways
West Street

West Street (State Route 183) connects Lenox town center west towards Tanglewood 
in Stockbridge. It provides access to several key destinations including Tanglewood, 
Morris Elementary School, and BU Tanglewood Institute. It is under town jurisdiction 
and changes classification from a minor arterial in Lenox to a collector in 
Stockbridge.  The road has one lane in each direction with a shoulder of varying 
width. For most of the roadway, there is a asphalt sidewalk on the south side of the 
road with a grass buffer of varying width. To the west, State Route 83 continues as 
Interlaken Road after the intersection with Richmond Mountain Road. Several 
neighborhood roads connect into West Street with stop control. The West Street 
approach is stop-controlled at the eastern intersection with Old Stockbridge Road.

Interlaken Road

Interlaken Road (State Route 183) connects from West Street to the southwest, 
where it eventually connects to Route 102 in Stockbridge. In the project area, 
Interlaken Road provides access to Kripalu Center, Berkshire Country Day School, 
Gould Meadows and the public boat ramp on the Stockbridge Bowl. It is classified as 
a collector roadway and is under town jurisdiction. The road has one lane in each 
direction with a shoulder of varying width. No pedestrian or bicycle accommodation 
is on the roadway. 

Hawthorne Road

Hawthorne Road connects from Interlaken Road south to the causeway by the 
Stockbridge Bowl where it connects with Mahkeenac Lake Road. In the project area, 
ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ¢ŀƴƎƭŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ [ƛƻƴΩǎ DŀǘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŜ 
Center for Music and Learning, the White Pines Condominiums and Camp Mah-kee-
nac. It is classified as a collector roadway and is under town jurisdiction. The road 
has one lane in each direction. No pedestrian or bicycle accommodation is on the 
ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘǿƻ ŎǊƻǎǎǿŀƭƪǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƴƎƭŜǿƻƻŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ 
gate entrance to Tanglewood. Hawthorne Road is designated as a scenic roadway. 



Key Roadways (Continued)

Hawthorne Street

Hawthorne Street connects from Hawthorne Road to Old Stockbridge Road. It 
provides access to Tanglewood Drive and the Frelinghuysen Morris House & Studio, 
as well as homes and tourist accommodation. The road is classified as a collector 
roadway and is under town jurisdiction. It has one lane in each direction with a 
shoulder of varying width. The road crosses over several streams and has culverts. 
No pedestrian or bicycle accommodation is on the roadway. The Hawthorne Street 
approach is stop controlled at the intersection with Old Stockbridge Road and with 
Hawthorne Road.

Old Stockbridge Road

Old Stockbridge Road connects from Lenox town center to the north to Route 7 to 
the north. In the project area, the road provides access to Shakespeare & Company, 
Elm Court and homes. The road is classified as a collector road north of Hawthorne 
Street and a local roadway south of Hawthorne Street. It is under town jurisdiction. 
The road has one lane in each direction with a shoulder of varying width. An asphalt 
sidewalk is provided on the west side of the road on the segment between 
Hawthorne Street and Lenox Center. The Old Stockbridge Road approach is stop-
controlled at the intersection with West Street. 



Roadway Classification

Arterial

Collector

Local
Source: MassDOT



Roadway Jurisdiction

Barn Road, also referred to as 
Tanglewood Drive, is a private 
roadway owned by Tanglewood

All key study 
roadways are under 
town jurisdiction.

State

Town

Private
Source: MassDOT



Scenic Roadways

Scenic Roadway

The Stockbridge town bylaws designates Hawthorne Road as a scenic roadway, in 
accordance with the M.G.L. c.40, section 15C. This means no repairs or maintenance 
can impact trees or stone walls without written consent of the Planning Board.



Existing Sidewalks, Crosswalks and Trails ς Key 
Roadways
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Source: BETA, BRPC, MassGIS, 
Tanglewood Institute


