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To support Goal 1, the town will work to safeguard

EXGCUtlve S u m m ary Pontoosuc Lake and ensure that reactional

potential and water quality is balanced; Expand

The 2026 Lanesborough Open Space and recreational opportunities at William Laston

RecreatonPlani s t he bl ueprint f oM?mQriﬂ! Barkta%dmm\ée connectivi.ty_ With

conservation and recreation efforts for the next neighboring assets ; increase accessibility to

decade. outdoor spaces and activities ; and increase
awareness of spaces for different types of uses and

An eight -member committee consisting of re-invigorate underutilized spaces

volunteers with extensive knowledge and civic - o

involvement in local parks and open spaces Goal 2: Increase the positive economic impact

oversaw the planfs devel op ﬁ:{ggﬁegbygwﬁq.ltdcipqr%{:rbeeglwalgcoqqmyquth

priority on robust community input . The regionally and locally.

committee worked extensively to ensure the goals . o

and objectives are direct reflections of the To support Goal 2, the town will m  aintain a strong,

community . collaborative relationship with regional entities,

state officials, and neighboring communities to

Thepl anfs devel opment i ncl uB@§nizetlegeAemic impact of outdoor

surveying , discussions with stakeholders, and recreational assets ; and encourage the growth of
multiple community conversations.  Additionally, private outdoor recreation businesses.
students from Williams Collegefrs Environment al
Planning class dedicated their fall semester to Goal3: Ensure the communityfs val
conducting outreach to land managers, analyzing character, scenic vistas, agricultural, and natural
concerns they heard, and reporting on solutions for resources are protected for generations to come
consideration in the planfs devel opment.

To support Goal 3, the town will Provide
The committee reviewed data, maps, and historic agricultural operators with technical assistance and
documents carefully to inventory and assess the regulatory safeguards ; advance tree and forest
properties with conservation value and/or provide management best practices ; p roactively mitigate
outdoor recreational opportunities. The committee anticipated climate change impacts ; p rotect
met with regional agencies and neighboring valuable assets ; and reduce sprawl development .

community to discuss shared values.
By enacting the related action items to achieve the

Through the process, Lanesborough establishe  d goals and objectives, Lanesborough can  preserve it
three overarching goals, several objectives to outdoo_r spaces and enha_mce the heglj[h, safety ,
achieve those goals, and dozens of specific action and enjoyment of all - residents and visitors.

items stakeholders will take to preserve natural
resources and enhance residents and visitorst¥
outdoor experiences.

Goal 1: Create a park system that provides for a
diverse number of activities and supports users of
all ages and abilities without compromising natural
resources or disrupting ecosystems

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 5



Introduction

Planning Process and
Public Participation

The Select Board appointed Stacy Parsons, Linda
Belanger, Lee Hauge, Mark Hawthorne, Jim
Neureuther, Deanna Smith, Tom Voisin , and
Leanne Yinger to serve on the Open Space and
Recreation Committee tasked primarily with
developing the plan. The membership represents a
diversity of experience, expertise, and viewpoints.
The members have experience serving on the
Conservation Commission, Recreation Committee,
Tree and Forest Committee, Planning Board , as

I ntrod u Ctl O n the Harbormaster, and professional experience in

the private sector and with land trusts.

Statement of Pu rpose The Committee held monthly public meetings ~ to

oversee the pl ancomluctdday el op ment
survey, and held two community meetings.

Residents wrote down their ideas and priorities for conservation and
outdoor recreation during a Community Conversation in Januar2026.

The Open Space and Recreation Plan is a guidance
document for the townfs o0pgHeOped8pace andl Retredtidh PlanéAdvisdnd N

land use decisions. The purpose of the plan is to Committee conducted a significant amount of

document the existing properties, evaluate the public outreach between October 2025 and May

open space and recreational opportunities, and 2026 to gather the communityfs
develop strat egies and actions that protect and needs and desires for its parks and open spaces.

improve resources for future generations.
The primary source of feedback came from the

The plan includes a review of open lands owned by Open Space and Recreation survey. The
the Commonwealth, the town of Lanesborough, committee launched the survey on October 28,
non- profit organizations, and private landowners 2025 and closed it on December 12, 2025.

enrolled in the statefs Chapter 61, 61A, or 61B

program.
LANESBOROUGH OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION SURVEY

The town of Lanesborough is updating its Open Space and

Community members identified and developed

actions that will preserve natural resources and Recreation Plan to determine the future of its recreational assets and

open spaces. Please take this short survey to share your opinions

address gaps in the recreational options for
residents to enjoy.

with the town!

Lanesborough recently completed the development
of a new comprehensive plan to guide
development during the next 20 years. The Open
Space and Recreation Plan serves as a complement www.surveymonkey.com/r/LanesboroughOSRP
to that process by providing greater insight on paper copies svallable st tawn hal

natural and recreational re sources.

A total of 285 people tak the survey between October and Decembe

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 6



Introduction

Committee members engaged with more than 175
people by canvassing at the
center, handed out fliers to dozens of people at

both the town tree lighting |
lighting, engaged with approximately 100 people at ‘igyi’
the annual Christm as Bazaar, posted fliers at three I
popular restaurants at outdoor recreational spaces
and throughout town hall. The committee provided
paper copies to the library and at town hall, both

spaces put them prominently on display.

Age of Survey Respondents

10yr -39yr
21%

60+
45%

The committee sent eblasts to more than 250

people on the Friends of Pontoosuc mailing list, 50
who provided emails during the Master Plan
process, all town committees, all of the town
committees. The committee shared it with the
Department of Conservation and Recreation, Trout
Unlimited, and the Audubon Society which in turn = 0-9 =10yr-39yr = 40yr - 59yr 60+
shared with their memberships. The elementary
school shared the survey on its networks and The survey reached all age brackets.

youth sports coaches emailed it to parents. The _
town sent three e -newsletters with promotions ~ for The efforts resulted in 285 total responses to the
the survey. survey, representing 9.5% of t

of 3,038 people.

The local news sources, the Berkshire Eagle and

iBerkshires.com, both shared a press release on A total of 84% of survey takers are Lanesborough

the survey in early December and town people residents, 11% are people from neighboring

shared it multiple times on social media. communities who use Lanesborou
and 5% are from another area but visit
Lanesborough.

Most of the survey respondents are full -time
Lanesborough residents. A total of 7.5% of
respondents are seasonal.

The survey takers spanned age demographics but
skewed slightly older than Census data.

The Open Space and Recreation Committee held
two public listening sessions to gatherin  -person
feedback during the development of the plan.

On January 27, 2026, the committee held a public

The public outreach sessions welcomed participants from all )
demographics to engage in workshops. meeting to share the survey results and collect

feedback.

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 7



Introduction

The students prepared a research project and

I_A N ESBU H 0 U G . | 3 presented it to the committee at a public meeting
g@m  on December 8.
00 M M U N ITY Lastly, the committee met jointly with the Adams
Open Space and Recreation Committee, which s

concurrently developing its updated plan, the
Cheshire Open Space and Recreation Committee,

which recently adopted its plan, and the
Department of Conservation and Recreation. The

When: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 | 6:00pm March 24 meeting at the Greylock Glen provided

the groups to discuss thei r approach and priorities
Where: Lanesborough Elementary School for shared resources, such at Mount Greylock and
The town of Lanesborough is updating its Open Space and the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail.

Recreation Plan to determine the future of its recreational

assets and open spaces. i . . .
During the meeting, each community shared their

Please join us for a community meeting to share your goals and reported back on the Community input
thoughts about the future of our open spaces and t h . d Th b
recreational opportunities. eyrve receilve ' € member s
shared goals and sought regional ways to support
’Q\BRPC each ot he rdensfiech leyehd sutreach
' process.

The first of two community forums welcomed public participated on
January 27 at Lanesborough Elementary School.

| Enhanced Outreach and
The committee promoted the event through local
media, with both the Berkshire Eagle and PUb“C Part|C|pat|On

iBerkshires.com running stories prior to the
meeting, on social media, and  through the Select
Board meetings, which are recorded and aired by
community television.

The town of Lanesborough does not have any
designated Environmental Justice Census Tracts.
Recognizing that there are populations among the

After a short presentation on the survey results,

the public engaged in a workshop session in which
they circulated among stations with questions

asking for ideas and opinion. The questions  asked
about specific actions and needs in the future of

the townf¥s recreation and
attendees also had stickers to place on items

members of the public wrote down that they

supported.

Students from Williams College interviewed
property managers of 21 of
conservation and recreational properties to gather

A joint meeting with Cheshire, Adams, and representatives from the
input on environmental concerns and Department of Conservation and Recreation provided committee

opportunities members an opportunity to discuss shared resources.

Laneshorough Open Space and Recreation Plan 8



Introduction

community, the Open Space and Recreation
Committee introduced the project to several
groups to invite feedback from all residents.

The effort included meeting with the Age  -Friendly
Park Committee, which oversees ensuring parks

are accessible, and communicating with the

Council on Aging , which maintained regular
communication about the project with those it
serves. The library served as a community space

Laneborough Open Space and Recréatio
Plan

Open House
Tuesday, May 26

. . 5-7 p-m.
to take the survey and get information about the Laston Park
plan The committee presented multiple times to Share you thoughts on the draft Open Space and Recreation Plan!
the Select Board . The OSRP Committee has developed action items to guide its parks
and open spaces for years to come. Come review and share your
opinions

Mount Greylock Regional School District — graciously
utilized its communications network to share
information about the project to invite additional
comment s.

The nearest Environmental Justice neighborhood is
located in the city of Pittsfield. The committee met
with the city¥fs Par ktedisaussd
Lanesboroughfs Open Space Thepublichadanother opportunity toprovide comments on the plan
and kept the city informed to ensure during an open house on Tuesday, May 26.
Lanesboroughfs efforts align with the needs of the
city of Pittsfield and the neighboring Environmental

Justice Community.

{4 BRPC

Borkshire Rogional Planning Commission

Laneshorough Open Space and Recreation Plan 9



Community Setting

development plans focused on capitalizing on the
outdoor recreational opportunities that will attract
tourism and support the local community 2.

The countyfs ongoing effort to
recreational resources not only supports economic

growth and new opportunities, it encourages

residents to engage in healthy activities. The

economic plan forwards the Com
carbon sequestration and land conservation goals

to combat climate change and protects the scenic

beauty that makes the Berkshires a unique area of

Lanesborough is one of five communities with land insidéVlount
Greylock State ReservationLanesborough is home to a primary road the Commonwealth.
to the summit of Mount Greylock.

By embracing the benefits of conservation and

. . outdoor recreation, Lanesborou

CO m m U n Ity Settl n g location allows it to be a leader in the future of the
Berkshires.

Reg IOI’]a| ConteXt Features of the town include access to the highest
mountain in the Commonwealth, two lakes, miles

Berkshire County is located at the westernmost of hiking and mountain biking trails, caves,

border of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. campgrounds, an outdoor adventure park, a 14 -

This county is renowned for its scenic beauty, mile paved bike trail, hunting and fishing areas

access to natural resources, and a variety of and close proximity to downhill ski resorts.

outdoor recreational activities. Berkshire County is

acclaimed as a popular tourist destination Additionally, world class museums and performing

providing visitors with world -class art and culture spaces are nearby.

set in picturesque New England towns.

Characterized by its hilly landscape dotted with
farmland, Lanesborough is located north of
Pittsfield which is the heart of the Berkshire
economy and government. Elevations on both the
western and northeastern border peak at
approximately 2,500 feet above sea level.

The townfs natur al resour c
borders and include wildlife habitats, caves, hiking

trails, lakes, rivers, camp sites, and hunting areas.
Several operating farms contribute to the

character, economy, and scenic beauty of the

town, while providing access to healthy, local food.

Il n recent y e a r lsadinge@nomio u n t y iPontoosuc Lake spans into the neighboring city of Pittsfield.
development agency 1Berkshire adopted economic

1 Berkshire County Recreation Plan

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 10


https://berkshireplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Berkshire_County_Outdoor_Recreation_Plan_2020_FINAL.pdf
https://berkshireplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Berkshire_County_Outdoor_Recreation_Plan_2020_FINAL.pdf

Community Setting

Regional Context Town of Lanesborough

ASHFORD

-~

3/

HINSDALE

LN ‘\x
N

14

This map was created by the Berkshire Regional

Planning Commission and is intended for
general planning purposes only. This map shall
not be used for engineering. survey. legal. or
regulatory purposes. MassGIS. MassDOT, BRPC

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission or the municipality may have supplied portions
of this data.

N
a5 Miles ’ u
)

Located in the westernmost county in the Commonwealth, Lanesboroughi t s at the foothill of the stat
Massachusetts is characterized by its rolling hills and vast amount of natural resources. Lanesborough shares a border with the urbanized
Pittsfield, the countyfs | argest municipality, and the rural tov

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 11



Community Setting

Constitution Hill offers easy -to-moderate trails
through diverse habitats, wetlands, hayfields, and
forest. Kessler Road Conservation Area is an
undeveloped woodland ideal for exploring maples,
oaks, and wildlife with opportunities for hunting.
Widow White is a rugged 270 -acre property known
for its limestone and unique 19th -century graffiti.

There are two lakes in Lanesborough that provide

fishing, boating and other water sport opportunities

as well as habitats for a wide variety of wildlife.
Cheshire Reservoir is |l ocated
eastern border and Pontoosuc Lake is located on

the so uthern border.

Several properties in Lanesborough are managed
by the Department of Conservation and The hill
Recreation.

y terrain of Lanesboro
contains three engaging outdoor recreation areas.

) Ramblewild is an outdoor obstacle and zip -course
The Mount Greylock Reservation spans more than built with minimal impact on the environment.

12,500 acres. The primary access road to the A partner of New England Mountain Bike

Commonweal thes highest sumRifsaff ShakérRiude TRifs fs & mountain
center is located in Lanesborough. biking area with over 30 miles of trails.

Extending into the southwestern corner of
Lanesborough is the 11,000 -acre Pittsfield State
Forest featuring Balance Rock, a rare geological
formation.

The entrance to Jiminy Peak Ski Resort is minutes
away from the Lanesborough border. The peak
and other land parcels of Jiminy Peak are located
in Lanesborough.

The Ashuwillticook Rail Trail runs through eastern
Lanesborough along the Cheshire Reservoir. The

Lanesborough access point has a parking area and
restroom facility. V'f

Lanesboroughsrs 2025 Tomprehens
identifies conservation and outdoor recreation as

Additionally, Lanesborough borders the 7,796 -acre :
Chalet Wildlife Management Area with access to
the Appalachian Trail and The Boulders.

Berkshire Natural Resources Council manages
several key properties in Lanesborough.

Farnams Hill is a 178 -acre site on Route 7,
featuring fields, orchards, streams, and wetlands,
with plans for hiking trails connecting to the High

Road and the Ashuwillticook Trail. The ski resort Jiminy Peak is located just minutes from
Lanesborough¢fs border.

2 Lanesborough Master Plan

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 12
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Community Setting

i mportant to the townfs su

well-being, and reflects the needs and desires of Population Trends

3091
2
the hundreds of respondents to the surv  ey. 3200 2969 3040 595,

3000 /\ 2885

~ 79 ..,

The town completed its last Open Space and 2800 S~ < 2622 .
Recreation Plan in 2006, which now requires an 2600 S ST
update t o reflects the changes in the community in 2400
the last two decades. Lanesborough needs a 2200
strategic plan to establish goals and actions that 2000

capltall.ze upon emstmg natural resogrce§ and PP PP DD DD
recreational opportunities that make it unique. NOSINC NN O.\Q/o 0\@@ d\Q’Q 0@ &Qy
P PP T T Q
: : . L R S I LI S RO
Whil e the plan primarily f e

unigue opportunities and challenges, the steering
committee developed the plan in coordination with
its neighbors.

The city of Pittsfield , which shares Pontoosuc Lake POpUIaﬂon CharactenSUCS

and the Pittsfield State Fores t and t he town of
Adams, which shares the Ashuwillticook Rail ~ Trail
and the Mount Greylock Reservation , are both in
the process of developing Open Space and
Recreation Plans. The town of Cheshire which
shares the Cheshire Reservoir, the Ashuwillticook
Rail Trail, and the Mount Greylock Reservation
recently completed its OSRP .

The UMass Donohue Institute projects Lanesborough's population
will decrease by approximately 16% in the next 25 years.

The 2020 Decennial Census 2 estimates the town of
Lanesboroughsfs popul at.iToem t o b
UMass Donohue Institute *pr oj ects Lanesbor
population will decline to 2,5 38 people by 2050. It

is a rural community with an estimated density of

105 people per square mile. The projected decline

in population is not unique to Lanesborough

because Berkshire County is shrinking in

population.

The greatest age demographic in  Lanesborough is
between 55 and 64 , which aligns with both
statewide and local trends of an aging population.
The median age of a Lanesborough resident is 52
years old , which is older than the median age of
47.7 in 2010 .

One-third of the population is over the age of 60
while school -age children represent 20%.
Approximately 11% of the population reported to
the Census as having a disability.

Cheshire Reservoiis located in both Lanesborough and Cheshire

3 U.S. Census Bureau 4 UMass Donahue Institute, Population
Projections

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 13
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Community Setting

The Bridge Street Park is anticipated to be renovated into an age
friendly park in the future.

The aging trend is not unique to Lanesborough.
Aging communities is both a local and a national
trend and traditional parks and open space
infrastructure is not designed to account for aging.
Older adults also tend to develop medical
conditions that limit their abilities at higher rates.
The trends demonstrate a need for Lanesborough
to ensure that its parks and open spaces supports
the health of older adults and allows them to live
in their ho mes later into life. Additionally, in rural
areas, many older adults become isolated , which
outdoor recreational opportunities can help
address.

The most meaningful effort currently underway is

to construct an age -friendly park on Bridge Street.

In collaboration with the Council on Aging, a
volunteer committee is developing plans to
reconstruct the park with accessibility in mind,
which is coupled with programming and
transportation opportunities that allows older

adults opportunities for exercise  and socialization.

Concurrently, the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation is planning to extend sidewalks
along Route 7, providing a safe walking and biking
route all the way from Pontoosuc Lake Park in
Pittsfield to Laston Park. The project will provide
older adults w ith additional access to recreational
opportunities.

Those immediate efforts will support the aging
community and people with medical conditions or
disabilities but to the work should continue
throughout the townfs park
Evaluation and Transition Plans identify the
barriers and the town shoul d continue to evaluate
its park system for accessibility and make
upgrades in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act at all of its parks to all older adults
in the community have an accessible parks in
close proximity to where they live.

Additionally, the town should work with Berkshire
Natural Resources and state partners to identify a
location and construct an accessible trail to provide
older adults and people with medical conditions or
disabilities with access to wildness experiences.

With approximately 20% of the population being
school aged children, fields for organized sports
and pickup games are important for socialization
and activity. Youth sports programs are oriented at
Laston Park, which features several fields as well
as a playground. A focus on maintaining and
upgrading that park will support those activities.

The residents of Lanesborough are predominantly
white. Approximately 96% of the town responded
white as their race in the 2020 Census. The town
has a greater median household income than most
of its neighboring communities and approximately

-

William Laston Memorial Park featuresseveral sports fields and courts
for youth sports.

Lanesbhorough Open Space and Recreation Plan 14
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Community Setting

95% of its residents graduated high school,
outpacing the statewide and countywide numbers.

Environmental Justice
Populations

The Massachusetts Office of Environmental Justice
and Equity does not recognize any neighborhood in
Lanesborough as an environmental justice
community 5.

Lanesborough shares a border with an Environmental Justice
community in the city of Pittsfield.

An environmental justice community is a
neighborhood that meets one or more of the
following criteria: the annual median household
income is less than 65% of the statewide median,
40% or more are historically marginalized racial or
ethnic groups, 25% of households speak English In recent years, property values and the cost of

l ess than every wella or a (rjegaérsn%wltljl mn?gt?nlaﬁgenc;]f hcc))rpes "f?%”bqf
the population being a historically marginalized ramatically, threatening the economic weflbeing

| : 0

racial or ethnic groups and a median household ;:f manhy lr;:sments. gppro.mmately Sﬁ o of % of

income less than 150% of the statewide median. 0‘%5? olds reporte paylng mo.re than 30% o
their income for housing accordingt o the 2024

American Community Survey, 5 -year estimates.

large percentage of seniors are living on fixed
income.

While there are no recognized Environmental
Justice Communit ies, 6.2% of Lanesborou
population receives supplemental nutrition

assistance, 5.6% are below poverty level, and a

Trger;\éarsest environmental justice community is
located in the city of Pittsfield. Census Tract 9011,
|l ocated at the Lanesbborderughy¥ s
is an environmental justice community because
the median income is 39% of the statewide median
/N_;ng income. Approximately 4.6% of the population
?',Nc_ i O speak a language other than English and
LANESBOROUGH - - approximately 1% speak limited English.

There are two areas that border Tract 9011 that
provide outdoor recreational opportunities. One
property is the Boulders, a 645-acre property
spanning into Lanesborough and the neighboring
town of Dalton. The property is already protected
and provides hiking as an outdoor recreational
opportunity.

5 https://www.mass.gov/info -
details/environmental -justice -populations -in-
massachusetts

Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 15
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Community Setting

Environmental Justice Town of Lanesborough
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Thresholds Exceeded
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This map was created by the Berkshire Regional

Planning Commission and is intended for general
planning purposes only. This map shall not be
used for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory

0 0.5 1 Miles

I T | ; s purposes.  MassGIS, MassDOT, BRPC or the
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission  municipality may have supplied portions of this
data.

The town of Lanesborough does not meet the criteria for an Environmental Justice Community. However, there are populatiorigdughout
town that fit the criteria.
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Community Setting

The Ashuwillticook Rail Trail spans from
Lanesborough and into t
Census Tract, providing residents in the
environmental justice community with bicycling
and walking options for transportation to the
former Berkshire Mall property as well as
recreational space.

he

The remaining properties border ing Census Tract
9011 are currently developed and in private
ownership. Large swaths of land bordering the
environmental justice community include  the
Berkshire County Jail and House of Correction
Unistress, and the former Berkshire Mall.

Census Tract 9004 is located in  northwestern
Pittsfield. The nearest point of the Census tract is
approximately 1.3 miles from the Lanesborough
border and approximately half of a mile from
accessing Pontoosuc
properties.

Lake

Tract 9004 is an environmental justice community
because 28% of the population is historically
marginalized and the income is 59% of the
statewide median household income. There are no
abutting properties in Lanesborough.

Berkshire Village is one of two historic development areas.

f

The
early years. Since then, development expanded away from a dense
pattern in the village to encroaching onto forest lands.

Route 7 corridor is one of

Growth and Development
Patterns

rom Pittsfieldss
Lanesboreanygévelapment, from 1742
through 1900 , centered in two distinct villages 3
Berkshire Village and North Main Street.

Formerly known as East Lanesborough, Berkshire
Village was established in the late 1800 s. Berkshire
Glassworks, which employed more than 100 people
by the end of the 19 ™ Century and drove the
development. Arnold Print Works, in the nearby
town of Adams, provided additional employment.
The neighborhood is compact and features a
repurposed schoolhouse and church.

Route 8, also known as Cheshire Road, is one of
two north -south thoroughfares in Lanesborough
and is the primary transportation route in and out
of Berkshire Village. There are several businesses
along the two -lane highway, including the now
shuddered Berkshire Mall.

The other thoroughfare is Route 7, also known as
North Main Street, another
vill ages. The majority of
commercial activity is centralized along the Route

7.
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Development Trends

Town of Lanesborough

Year Building Built
@ Prior to 1900
1900 - 1949

® 1950 - 1999
® 2000 and later

Potter
Mountain

Constitution
Hill

0 0.5 1 Miles
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'8

Planning Commission and is intended for general
planning purposes only. This map shall not be
used for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission

This map was created by the Berkshire Regional

purposes. MassGIS, MassDOT, BRPC or the
municipality may have supplied portions of this
data.

The devel opment trends mapoverithelyeast r at es

the townfs growth
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The North Main Street village houses the Town
Hall, multi -family housing and historic properties.

From 1901 -1950, development increased along Bull
Hill Road in the southwestern corner of town
providing new homes with access to Pontoosuc
Lake. The neighborhoods encircled the lake when
Pontoosuc emerged as a hub of social and
recreational activity. In the process, developers
expanded into forest areas to create new roads

Except for a portion of Narragansett Avenue,t  he
area does not have a
sewer system and there are several small, dirt
roads. The non-sewered properties must have
septic system, which now pose an environmental
threat to the | akefs
failures leading to runoff seeping into the water
and runoff from the dirt roads brings sediment into
the lake .

The Highway Department is making

improvements to address dirt road runoff, and is
paving/has paved many of the worst

roads feeding sediments into the lake. More needs
to be done, and when enough progress

has can be made the town can resume its program
of building first -runoff catch basins to

reduce the quantity of high nutrient laden water
discharged into the lake from the roads near or
dead-ending into the lake. Much more of this
critical work needs to be done.

deeds i s.

Thef or mer registry of

conne

[Residential developments around the lake. Many of the roads

surroundingt he | ake are dirt, which

health.

From 1951 -2000, development occurred

ecolo gh}/ougRo%tcal? ltJegioeentigll)f/ zoed tar%a['s tar%da I

development expanded toward the Hancock and
New Ashford borders . The development of Bailey
Road, Silver Street, and Old Ore Bed Road, which
had previously been mostly wooded areas,
expanded in the late 20th Century. The areais
mostly large-lot single-family homes. The Bailey
Road developments sit in the foothills of Potter
Mountain and Widows White Peak.

The post-World War Il development pattern also
created neighborhoods on both sides of Route 7
with the town building new roads  to support
subdivision and clustered, small single -family
homes. In the 2000s, home development slowed
dramatically. The emerging pattern shows a
continuation of new home construction along Bailey
Road, Brodie Mountain Road, and Silver Street,
encircling Constitution Hill at the edge of P otter
Mountain.

Open Space-based
Infrastructure

In 2025, the town undertook a significant project
extending and connecting sidewalks along Route 7
to create a walkable and bikeable route alongside
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The sidewalk extends from Pontoosuc Lake Park into the town of
Lanesborough, providing a bikeable and walkable route to the lake.

the lake to commercial recreational spaces along
Route 7, including
located at Krispy Cone.

The sidewalks extend along the eastern side of the
lake. The sidewalks are particularly beneficial for
people living in  Nonamie mobile home park, along
Route 7, and some neighborhoods on Bull Hill
Road.

Additionally, visitors staying at Bonnie Brae
Campground, located in the neighboring city of
Pittsfield, have an accessible pedestrian route  into
Lanesborough. The sidewalk s extend to Summer
Street, where another sidewalk provides access to
the Lanesborough School property

There are sports fields and a playground  at
Lanesborough Elementary School . However, th e
pathway is steep and is not accessible to people
with mobility challenges and the sidewalks do not
extend into Berkshire Village where there is access
to Berkshire Pond, Cheshire Lake, and the
Ashuwillticook Rail Trail.

The sidewalk along Route 7 ends shortly after
Town Hall. There is no sidewalk on Bridge Street
connecting to the Bridge Street Park or
Constitution Hill and it does not extend to Laston
Memorial Park further north on Route 7. Laston
Memorial Park , which is located outside of the

densely populated areas , is primarily accessed by
automobile .

However, the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation has plans to expand the sidewalk to
both Laston and Bridge Street, along with bicycle
lanes, in the future which will accommodate
additional modes of transportation to the sites.
Construction of the sidewalks is scheduled for

2028.

On the north and western side of the lake, which
have the most housing density, there are two
bridge s which provide features including fishing
access points, a kayak launch, and parking

spaces. The bridges are located on Bull Hill Road,

Baker s QPfRodte 72aRdon Ralr&ydindet Rdhlled S

However, there are no sidewalks in the
neighborhood providing access elsewhere. In the
same neighborhood s, there is Narragansett Park,
which also does not feature a pedestrian route to
access it but does have parking for those who want
to use the ballpark or access the lake using the
roadway on the south side of the park, which
provides access to the lake shoreline.

In Berkshire Village, the  Ashuwillticook Rail Trail
provides pedestrian transportation northward into
Cheshire and southward into Pittsfield. There are
no sidewalks in the village and the safe st way to

There is a sidewalkextends into the commercial area of town.
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access Cheshire Reservoir is by using the Rail
Trail.

Long-term Development Pattern s

The townfs cur r ehdrectdfuurei n g
development. The bylaws create five distinct
districts: residential, limited business, residential

and agricultural, industrial, and mixed commercial.

The more densely developed neighborhoods along
Pontoosuc Lake, Berkshire Village, and the
neighborhoods west of the modern -day downtown Ramblewild is located in the limited business zone. The area along
are zoned for residential only, which restricts E;)?)(ilretuhr/]li(;il;l;t,aln road features several outdoor recreational
construction to just one or two  -family homes.

There is no permitted busi ness use in those
neighborhoods.

Road. There is a second limited business zone on
the North side of town along Brodie Mountain
Road, which previously connected businesses such

The business zone is concentrated in commercial . o ..
as Brodie Mountain in New Ashford to Jiminy Peak.

centers along Route 7, spanning from the Pittsfield
Line to slightly north of Bridge Street, and along
Route 8 from the Pittsfield Line to just south of the
intersection with Old Cheshire Road. The business
zones are the least restrictive, allowing by  -right
use of up to four housing units and most types of
commercial uses.

The Brodie Mountain Road area, spanning from
Potter Mountain northward and encompassing
Ramblewild and the future Shaker Ridge Trails,
presents opportunities for the town to amend
zoning to support outdoor recreational
opportunities, commercial, nonprofit, and public.

The limited business zone is the west side of Route
7 until Bridge Street, where the zone expands to
both sides of the road until just north of Bailey

The town¢¥s Planning Board expr
pursuing policy changes that will support greater
recreational and economic use in that corridor.

The limited business zone provides developers with
the by -right ability to construct up to four housing
units, agricultural use, and some commercial uses.
The limited business district has greater provisions
for developers to seek Zoning Board of Appeals or
Planning Board approval for several other

commer cial uses than the residential zones.

The mixed commercial consists of the Berkshire
Mall property, and the Industrial ~ zone is the land
between Swamp Road and Partridge Road to the

Commercial buildings extend along Rout& until just north of Bailey North and West and onthe  eastern side of Route
Road

6 https://ecode360.com/LA3954
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8, next to the Unistress property. Unistress is one 1 4
of the countyfs |l argest em gl

The former Berkshire Mall property is one of the
largest development opportunities currently
available in town . It is just steps away from the
access point to the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail,
bolstering the attraction for redeveloping the
parcel.

The town has demonstrated a careful approach to
zoning and reserves most of its land for
agricultural purposes and the large -scale industrial
and mixed -use properti es encompass existing
large - scale developments.

The Route 7 corridor is one of twocommercial centers.
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Zoning Town of Lanesborough

" R - Residential

R-A - Residential and
Agriculture

I B - Business
LB - Limited Business

MC - Mixed Commercial
B 1 - Industrial

Potter
Mountain

Constitution
Hill

NS
Par;;_ams‘e@o)_/
1l

Laurel
Hill

This map was created by the Berkshire Regional

Planning Commission and is intended for general
planning purposes only. This map shall not be
used for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory

0 0.5 1 Miles

1T T T | > g " — purposes. MassGIS, MassDOT, BRPC or the
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission  municipality may have supplied portions of this
data.
The devel opment trends map illustrates the townfs growth over
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Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Mostofthe t own¢ s devel opmenid al ong
approximately 1,100 feet above sea level. The

corridor, constructed to span northwest from the

Pittsfield border in the middle of the surrounding

hills, is primarily America -Pittsfield - Farmington

soils. The soils are formed in glacial till and

derived from limestone. Large portions of the

townfs prime agricultural I and
foothills of the Taconic and the developed

downtown corridor.

The eastern portion of the town rises in elevation
There are several scenic environments in Lanesborough. and steepness to elevations approximately 1.800

feet above sea level and the soils are mostly in the

Tunbridge -Lyman - Peru soil association. The loamy

E nVI rO n m e ntal soils are formed in glacial till and derive from

schist, gneiss and granite. The soils can also be

I nve nto ry an d found on lower slopes of Mount Greylock.
An aIyS I S Other soils with presence in Lanesborough are the

Copake-Hero-Hoosic and Limerick -Saco-Winooski
soils. The two soil types are found mostly along

Soils and Topography the townfrs wat er +Here-blaosicises. Co
o located along Yukon Brook, Balance Rock Road,

The topography and soils in Lanesborough  are a and the Cheshir e Reservoir. The soils are in areas

product of glacial movement during the ice age with gentle terrain and drain well.

and the flow of the Housatonic and Hoosic River
systems. The town¥rs three separate ecoregions are
comprised of t he Taconic Mountain Range to the

west, the Green Mountains and Berkshire

Highlands to the east, and the Western New

Engl and Marble Valleys in t
part of three separate ecoregions .

The western border of the town is the hilliest, with
an elevation reaching approximately 2,400 feet
above sea level at Widow White ¥ s P westlof
Silver Street on Potter Mountain. The soils are
metamorphic bedrock consisting of schistosic and
phyllitic formations. The soils are of the Taconic -
Macomber -Lanesborough association. They are
shallow, moderately deep, well drained, and

consist of slate, phyllite, and shale. The town¢s | adbydametpets of psimedanilanc e

"https://grownativemass.org/Ecoregions/Ecore
gions- of- Massachusetts
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Environmental Inventory and Analysis
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This map was created by the Berkshire Regional

Planning Commission and is intended for general
planning purposes only. This map shall not be
' . used for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory

0 0.5 1 Miles

| | purposes. MassGIS, MassDOT, BRPC or the
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission municipa!ity may have supplied portions of this
data.

There are several areas of prime agricultural soils located in the town of Lanesborough.
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The wetlands along the brooks are beautiful
natural environments. The town can explore
opportunities to provide access for people to
experience those lands but only through careful
planning to ensure any recreational opportunity
provided there does not int erfere with, nor attract
nuisance usage to, the natural environments.

Water Resources

Pontoosuc Lakas filled by Secum, Hollow, and Town Brooks. Watersheds

Limerick - Saco- Winooski soils are located in low Lanesborough is located in portions of the

lying areas and supporting wetland plan ts. The Kinderhook, Hoosic, and Housatonic watersheds 8.

soils are mostly found along Town Brook, Y  ukon

Brook, Pontoosuc Lake, Pettibone Brook, and Brodie Mountain, mostly located in the neighboring

Cheshire Reservoir. The soils drain poorly. towns of Hancock and New Ashford to the
northwest, feeds Town Brook. The water flow

The topography leads to the recreational pattern moves throughout the  center of the town and into

that exists today. The higher elevations on the Pontoosuc Lake. Churchill and Daniels Brook both

west side lend itself to more rigorous outdoor bring water from the hilly areas of the Pittsfield

activities such as hiking and mountain biking. State Forest. Secum and Hollow Brooks carry water

Rambl ewil dfs adventur e c ou frédmPoteiviilnginto Reé I1gkg. e THerwater!fléws

and nearby Jim iny Peak are utilizing those slopes over the dam at the border with Pittsfield and

to create unique experiences for people. enters the Housatonic River and moves southward

The Commonweal thfs tallest topteadhg IsldddSoimnd.
Greylock, provides trails for a variety of skillsets

from difficult, steep climbs to gentler ones.

The I ow |l evels in the towngs t
experiences. Laston Park sits in a lower elevation.

To the west is Constitution Hill, which is owned by
Berkshire Natural Resources, which provides hiking
on steeper lands. Laston is flatter and is devel  oped
into an active recreational park. On the east of M
Laston Park is another elevated, steep terrain, : =3 2 :

which will be provide opportunities for hiking. e e
Additionally, Water sheds from higher elevations
into Town Brook and Secum Brook toward
Pontoosuc Lake. Wetlands surround the brooks,

limiting active recreational opportunities, but
provides fishing opportunities.

8 https://www.mass.gov/info  -details/massqis -
data-major -watersheds
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A small portion of the water f rom Potter Mountain
sheds westerly into Bently Brook and into the
neighboring town of Hancock. Bentley Brook then
empties into Kinderhook Cree k and ultimately into
the Hudson River.

The eastern border of Lanesborough, including
Berkshire Village, is located in the Hoosic
Watershed. The elevations on the eastern side
bring water into the Cheshire Reservoir , which is
the start of the southern branch of the Hoosic
River. The Hoosic River flows n orthward from the

town of Cheshire to Adams, North Adams, Berkshire Pond isconnected with Cheshire Reservoir.

Williamstown, and into Vermont. The river

ultimately connects with the Hudson River, which Surface Water

flows south to New York City and into the Atlantic

Ocean. Pontoosuc Lake is third largest water body in
Berkshire County. The great pond spans

The brooks are cold water fisheries as defined by approximately 511 -acres and is owned by the

the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. The fisheries Commonwealth Division of Capital Asset

support the habitats of a variety of fish including Management. The main body of the lake is

trout and smelt. The Department of Fisheries and approximately 480 acres and half is in

Wildlife routinely stock Town Brook with trout. Lanesborough (northern half) and the other have
in the city of Pittsfield. The remaining 31 acres is

Residents often use the bridges as fishing locations in the two inlets (Town Brook and Secum Brook).

along Town Brook 3 located at Bull Hill, Miner,

Putnam, and Bridge Streets - and Secum Brook Pontoosuc Lake is a landmark location for human

flows under the Narragansett Avenue bridge . inhabitation throughout Ber ksh

The Mohican and Mohawk natives tribes originally
inhabited the land. In the 18 ™ century, European
settlers formed their own settlements, which
ultimately led to the incorporation of the city of
Pittsfield. The lake and its tributaries and the
Housatonic River powered much of early industry
and mills.

Lanesboroughfs early devel opme
around the lake, which was created when a dam

was installed and Town Brook flooded the existing

farmland to create a water source for a grist mill

and later lumber and textile factories. In the early

20" Century, Pontoosuc was a recreational hub for

the county.
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This map was created by the Berkshire Regional
Planning Commission and is intended for general
planning purposes only. This map shall not be
used for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory
purposes. MassGIS, MassDOT, BRPC or the

municipality may have supplied portions of this
data.
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However, the largest park properties are located in
the city of Pittsfield. Pontoosuc Lake Park is divided
into two sections, one along Hancock Road in
Pittsfield and another across the road along Route
7. There are only a few public access points into

the lake from Lanesborough.

From the Lanesborough side of the lake, t  he public
can launch canoes and kayaks and fish from a
small area next to the Narragansett Avenue
bridge, swim at the Town Beach at the end of
Sunrise Street and use the boat ramp near

Memorial Park on Narragansett Avenue. Homes do not have access to a municipal sewer system along
Pontoosuc Lake and failing sept
ecology.

Lanesboroughr s Boar d ofapmiettsae ct me
harbormaster . The position in unpaid and the

appointed person is responsible for overseeing a

shared herbicide applications with the city of

P|ttsf|(_ald, _condupt Ing water quality assessrr_]ent_s, In collaboration with the state and the city of
coordinat ing with the Commonwealth and Pittsfield e
Pittsfield, Lanesborough supports efforts to

on the Iak.efs mmggeg sTﬁcgrnt, Imsasﬁ%lge t he | ak e-native lakeveekds,h . Non
floats and buoys, assist ing residents in obtaining . . :
introduced by humans, remain an ongoing threat

dock permits, and representing the interests of the . . )
i i to the native macrophyte population and require

lake and its stakeholders in the development of . o . .
ongoing monitoring a nd maintenance. Invasive

town initiatives related to the lake. species in the lake include Euasian watermilfoil,
curly leaf pond weed, water chestnut, and spiny
naiad. The town and city of Pittsfield contract a
licenses contractor to administer herbicide
treatments to control/eliminate the non  -native
invasive species and encourage the growth of the
native (desirable) plant species, and improve
habitat for native plants, fish, and wildlife.

promoting the lake, which currently works closely
with the Harbormaster on initiatives.

The Friends of Pontoosuc Lake Association is a
volunteer organization advocating for and

The Department of Conservation and Recreation
recently discovered DNA of the invasive Zebra
Mussels in Pontoosuc ? indicating a likelihood of its
presence in the water.

This is a significant concern, because if there is a
pioneer infestation of this very aggressive invasive
species action must be taken immediately if there

_ T

9 https://www.mass.gov/info  -details/zebra -
mussels
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The Department of Conservation and Recreation
conducts an annual drawdown of Pontoosuc Lake
to prevent scouring and ice damage to the dam
while maintaining downstream flow rates in the
Housatonic River.

A small portion of the human -made Cheshire
Reservoir, also known as Hoosac Lake, is in
Lanesborough. There is limited pedestrian or boat
access to the lake from the Lanesborough side. On

Farnhamfrs Road in Cheshire the
featuring fishing piers, a boat launch, and picnic
Pontoosuc Lake is an important recreational resource for the town. areas

Continued eDNA sampling and search for pioneer
mussels has not yielded any more evidence, but
continued vigilance is required and is being taken
by DCR personnel as well as volunteers from the
Friends of Pontoosuc. Onota lake has also found
evidence of a possible pioneer infestation of this
invader and volunteers from Onota are
helping/guiding the volunteers from Pontoosuc.

The Reservoir consists of four interconnected
waterbodies - Berkshire Pond, the South Basin,
Middle Basin, and North Basin. Berkshire Pond,
and portions of South Basin, and Middle Basin are
located in Lanesborough. The waterbodies are
primarily used for fi shing, boating, and
snowmobiling during the winter. The Reservoir is
owned by the Department of Conservation and
Recreation.

Additionally, Cyanobacteria blooms are an

ongoing and growing concern.  There have been The North Basin, located in Cheshire, functions as

blooms at a concentration which can be toxic to
lake users. Dogs are especially susceptible,

and children are more susceptible than adults
because they ingest more water when using the
lake. These bloom take two forms, Filamentacious
green Algae in the water column, and/or

scummy green mats on the surface. The town and
the city of Pittsfield monitors for both these
conditions in late summer when they are most
likely to appear, and issues the following when
needed

6 Both the Town and the
issue bulletins warning of the risk and

suggesting precautions

6 Public access points
on Hancock Rd and on North St, and the

two Lanesborough access points on Bull Hill and on
Narragansett Ave.)

6 Friends of
lake users on its contact list

Pontoosuc

t

Ssu

the primary recreational location. The Hoosac Lake
Recreation and Preservation District is a volunteer
organization overseeing the management of the
lake. Similar to the Friends of Pontoosuc, the water
quality is impeded by Eurasian milfoil and curly
pondweed. Cyanobacteria algae blooms also limit
access.

The basins of Cheshire Lakéaces similar issues as Pontoosuc.
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Housatonic River Watershed
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The map of Pontoosc demonstrates the depth and nearby infrastructure.
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Farnams Road in Cheshire features a developed park with picnic
areas, fishing piers, and a boat launch into Cheshire Reservoir.

Aquifer Recharge Areas

Water from the western hills of Lanesborough

travel s toward Pontoosuc Lake from several
brooks. Water from Brodie Mountain flows into
Town Brook. Water shedding north and easterly
from Poatter Mountain flows into Secum Brook. To
the south, water shedding from Potter Mountain
and water from the Pittsfield State Forest flow into
Hollow Brook.

Secum and Hollow Brook meet near Olsen Road at
an aquifer spanning from Ol d Ore Bed Road, on
both side s of Secum Brook, past Olsen Roead and
expanding at the intersection with Balance Rock
Road before flowing into the lake. The aquifer
provides a medium yield , providing between 100
and 300 gallons per minute and defined by the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection. However, the owner of the property on
Balance Rock Road, near Balance Rock Park, used
PCB laden soil as fill and so the groundwater in

that area is at risk of PCB contamination.

The Secum Brook aquifer drainage basin spans
approximately six miles, mostly through forest
land. The aquifer, however, passes through an old
town landfill and a former General Electric

10 hitps://www.mass.gov/doc/2017  -2018-mvp -

planning -grant - report -lanesborough/download

Company landfill rendering the water unsuitable for
a public drinking water supply.

Town Brook leads into an aquifer located to the
west of North Main Street, spanning  Laston
Memorial Field, behind town hall, and  crossing into
Pontoosuc Lake at Bull Hill Road. The aquifer is
suitable for drinking water . The aquifer consists of
several wetlands along the western side of Route

7.

A third aquifer is located near Cheshire Reservoir
and Berkshire Pond. The high yield aquifer  spans
from the Summer Street area southward  along
Swamp Road, encompasses the former Berkshire
Mall property, and continues into Pittsfield. The
aquifer is approximately 230 acres in size . It
previously provided approximately 50 homes with
potable water but has since been decommissioned.

Flood Hazard Areas

There is approximately 1,265 acres of land located
in the 100 -year floodplain. There is little historic
development in the floodplain, which extends along
Town Brook and the accompanying wetlands and
around the shores of Pontoosuc Lake.

A 2018 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Plan®
identified approximately four miles of roadway and

Berkshire Pond is ecologically important to the town of Lanesborough
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76 buildings 3 primarily located on the northern
shore of Pontoosuc 3 in the floodplain.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has
not updated its maps since the 1980s. The agency
is currently in the process of creating new

floodplain maps for the Hoosic and Housatonic
watersheds and will likely significantly alter the
boundaries of the 100 -year floodplain.

Wetlands

A small percentage of the total land is wetlands The wetlands on Miner Road are located along Town Brook, which
' flows into Pontoosuc Lake to the south.

There are several wetlands, mostly concentrated

along Town Brook, Pontoosuc Lake, Cheshire

Reservoir, Muddy Brook, and Secum Brook. southwestern edges of the lake on the

Narragansett Avenue bridge.

The wetlands along Route 7 and Town Brook are
part of the t ownmater systamm.ge st
There are several larger areas of wetlands on the
western side of North Main Street spanning from

Laston Park to Bull Hill Road and ending at the
shoreline of Pontoosuc Lake.

A ohh%r |ar9ecarea of wetlands is ordered by
Partridge Road, Summer Street , and Old State
Road. The wetlands expand southwesterly from
Summer Street, spanning both sides of Swamp
Road, and ending near the former Berkshire Mall
property.

A third significant wetland area is bordered by

Balance Rock Road and the Narragansett Avenue Vegeta‘“on
neighborhoods. The wetlands are located on the

Approxi mately 75% of Lanesboro
forest 1. There is more than 14,000 acres of

forestland in Lanesborough, with the state

controlling approximately 25% of those lands.

The developed portion of the town is surrounded
by forest except for connections with Pittsfield at
and around Pontoosuc Lake and at Cheshire
Reservoir, which spans the northeastern corner
Roadways passing through to Hancock and
Williamstown are surrounded by forest.

The forests provid e for a diversity of wildlife
habitats and passive recreational opportunities.

Lanesborough has a vast amount of forest land. Throughout the forest 3 as well as the wetlands 3
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/133906b
18fdc4b4fb724ef537ce91161?item=2
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/133906b18fdc4b4fb724ef537ce91161?item=2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/133906b18fdc4b4fb724ef537ce91161?item=2


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































